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Too often I have heard homeschool
leaders proclaim that Home Education
(with a capitol H) will be the turning point
for our society. That home educating
families are the remnant that God has
preserved for salvation of a society lacking
in righteousness.
I was reminded recently in church of the
story of Moses leading the Israelites through
the land of Edom. The people spoke against
God and the Lord sent fiery serpents to
plague the Israelites. The people recognized
their error and asked for forgiveness. God,
in his wisdom, did not take away the snakes,
but gave the people a means of deliverance.
The Lord told Moses, “Moses, Make thee a
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it
shall come to pass, that every one that is
bitten, when he looks upon it, shall live.”
The snakes did not go away, but there was
deliverance from the death that comes
from sin.
So perhaps homeschooling is that
serpent upon the rod. Those parents
who recognize the folly of public school
and look to homeschool their children may
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be saved a great deal of grief. They can turn
away from the pitfalls that often lay in wait for
them like fiery serpents. I can agree with that.
But the people of Moses’ time went
overboard. They started to worship the
serpent on the rod, instead of the righteous
God that delivered them. As is often recorded
in the Old Testament, sinful man will fail to
worship God the creator, and instead will
worship the created object. Over 600 years
later they were still worshipping the serpent
on the rod of Moses. It was recorded that
“unto those days the children of Israel did

burn incense to [the brazen image of a serpent
on a rod] and did call it Nehushtan.” (2 Kings
18:4). Hezekiah knew this was wrong and
broke it into pieces so that the people would
no longer worship it.
Have we started to worship “homeschooling”
instead of the God who has delivered us? Have
we placed this small tool of God’s workbench
on a pedestal and are we offering the modern
day equivalent of incense to it? Be assured
that God uses Christian homeschooling as
a light to the community, as a witness to law
makers, as a force to restore righteousness
in the society, but do not mistake the created
object for the creator.
We’ve already created a monster of
sorts. For too long the legislature
has viewed homeschooling as the
successful means of producing
productive, educated young people.
We’ve muddied the water by not
setting the record straight and
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giving God the credit. It is faith in the
Lord, and resting on him for support
that has raised godly children who
have respect for authority, and for
education. It is faith that produces
the good works, not home
education. We are just
a branch. Christ is the
vine. Without him we
wither and die.
We need to learn through the stories
recorded in the book of Numbers.
They are part of God’s word that
some say has no relevance today.
I believe God when he says the “All
scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.”
Believe what God has said.
We don’t want to be the
ones worshipping the
brass serpent when we
should be worshipping
the creator. 600 years,
sixty years, or even six
years is too long. f
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		 When Life Gives You

LENT

“I would’ve gladly taken lemons! Are you kidding
me?! I would’ve gone above and beyond “making
lemonade” and would have made lemon pie or
lemon cookies or just eaten that refreshing lemon
by its awesome self. There’s nothing so bad about
lemons! But, no, I didn’t get lemons this time. This
time, I got lentils…those tiny little bean-like things
that look like seeds. In fact, I’m pretty sure they
are just seeds. They’re supposedly good for you,
but they’re kind of annoying to eat because you
don’t know what they’re doing in your meal and
they have no taste. Lentils are boring. But that’s
what I got instead of lemons.”
What do you do when life gives you lentils?
These are the circumstances that produce
yawns. These are the years that seem like a
clone of the previous boring year. These are the
sleep-inducing moments in life when nothing
seems to be happening. And they always seem to
occur when everything is happening to everyone
else. No one new has entered your life, that job
opportunity didn’t pan out, everything’s exactly
the way it was. When nothing’s changing or we’re

6

stuck in a rut, and we desperately want to move on
in life, what perspective should we take? How do
we view these times?
It won’t last forever: Speaking from experience, I
know that while it feels as though your life will never
change and you’ll still be in the same spot 10 years
from now, it’s not the truth. You’ll be wishing for the
slow times soon enough… except you probably
won’t refer to them as “slow” or “boring” but rather
as “calm” and “peaceful”.
It’s good for you: Lentils are healthy, remember?
If nothing wildly exciting is currently happening
to you, it might be a sign that you need a rest.
Perhaps, you need to “gear up” for something on
the horizon. Focus on how you can put this time to
good use. Maybe, you’ve been given a chance to
do some self-maintenance.
Internal change is still change: Often we tend to
measure the changes in our lives with a yardstick
that others can see. When we get to the end of
the year and have very few things to tell our
The Companion – Fall 2014

TILS…

How to View Life’s Boring Moments
By Anna Seay

friends in that Christmas letter, we might feel a
little ashamed, right? But, that doesn’t mean we
haven’t experienced change. It’s just change no
one else can see. Be kind to yourself.
Affect Change: If there’s no change in your life
and you’re ready for one, maybe you can make
it happen. What can you do to “move” your
circumstances? Often there’s nothing we can
do… but sometimes, we do have ability to make
changes if we are willing to take a leap and bold
enough to do it.
Maybe someone needs you: If everything is
happening to everyone else, maybe your service
is needed. If everyone else’s life is going crazy all
at once, who’s going to be the voice of reason?
Be on the lookout for ways you can be strong or
wise for the people going through upheaval right
now.
Learn patience: I’m not going to expound on the
virtuous qualities of patience (we’ve all heard it),
but I will say that we have tons of opportunities
The Companion – Fall 2014

to learn patience and we often pass them by. So
many times in my life, I’ve felt like waving my hand
in the air and yelling to God, “It’s my turn! My turn!”
And, what I’m really called to do is wait for my turn
quietly. It’s hard. But, if you practice it every chance
you get, it will become easier.
Thank God my life’s boring: If your life is calm,
if your routine is still “routine”, that means you’re
not living in the war-torn middle east, not frantically
searching for a missing child, or you’re not battling
a deadly disease. Take a moment to remember the
sweetness of peace.
I say these things to you because I need to say
them to myself right now. Viewing slow times in a
positive way is not my natural inclination, but I must
try. Being hopeful for whatever it is we’re waiting
for is the only thing to do. We should do it with
thankfulness for the present and trust that God has
a reason for everything, including the seemingly
boring phases of life.
And don’t forget to eat your lentils! f
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What an incredible year for CHEO and its membership
during our 2014 Convention!
As always, there was a magnificent feeling of community and fellowship in the exhibit hall/workshops,
but attendees also experienced a real sense of history as we celebrated the 30th convention sponsored
by CHEO. To celebrate, there were different gatherings for CHEO staff, representatives and former
members who have served in Ohio. In addition to these events, attendees were able to learn from
some wonderful speakers (Todd Wilson and Steve and Megan Scheibner to name a few) and enjoy
another superb graduation ceremony for the 2014 seniors.
Next year, CHEO will be partnering with Teach Them Diligently to host an awesome convention in
Sandusky, Ohio. We are so excited to partner with a group that shares our values and we cannot wait
to experience the weekend with all of you. See you in Sandusky!! f
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CONGRATULATIONS
2014 Graduates!
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AARON DOUGLAS SALLEE
Aaron has been homeschooled since the first
grade. He has a love for God and enjoys helping
others. He also enjoys studying art, design, and
philosophy. Aaron plans to further his education
in the Video Game Design Industry.

ABIGAIL MARIE CROUCH
Abigail has been a blessing to her family in
many ways, especially during her mother’s
cancer treatments. She has been involved in 4-H
for 7 years including club Officer positions. She
has competed at the local, regional and state
levels in public speaking and is on the Richland
County Jr. Fair Board. She teaches at Carteens,
and is active in community service. She enjoys
raising market rabbits, training dogs, reading,
crocheting, cooking, home ec projects, and
has been a member of summer swim team for
11 years. Abigail teaches piano, and a weekly
Preschool Sunday School class, and enjoys
helping homeschool her younger siblings. She
has recently been invited to be in the Honors
Program at Geneva College, with plans to major
in Communication Disorders and to go on to
become a Speech Language Pathologist.

AMBER GRACE GILL
Amber is the second oldest of nine children and
has been home schooled since Kindergarten.
Her hobbies include athletic training, reading,
and writing. Amber has a passion for sharing
the love of Christ and one of the ways that she
does so is by volunteering at various ministries in
her community, such as Foundation Dinners and
Heartbeats of Licking County. This fall Amber will
attend The Ohio State University and major in
Sports Science and Physical therapy. Amber is a
blessing and a joy to all who know her!

ANNALISE MARIE STUMM
Annalise was born in Stow, Ohio, the youngest
of four children. She’s always loved to sing; she
plays the piano and has taken dance for seven
years. She loves cats, karate, playing with little
kids and is filled with joie de vivre! She currently
The Companion – Fall 2014

works as a medical assistant and is interested in
pursuing a job in physical therapy.

BRITTANY JOY HAUSMAN
Brittany has been homeschooled since 2nd
grade, lived in Russia and Romania, has studied
violin for 13 years and is currently a member of
the Cincinnati Community Orchestra. Brittany has
completed 14 college hours, and plans to attend a
local Bible College, majoring in Music Education
with a focus on violin performance. She enjoys DIY
projects or hanging out with friends. She loves God
and truly has a servant’s heart.

CHRISTOPHER DOUGLAS HILLEN
Christopher is the oldest son and third child of Paul
& Nancy Hillen. He has been homeschooled since
kindergarten and is the third homeschool graduate
in his family. He is active in his church youth,
4H, soccer and enjoys playing the saxophone.
Christopher has worked as a computer technician
since he was 15. He plans on joining the Air Force
after graduation and hopes to be a para trooper.

DANIEL ALLEN MCKENZIE
Daniel McKenzie, an Ohio native, has spent
his high school academic career dedicated to the
sciences and the Arts. He has spent the last two
years as a percussionist in the Stark County Home
School Band and also participated in their choir
during his senior year. In his senior year of High
School, he participated as a member of the SHELL
Homeschool Group Student Council as their
Senior Representative and the SHELL Choir and
Drama Classes. He participates regularly in Acting
and Improvisation Classes outside of his regular
curriculum. He has also spent the last four years
as the junior tennis assistant to the Head Tennis
Pro at the Wooster Country Club. In his personal
life, Daniel has a simple philosophy: Put God First.
He celebrated this past year with Baptism and
dedication to our Lord, Jesus Christ. Daniel is a
loyal friend, creative and entertaining and loves to
make people laugh! He is looking towards a career
in Film Production and the Sciences of Meteorology
and Marine Biology.
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DANIEL JOSEPH SCIBIUR
Daniel has been active in Portage Community
Chapel’s Youth and AWANA programs. He raises
rabbits in 4-H, and won Grand Champion Meat
Pen last year. His love of computer games and
videos keep him busy in his free time. Daniel
plans to start a vocational rehab training program.
We pray God used us all at our potential.

DELIA LYNN DESOUSA
God has blessed us with the opportunity to
homeschool Delia since kindergarten. Delia
is very caring, helpful, and creative. She has a
love for animals and enjoys photography, scrapbooking and volleyball. She hopes to attend
college to pursue a degree as a veterinary
technician as well as continue to further her skills
in photography. We pray for God’s continued
blessings for her.

EMILY LYNN BECTON
Emily Becton has been homeschooled her
entire life. She has participated in speech
competitions, piano, Bible Bee, various sports
and is deeply involved with serving in her
church’s children’s ministry. Emily will pursue a
career in cosmetology after graduation, focusing
on management with the goal of starting her own
business.

GEMMA ADAHLIA ARENDT
Gemma is a quiet, sensitive soul with the iron
resolve and fearlessness of her frontier ancestors.
She is a poet, a fiddler, an inspired chef, a modest
fashionista, and an animal whisperer. We have
no idea what she’s going to do next, but it will be
interesting!

GRACE LOUISE ERB
Grace is third in line to graduate in the Erb family!
Owning, raising, & competing with her animals
has been a big part of her life and education. She
is very active on our farm, in her church, and is
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a member of 4-H and FFA. She hopes to one day
have a performance equestrian facility and study
holistic veterinarian medicine.

JASON STEPHEN JACKSON
Jason, the fifth-born son of Steve and Di Anna
Jackson, home schooled since birth, demonstrates
a cheerful servant’s spirit and is truly a blessing to
his family and others. Because he enjoys running,
Jason has competed in several 5-Ks and the
Columbus Half-Marathon, and in his senior year
joined the Lakewood track team. Jason plans to
attend OSU this fall, considering missions work in
Haiti or Africa. His parents pray Jason will be like
the Psalm 1 man, firmly planted along streams of
living water, who yields fruit in season, whose leaf
does not wither, and who prospers in all his ways.

JESSICA ANN METHENY
Jessica, the youngest of five children, has been
homeschooled her entire life. Science, Art, Band
and Choir have been her favorite subjects to study.
She is our “social butterfly” and enjoys discovering
new places and people. Among her “favorite things
to do” are spending time with family, friends and
especially her niece, Bailee. This year she is in a
shadowing program at Knox Community Hospital
and is planning to attend OSU to pursue a degree
in Radiologic Science Technology.

JESSICA J PLESZ
Jessica has been homeschooled from the age of
4. She has been accepted to Kent State University
where she will pursue a degree in Radiology and
a minor in Journalism. Jessica’s hobbies include
reading, writing short stories, sketching and
crocheting. She has matured into a wonderful and
loving Christian lady and has been a tremendous
blessing to her parents who love her very much.

JIANA MARY MILLER
Jiana has been homeschooled for 11 years.
She enjoys playing her violin, piano and ukulele
and singing with her co-op choir. She also enjoys
The Companion – Fall 2014

hanging out with friends, playing with her dog,
and writing. Jiana is an active member of her
youth group. After high school she is planning to
go to YWAM, Newcastle, Australia with a focus
on music and arts.

JOE GLENN LAUTZENHEISER
Homeschooling has blessed Joe to develop his
love for Jesus along with his family. Joe enjoys
playing swing, classical, and old-time music on
his violin and other instruments at nationwide
competitions. Over the past few years, Joe has
savored competitive speech and debate through
Christian Communicators of Ohio. To blow off
steam, Joe enjoys the prolonged suffering and
battles of bicycle racing. Joe will further his
academic interests by attending Patrick Henry
College this fall.

JORDAN DOUGLAS STECHSCHULTE
Jordan is a very creative and inquisitive person.
He loves the Lord with all his heart, mind, and
soul. He enjoys ministering at various church
events, volunteering for Relay for LIfe, Vacation
Bible School, and Special Olympics. He enjoys
karate and works whenever he can. He wants to
study Civil Engineering and minor business.

JOSEPH MICHAEL KROEGER
Joseph Michael Kroeger is the fourth child
of Alan and Elissa Kroeger of Conneaut, OH.
Joseph is an Eagle Scout and has been the
president of a regional Teen Speech club in
which he participated for six years. He is an avid
reader, reading 50-100 books in any given year.
He loves the outdoors, baseball and football.
He plans to study Emergency Management at
Lakeland Community College in the fall.

JOSHUA DANIEL WILSON
Joshua has a strong vision to equip young
men with a Biblical worldview, and encourage
them in Biblical manhood and fatherhood.
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He enjoys public speaking, leading praise and
worship, songwriting, and personal discipleship.
Joshua is the eldest of nine children and serves
as a godly role model to many. In his free time you
can find him reading, camping, hunting, hiking,
and otherwise enjoying God’s creation. Joshua is
currently pursuing a degree with CollegePlus.

JOSIAH KELLUM LAIVINS
During his high school years, Josiah has been
active in his church, community, and homeschool
group. He enjoyed youth group and played guitar
for youth band. Helping with VBS and youth
events were a great experience for him. At a local
Christian community center, Josiah volunteered in
an afterschool program. Through his homeschool
group, he participated in drama, art, science labs,
Lego League/Robofest competitions, and social
events with friends. Josiah will major in engineering.

KATELYN RENEE BURNS
Katelyn Burns was born in Montgomery, Alabama
on April 15, 1996. She is an avid Auburn fan and
loves football. She was involved in competitive
cheer-leading for five years. Katelyn is always
trying to make other people smile as well as trying
to be every ones friend. She enjoys working in the
community and has volunteered at the Ronald
McDonald house along with the local soup kitchen.
She is looking to further her education as a wireless
engineer after she graduates.

KATIE JOANNA URSICH
Katie has been home educated since kindergarten. Her interests and activities include
sewing, piano and guitar, livestock husbandry, 4-H
leadership and shooting sports. She is a loving,
helpful daughter with a servant’s heart. Katie’s
desire upon graduation is to become licensed
in massage therapy and to further her skills in
preparation for being a godly wife, mother, and
home educator.
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LAURA ROSE CAMPBELL
I am the eighteen year old daughter of Allan and
Rose Ann Campbell. I have been homeschooled
thirteen years. I have taken piano, guitar and
dance lessons. I’ve sang in the church choir,
sharing the joy of Christ. Being involved in 4-H for
11 years, taking projects in horse and leadership
have shaped me into the person I am today. I
will be entering The University of Findlay to study
Accounting and Equine Business Management.

LAUREN MICHELLE PUTMAN
Being home schooled is something that I look
back on and realize how readily it impacted my life.
It gave my education structured direction while
allowing room for creativity and life lessons. My
mother’s teaching journey inspired me to follow
my own path into the education field, and I am
pursuing a degree in Early Childhood Education
at Wright State University. I look forward to
inspiring children to grow, create, discover, and
to love learning.

LYDIA DIANE NEISWANDER
I loved homeschooling and having freedom for
hands-on learning. I enjoy landscaping, painting
rooms, cross-stitching, knitting, decorating,
drama, flute, worship team, puppets, Barbershop
Harmony Camp and volunteering. My work
experiences are baby-sitting, landscaping, Home
Hardware, and currently, Sweeties, a candy
shop. I will pursue my dream as a flight attendant.
Thank-you to all who have been part of my life ;
also to God who plants dreams in my heart and
directs my steps.

MAGDALENA ROSE BEACHY
Magdalena is our family’s last homeschool
graduate. She has followed in her sister and
brother’s footsteps as an excellent, enthusiastic
student, both academically and spiritually. Her
personal highlights have been raising three
ducklings and hand-sewing five complete dolls.
Besides volunteering at the Madison County
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hospital and Country Closet missions store, she
enjoys helping with Sunday School and the church
nursery. Magdalena is enrolled at Clark State
Community College in Early Childhood Education.

MARINDA LYNN WINSLOW
Marinda has been homeschooled since the first
grade. She enjoys making movies, reading, music,
and is a diligent writer. She has participated in
ballet, piano, has studied sign language and is
currently studying Hebrew. Has done volunteer
work with Kiducation at a local youth group.
Marinda is also an entrepreneur and has recently
started a jewelry business as co-owner. Her plans
for the future include furthering her education in
linguistics and becoming a film director. She hopes
to reach people and help them find God through
whatever she decides to do with her life.

MICHAEL WILLIAM MORRISON
Whether playing guitar alongside his dad in
his church’s praise band or staying fit through
karate and soccer, Michael Morrison has spent
his homeschool years developing his interests,
faith, and talents. But Michael’s real calling has
always been toward emergency services. God has
provided opportunities for Michael to participate
in career explorers posts and ride along on police
and fire calls, leading to his acceptance at The
University of Akron to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in
Emergency Management and Homeland Security.

MIKAELA ANNE KLEIN
Mikaela has been home educated her whole life.
In addition to her schooling, she has successfully
completed Geauga County’s Youth Leadership
Program and was chosen to represent the class
of 2013 to future alumni. Mik enjoys singing,
acting and stage managing at her local community
theater. After graduation she plans to continue her
secretarial and web development duties at O’Reilly
Equipment as well as her position assisting the
director at the Geauga Theater.
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NATALIE GRACE ROMEO
Natalie is the eldest daughter of ten children
and the second to graduate. She has been an
active member of 4-H for several years, where
she has achieved many honors and awards.
She enjoys music, art, and storytelling, and has
a passion for history. Natalie plays violin and
teaches piano to her younger siblings. She has
written a novel, which she intends to publish.
Following graduation Natalie hopes to travel,
study languages, and continue her home jewelry
business.

NATHANAEL OWEN MEDLEY
Nathanael is a very goal-oriented young man,
who loves sharing the word of God with others
and enjoys photography and showing poultry.
He aspires to a career in agriculture and animal
husbandry. At age 16, he founded the Eastern
Ohio Poultry Association - to network poultry
enthusiasts in eastern Ohio; providing a support
group for those interested in raising and showing
poultry. He will be hosting his first show in
September of this year.

NINA MARIA TIBERI
Nina loves to share her love and passion
for the Lord with those around her. She is an
excellent student and has exceled in her studies.
She plans to continue her education working and
volunteering with children. Nina enjoys drawing,
singing and being involved in the church. She is
currently competing in the Fine Arts Competition
for Nationals.

SAMUEL JAMES ERB
Samuel is the second in line to graduate in
the Erb Family! He enjoys working on the family
farm. He can always be counted on to repair or
build anything that is needed. In his free time he
enjoys hand making hunting knives and bows. He
is an avid lover of hunting and studying history.
He looks forward to working in a missions based
ministry.
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SARAH EMILY BEOUGHER
Sarah’s love for the Lord, her family and friends
is evident in her delightful personality, joyful smile
and her servant’s heart. She is the second oldest
of eight children. Sarah enjoys gardening, baking,
piano and most recently has acquired two Dutch
Belted heifers; she hopes to begin a local herdshare. She is a Grace Hospice volunteer and
creates cards for the patients. Sarah’s hope for the
future is to be a godly wife and mother.

SARAH GEORGE PETERSON
Sarah is a cheerful and cooperative young
woman who has brought her parents nothing but
joy all of her years. The second of seven children,
she is a prolific reader, a cheerful worker, and an
encouraging friend. She enjoys gardening, singing,
dancing, and sewing. After graduation, Sarah plans
to expand her piano-teaching business and to
continue studying herbalism. Her deepest longing
is to see God receive the glory due His name.

STEPHEN ROBERT RYLANDER
Stephen has a heart to serve others and loves
the Lord. He is the youngest of four siblings, all
homeschool graduates. He is an excellent student
and loves to read. Stephen is an Eagle Scout
and has gone on high adventure trips to the 2010
National Jamboree, Philmont Boy Scout Ranch
and Florida Sea Base. He has played drums for
11 years, actively serves on the worship team
at Victory Life Church and plays in his brother’s
band. Stephen enjoys playing soccer, golf and is a
certified scuba diver. His future plans are to attend
West Point.

TERESA ASHLEY BEGG
Tippy is one of ten children and has been
homeschooled since kindergarten. She has studied
the piano for twelve years and plays keyboard for
her youth group worship band. She also enjoys
snowboarding and boating. Her family has fostered
twenty-three children over the years. She hopes to
continue the family heritage by becoming a social
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worker. She will attend Cuyahoga Community
College and then finish her degree at Cleveland
State University.

TRAVIS ALLEN ADKINS
He was born in 1995 and was six weeks early.
He got out in three days from the hospital,”To
God be the Glory”! I was 42 years old when he
was born. He truly is our gift from God. In some
of his studies he excelled and some he struggled
but he got it done. He would work until he did his
best! He loves The Lord and plays the tambourine
in church.

TRENTON MARK BEACHY
Trenton has made many great memories.
Among his favorites are those from Awana, Bethel
Camp, sports at Hartville Christian, running track
for our local high school, missions trips, activities
with his youth group, and hanging out with his
brothers and friends. We’ve been blessed to see
him grow in his commitment to Christ and have
seen him look for opportunities to serve Him . We
look forward to seeing the plans God has for him.

VICTORIA LIBBYLEIGH GATES
Victoria came to know and love The Lord her 8th
grade year. It was her idea to start homeschooling
beginning with high school, to begin sanctifying
herself, be separate, and to seek The Lord fully.
Following The Lord according to His call: in the
steps of Brainerd, Muller, Ravenhill and Brother
Lawrence. Unless a seed falls to the ground and
dies, it can bare no fruit. Daily: deny yourself, pick
up your cross and follow Christ. To Him alone be
the Glory.

WAYNE ALLAN CAMPBELL
I am the eighteen year old son of Allan and Rose
Ann Campbell. I have been homeschooled thirteen
years. I play the piano, organ, trombone, and
bass guitar as well as dance, and sing in church
choir. I enjoy sharing my faith of Christ with others.
Participating in 4-H for eleven years, with robotics
projects and leadership has led me to major in
Computer Science in college this Fall. f

JOIN US MAY 28-30, 2015 FOR THE

TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY/CHEO
CONFERENCE!
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A

Good

Move
By Rosemary Laberee
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In a culture which promotes all that is fast and
all that has flash, I am very happy that there is
a game like chess to rescue us from it all. Educational experts all mourn the impact of television, video games and internet wanderings on
our kids’ capacity to concentrate and persevere
in matters of the mind. They know it’s a braindrain. We know it’s a brain-drain. Chess to the
rescue.
Chess is like health food for the mind. Who
among us hasn’t learned the tough fact that we
are what we eat. After a day of excess sugar,
carbs and fat, who can get much done? Well,
the same can be said of the mind. What goes
into a mind, comes out in a life.

education is very strongly linked to accelerated
levels of cognitive development. Repeatedly,
chess has been demonstrated to increase the IQ
of both male and female children after less than a
year of studying and playing regularly.

The studies that have been done (and that are
ongoing) all point to the huge academic edge
that kids gain when they play chess regularly.
To further illustrate the ‘common knowledge’ aspect of the benefits of chess, thirteen years ago
New Jersey Bill #S452 was passed. It authorizes
the schools in NJ to teach chess. Among other
praises, it states that “the legislature found that
chess from the second grade up enables pupils
to learn skills which will serve them throughout
their lives.’

Consider it medicine for the mind. Hey, some
folks go to the gym to work their bodies so they
stay young and strong, and some drink carrot
juice and green tea to boost their immune systems. Why not treat our brains the same?

And that’s just the beginning. It’s not just for the
kids. YOU can benefit, too. If you have young children or many children and you are homeschooling, you are pulled in many different directions.
You don’t get to finish half your sentences, and
your mind is skimming over dozens of topics per
minute. This is a recipe for habitual, disjointed
thinking. It doesn’t matter that you started out
years ago with a mind like a steel trap.

And just in case you (or your child) think that
chess is just for nerds … all I can say is… watch
a few games. Observe the children taking risks,
evaluating an attack and gutting it out to the end.
I think you’ll change your mind. f

Some of these (in no particular order) are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Focus
Critical thinking
Decision making
Patience and Planning
Problem solving
Concentration
Spatial awareness
Self-discipline

Numerous countries have studied the educational benefits of chess. All conclude that chess
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL

Treasure
Hunt
By Nancy Manos

After a few years of homeschooling, we found
ourselves in a bit of a rut that created an undesirable
sense of monotony. This went against the grain of
the joyful learning experience I desired and worked
so hard to cultivate for our daughters.
In talking with my husband and really looking at our
routine, I realized that our life had become one long,
continuous stream of schooling without any significant
celebrations or milestones to mark the end of one
season and the beginning of the next—particularly
the celebration of a new school year.
This was especially true during the years where
we took very little time off during the summer
months. And, of course, there were many years
where it felt like math or grammar or spelling were
never ending because we just continued on from
one level to the next.
So in a moment of inspiration, I came up with the
idea to do a back-to-school treasure hunt to kick off
the new school year. It was the perfect activity to
build an atmosphere of excitement and celebration
for the girls ... and for me, too! The back-to-school
treasure hunt became a tradition that lasted many
years in our home education adventure.
The night before our first day of school, after the
girls went to bed and the house was quiet, I got to
work writing clues—silly, rhyming clues that made
us all giggle.
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The treasure hunt started with their first clue,
which they had to work together to solve. It was
important to me that this was a teamwork activity,
not a competition to see who could finish first.
Each clue would lead them to another clue hidden
somewhere else in the house.
Some years I hid prizes with each clue, so they
collected treasure along the way. Other years the
treasure was discovered all at once at the end of
the hunt.
The prizes often included new school supplies—
crayons, markers, erasers, rulers, notebooks,
colored pencils, art supplies, etc.—and there were
candy treats as well.
One year we splurged on an electronic dictionary
for each of the girls. Other years the rewards were
things like beanbag chairs, a board game, a new
DVD, or an Adventures in Odyssey CD set.
If you’re looking for a fun, easy-to-implement,
and inexpensive way to celebrate the start of
a new school year, you might consider doing a
back-to-school treasure hunt. Laughing together,
celebrating milestones, and working together have
all built some very special, long lasting, happy
memories for our family and I hope they do the
same for your family as well! f
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Here are some examples of clues to help
you get started. (I know! They’re corny. Go
ahead and laugh. It’s okay. Really!)
Sample clues to serve as inspiration to get
families started.

CLUE #1

(to be handed to the child/ren to get them
started)

Our back to school treasure has been
hidden with pleasure
Look for Clue #2 near a tool used to
measure
[Hide Clue #2 where you keep measuring
cups or spoons]

CLUE #2

CLUE #4
Words and phrases, people and places
To find Clue #5 look between the
pages
[Hide Clue #5 on a bookshelf or where you
keep your library books]

CLUE #5
You’re getting warmer
Hurry! Don’t stumble!
The treasure you seek can be found
In a drum where your clothes take a
tumble
[Hide the treasure in the dryer]

Right foot, left foot, hole in the toe
To find Clue #3, you must know where
feet go
[Hide Clue #3 where you keep socks or shoes]

CLUE #3
Scrubba-dub-dub
Clue #4 won’t be found in the tub
But you might be surprised to find it
nearby
[Hide Clue #4 somewhere near the bathtub
or in the linen closet]
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Nancy Manos and her husband, James, have
two daughters whom they homeschooled all
the way through high school. The Manos’
home education journey was a rich, rewarding, sometimes challenging experience, and
Nancy is passionate about encouraging others in the homeschool adventure. Nancy and
James have been on the board of directors for
Arizona Families for Home Education (AFHE)
since 2004 where Nancy serves as the
Convention Director as well as the Editor and
Graphic Artist for AFHE’s quarterly magazine,
the Arizona Home Education Journal.
www.nancymanos.com | www.afhe.org
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Under
His Wings
By Maribeth Spangenberg

24

The Companion – Fall 2014

crossed over the bridge from New Jersey
to Pennsylvania. Sensing my husband’s
exhaustion, I had offered to drive home from
our weekend away. Glancing into the rear view
mirror, I saw the alarmed faces of our three
youngest children. Exiting the off ramp, we
had found ourselves on a very dark expanse of
road. I could understand how someone could
be hiding up above. With no lights to expose
them, the scoundrels could easily target cars,
or more specifically, vans.
Not too long ago I had read of an incident that
occurred in another state, where the exact same
thing had happened to a minivan. But instead of
landing on the vehicle’s roof, the hurling object
had gone through the windshield and killed a
young mother of three.
“Safety is of the Lord,” I heard resounding
in my heart. “Nothing will happen to you and
your loved ones except what I allow,” the Lord
gently whispered.
“I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and
my fortress: my God; in him will I trust…Surely
he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler….He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust….thou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night.”
Psalm 91:2-5

It’s amazing how after-the-fact the adrenalin
kicked in and I found myself start to shake.
Anger began to creep in at the ill-wishers who
had tried to harm us. At the same time, I fought
the fear as to what COULD have happened.

The loud, thundering crash echoed
throughout the whole van. At first, our minds
could not grasp its source or the damage it
had done. My first instinct was to slow down.

The next day, in sunlight, my husband found
the point of impact on our van roof, and it was
an evident “indentation.” In fact, there were
two additional “indentations” where the obvious
heavy-weight projectile had evidently bounced.
I shudder to think how, if it had hit glass, rather
than an indentation there would have been a
shattering with injury.

“No, keep going!” my husband stated
emphatically. “Don’t stop!” Heeding my
spouse’s warning, I immediately accelerated
and merged onto the approaching highway.
And then it hit me!
“I think someone intentionally threw
something on us from that overpass!” I
exclaimed. “They probably did,” my husband
clarified. “We are passing through a bad
neighborhood, and if we had stopped, they
might have even tried to rob us.”
It was late at night, and we had just
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Again, the Lord calmed my spirit. “Safety is
of the Lord. The hedge of protection is intact!”

How grateful I am for a God Who is all-seeing
and never sleeps. He truly has me and my loved
ones under the shelter of His wings.

Prayer:

Thank you, Lord, exceedingly, for your
protection, and for the assurance that You are
ever watching over us! f
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The Home Schooling Father: How You Can
Play a Decisive Role in Your Child’s Success
By Michael Farris
From a father of 10 homeschooled children comes sound advice,
insight and encouragement for fathers of homeschooling families. In
straightforward language, he covers six areas: spiritual leadership,
helping your wife, being a protector and preparing your children
for a career, marriage and citizenship. Roll up your sleeves and
get involved!

Carpe
Librum...
Seize the book!

101 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum:
Choosing the Right Curriculum and
Approach for Each Child’s Learning Style
By Cathy Duffy

Click “Shop” on our
website (cheohome.org)
to find a link to

Walking you through the process of choosing an educational
approach; setting personal goals; and accounting for parent/
child learning styles, the veteran homeschooler and curriculum
expert provides an “at-a-glance” chart comparison and reviews
of top Christian resources---so you can embark with confidence.

The First Year of Homeschooling Your Child
By Linda Dobson
All it takes is a simple click
and you will support CHEO
with your purchase!

Thank you!

The first year of homeschooling is daunting for everyone; the
unfamiliar jargon, the too-many-to-count curriculum choices,
the methods that everyone swears by...it’s almost enough to
make you give up before you’ve started! Let The First Year of
Homeschooling Your Child take off some of the pressure by
answering your most urgent questions, and giving you some
encouragement and hard-learned advice along the way. This
guide will help you to determine your first steps, build your
own educational philosophy and discover the best ways to
cater to your child’s learning philosophy.

Help for the Harried Homeschooler: A
Practical Guide to Balancing Your Child’s
Education with the Rest of Your Life
By Christine Field
Experienced homeschooler Christine Field offers insight into
challenges such as: teaching multiple ages, avoiding burnout,
managing crises and balancing time demands, to help homeschool
parents provide a valuable educational experience while enjoying
a rich home life.
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1. Central: Deer Creek State Park, Mt. Sterling
www.deercreekstateparklodge.com

2. North: Mohican State Park, Loudonville
www.mohicanstatepark.org

Out&
About

3. Northeast: Portage Lakes State Park, Akron
www.parks.ohiodnr.gov/portagelakes

inOhio

4. South Central: Hocking Hills State Park, Logan
www.thehockinghills.org
		

5. South West: Hueston Woods State Park, Oxford
www.parks.ohiodnr.gov/huestonwoods

To check out these

family-friendly

locations and enjoy
E X P L O R I N G our
beautiful state!

3

(click on
the links!)

2
5
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By Michael P. Donnelly, Esq.,
Director of International Relations

Minute
Superintendent
Scoffs at Teacher
Review as

“Unreliable”

Many parents (and teachers) agree that
standardized tests aren’t the best measure of
academic achievement for all children. Although a
majority of states do not require annual academic
assessments, Ohio’s homeschool law does
require an annual assessment which must be
submitted to the local public school superintendent
with subsequent homeschool notices. Thus, like
many states, Ohio homeschool law gives parents
options for evaluating academic proficiency of
homeschooled children for compliance with Ohio’s
homeschool law.
Portfolio assessments are a common method used
across many jurisdictions that require assessments.
They are a legitimate alternative for homeschool
families to demonstrate academic proficiency. In
Ohio such a review must be conducted by a certified
teacher who reviews the portfolio and develops a
narrative stating that the teacher has reviewed the
portfolio and that academic progress has been
achieved commensurate with the age and ability
of the child.

Official Disdain

However, one Ohio superintendent scoffs at the
portfolio in a letter to local homeschool families.
St. Mary’s Superintendent Shawn Brown
wrote to one homeschooler that “[a]lthough the
state rule does permit a written narrative from a
certified teacher to be substituted for a nationally
normed, standardized achievement test; we do
not recommend this option. Such assessments
in our opinion cannot provide parents and the
school district with reliable data as to how a child’s
performance compares with that of other students
at the same grade level.”
According to Mr. Brown, Ohio’s own certified
teachers can’t provide “reliable data.” Aren’t these
Mr. Brown’s own staff? Teaching in his own schools?
It seems obvious that a certified teacher working
with a parent and reviewing a child’s portfolio should
be a reasonable, reliable and appropriate way to
assess whether a child is making progress that is
appropriate with the child’s age and ability.

Within Their Rights

HSLDA Staff Attorney Michael Donnelly wrote to
Mr. Brown explaining that families have every right
to use the portfolio option to fulfill the assessment
requirement and that it was inappropriate at best for

28

The Companion – Fall 2014

the superintendent to share his “opinion” in this way.
“Standardized testing is only one of the options
available to homeschool families to complete the
required end-of-year assessments,” wrote Donnelly.
“In addition, the Ohio Administrative Code Section
3301-34-04(B)(2) specifically states that parents may
alternatively submit ‘a written narrative indicating that
a portfolio of samples of the child’s work has been
reviewed and that the child’s academic progress for
the year is in accordance with the child’s abilities.’ ”
He continued: “The Ohio Legislature has
specifically recognized that assessments can and
do present a representative sample of a child’s
work and progress in their home education. Local
school districts do not have authority to change this
regulation or put their own stricter standards in place
just because they think assessments from their own
teachers aren’t ‘reliable.’ ”

Revision Requested

Donnelly asked the superintendent to revise future
letters to reflect the legal requirements of Ohio
homeschool law and to refrain from discouraging

homeschoolers from using a legal and legitimate
means of assessment to demonstrate academic
achievement.
In HSLDA’s documentary on the Common Core,
Building the Machine, Wayne Brasler of University of
Chicago Lab Schools teachers says children “aren’t
apples, they’re people.” The Common Core system is
a one-size-fits-all education system with nationalized
standards, assessments, databases and more. But
homeschooling provides parents with alternative
methods of instruction and assessment recognizing
that that children are different and deserve to be treated
that way. Hopefully, Mr. Brown will re-assess his own
views on the subject soon.

Protect Your Family

If you have questions or difficulties in a school
accepting your family’s homeschool diploma, don’t
hesitate to contact HSLDA. We are happy to assist
you! If you aren’t a member of HSLDA—what are
you waiting for? By standing together we can fight
discrimination against homeschoolers and protect our
fundamental freedoms. Join today! f

Become a CHEO Member!
When you support Christian Home Educators of Ohio
with your membership you’ll receive the following benefits:
• $10 discount to the annual CHEO convention
• $5 discount on admission to the Creation Museum
• $8 discount on Home School Digest magazine

• $120 discount on CollegePlus enrollment
• $40 discount on College In A Bag (CollegePlus)
• $20 discount on a membership with HSLDA

Please Print Clearly

Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Husband’s Name: __________________________ Wife’s Name: __________________________
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ______
Zip: ___________________ Ohio County: _____________________________________________
Phone: ( _____) _______________________ E-mail: ____________________________________
Are you an HSLDA Member? - q Yes

q No		

Add me to the CHEO e-mail list - q Yes

q No

q Are you a Support Group Leader? If so, name your Support Group: _________________________
q Membership fee of $30 enclosed
q Donation of $ _____ enclosed
Please send me _____ additional CHEO brochures for my friends
CHEO appreciates your support as you join us in furthering
home education in Ohio. Become a CHEO member online at
www.cheohome.org or fill out and mail this form today!
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Send this form, along
with your check to:

CHEO
573 Hebron Road #301
Heath, OH 43056
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Special
Needs
HOMESCHOOLING

How Hard
Should We
Push Our Kids?

Melinda L. Boring is a speech/language pathologist, workshop presenter, homeschooling mother
and author. Her experience with distractible and
hyperactive children has been developed in both
a professional and personal capacity. She and her
husband, Scott, live in Columbus, Ohio.

Have you ever worried because your child
seems unmotivated? Perhaps he does the bare
minimum amount of work required for his school
assignments. Maybe your daughter waits to be
told what to do and needs constant supervision to
ensure that she completes assignments. These
children just don’t seem to care if they learn or not,
and they are certainly not self-motivated when it
comes time to do schoolwork. Here’s an interesting
thought. Everyone is motivated to do something,
and if you learn to be observant of your child he
will show you what motivates him.
Ideally, you want your child to have intrinsic
motivation, meaning they are internally motivated
to succeed at tasks. These are the children who
push themselves to greater achievement. Working
hard to achieve good results is very satisfying.
They want to do well and don’t need to have a
teacher standing over them to keep them on task
because they feel rewarded by a job well done.
In extreme cases, and sometimes into adulthood,
these students appear self-driven to accomplish
their goals. Children like these do not need much
parental pushing to challenge them to work hard
because they have learned how to motivate and
push themselves toward greater knowledge and
skills.
Then there are the children who are not
intrinsically motivated and are dependent on
externalized prompts and perceived rewards to
entice them to work hard. They will work for prizes
or extra privileges. They respond to reward systems
that offer some sort of desirable treat or activity with
great frequency, because they can’t work too hard
or long for a distant reward. They tend to live in the
moment and not give a lot of thought to what may
or may not occur in the future. They need lots of
pats on the back and little rewards to keep them
going because they are not intrinsically satisfied
by working hard and getting things done.

You can contact Melinda through her
website at www.headsupnow.com.
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Do these children need to be pushed along? I
think so. Without any parental input they might
never choose to do schoolwork. For some of us,
if we wait until our children indicate that they are
ready and willing to learn we could be waiting
a long, long time. Usually our children have at
least a few areas that are of interest to them, but
often these are not the academic subjects that
we must teach. Our children may be motivated
to play video games or draw pictures, but for
activities that are not highly interesting to them
they simply don’t have the internal drive to do
those tasks anyway.
Yes, there are many children who need a gentle
push to keep them moving in the right direction.
How much we push depends on the needs of
the children. For example, a student may appear
unmotivated when in fact he is a struggling learner
and the work actually is harder for him than for
most children. We push such a student to do
his best by providing the support and strategies
that will help him learn. When there is truly a
learning difference, we can’t just push the child
to try harder. We can, however, teach this child
how to be persistent, how to advocate for what
he needs and the importance of doing his best
in everything he sets out to do.
Another factor in how much we should push
our children is their developmental level. Notice
I did not say to go by how old they are, but
by their developmental level. That is because
there are great variations in maturity, and using
chronological age as the determining factor in
your expectations for a child is often not the best
criteria. Some children are slower to mature, and
all the well-intended pushing we can muster will
not force their bodies and brains to mature more
quickly. A rule of thumb that I use is to push the
children in order to challenge them, but don’t
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push so much that it just frustrates them. In that
case, pushing our children backfires and we have
additional resistance to our attempts to move them
along more quickly.
A final consideration is your child’s temperament.
Some children tend to be shy or introverted. Should
you push these children into social situations
because they have to learn how to deal with a
lot of different kinds of people? While that may
be true, I think it’s important to be sensitive to
our children’s comfort level. I have an introverted
child who finds crowded social situations stressful
and draining. Should I push him into more group
situations so he can get used to it? I think not. If I
force my child to engage in a lot of social activities
when he does not feel the need for them and does
not enjoy them, I think it sends a message to the
child that I am trying to change him. In the child’s
mind, our attempts to push them into uncomfortable
situations often become translated as “There must
be something wrong with me because I really don’t
enjoy this at all.”
We all want our children to be successful. Some
will mature and become more motivated while
others will always be more reliant on external
motivators. Here’s the rub. We can do our children
a disservice if we don’t push them because their
childish ways could prevent them from learning
what they need to know. On the other hand, if we
push too hard we can frustrate and discourage
our children and that negatively impacts our
relationship with them. How do you decide how
much to push your children? As for me, I always
felt like I was just the slightest bit out of balance no
matter how much or how little I pushed my children.
Being a good teacher and parent is not an exact
science, but we can continually make corrections
as needed once we learn to observe our children
and the ways they learn. f
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6 Science Activities for Kids
Fun science activities for the kids. They will have a blast
and learn at the same time!
www.skiptomylou.org/2014/02/28/6-science-activities-for-kids

11 Tips – Teaching
Children Hospitality
Teaching hospitality takes effort and awareness. Make it
a part of your normal school day. Here’s how!
www.blessedbeyondadoubt.com/teachingchildren-hospitality-free-printable

Photo-Writing – Digital
Photography for Kids
Want a fun and creative way to get your students writing?
Try photo writing!
www.imaginationsoup.net/2012/03/photo-writinga-day-in-the-life-of/#sthash.zoqq6gfQ.qjtu

Rebekah lives with her family on a
beautiful hill in central Ohio. She
works part-time as an English
tutor for kids in South Korea…
as well as a nanny for two young
girls. She also loves spinning and
dying speciality yarns as a business venture. Rebekah is happy
to be a part of The Companion
team and will be contributing fun
and interesting places to visit on
the web.

A Call to Homeschool
High School
A wonderful blog on the reason to homeschool
through graduation.
www.simplehomeschool.net/call/?utm_
source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig
n=Feed:+SimpleHomeschool+(Simple+Homeschool)
Note: These articles have been reviewed and deemed appropriate for
Companion readers. Please use caution when following a link away from the
given articles. CHEO cannot take responsibility for any offensive content you
may discover beyond the websites shown here. Proceed at your own discretion.
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Thank You!
Ed and Stephanie Garrett have
concluded their tenure as members
of the Board of Directors for CHEO.
The Garretts have labored in many
different capacities over the past
18 years and we are grateful for
their efforts and dedication to
this organization. We wish them
nothing but the best as they focus
their attentions and talents in other
directions.
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HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535

Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

I homeschooled my three children for 12
years and now that they are grown I work
full time tutoring children with reading
problems and helping homeschooling
parents set up curriculum.
You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.
I will also include (if you desire) a free
informal reading evaluation for any of your
children if you schedule
it during your portfolio
assessment.
Seminar topics and
workshop titles are
available on the
website.
Member of HSLDA,
CHEO and Home
on the Rock (local
support group)
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Graduating
in 2015?

Collect Box Tops
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission
of box tops is November 15, 2014. Box tops can be mailed to
the CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shopping or
recycling ink cartridges at your favorite office
store. Use the following Reward Numbers.
If you forget the number, then use our
phone number to have the Rewards Points
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank you
for sharing with us!

Staples: 4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658
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Your Faith
Mattersto

your
family
by Eric Jones
As I was reading through the story of Noah this
morning, I had some interesting thoughts about the
importance of a father’s faith and how it can bring
blessing and protection to his entire family. Men…
our faith matters.
Noah was a righteous man and was considered
blameless. So when God decided to purge the earth
of the evil that man had created, He recognized Noah
and made plans to save him. However, we see that
God ended up saving more than just Noah. He also
decided to save Noah’s wife, his sons, and his sons’
wives.
It is interesting that scripture does not mention that
any of these family members were righteous and
blameless or walking with God. So why were they
spared? Was it because God had to repopulate the
earth and needed them for that task? God could have
started all over with just Noah and his wife.
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Was it because the sons helped their father build

The stakes are high, so let’s put our trust in God,

the ark and this was their reward? Was it the faith

circumcise our hearts to the Lord, and live out who

of the sons and their wives that saved them? In

we are in Christ.

Hebrews, it only mentions that it was the faith of
Noah that actually saved his entire family from the
pain and destruction of the epic flood.
Do not think that I am advocating that a father’s
faith can provide eternal salvation for his family. For

May we “find favor in the eyes of the Lord” and be
called “righteous and blameless among the people”
just as Noah was. And may our families be invited
onto the ark in times of trouble and turmoil because
of our faith. f

you see, the ark only saved them from the serious
storms of this life and the judgment of God for a
period of time. They all eventually died and were
accountable to God individually.
However, as men, we can never underestimate
the importance that our faith plays in the life of our
entire family. The faith and obedience of a father
can protect his family from many storms in this life.

Eric Jones is a homeschool dad, the Lead Pastor of
Evident Life Church in Gilbert, Arizona, and the Director
of the East Valley House of Prayer (EVHOP). Eric and
his wonderful wife, Velvet, have been married for 20
years and are blessed with one daughter and three sons.
Reprinted with permission.

It can provide that spiritual “hedge of protection”
that is wide enough to shelter others.
Men, it is humbling and exciting to know that
our faith affects more than just our lives.
When we say yes to God and pursue
Him, our families are blessed. Let’s
not take our role as fathers and
spiritual leaders of our families
lightly. We can set
the tone, provide a
covering, and affect
generations to come.
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Christian Home Educators of Ohio
573 Hebron Road #301
Heath, OH 43056

www.cheohome.org
740-522-2460

