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C R O W D
by Lisa Pennington

Going to a homeschool convention (or any 
convention, for that matter) can be overwhelming. 
Hundreds upon hundreds of strangers milling around, 
all there for the same reason you are. Vendors and 
sessions to catch, a friend or two you want to see, 
money, meals, kids—it can be too much!

Being an introvert myself, these kinds of gatherings 
can really make me nervous. I don’t like crowds. Upon 
arrival it is my instinct to look around for places to hide. 
Can I just pick up my math, hear Ken Ham, and then 
slip away unnoticed? Doubtful.

However, something happened to change my 
perspective on conventions. I accidentally spoke to 
a stranger, and guess what? The stranger was really 
nice and interesting. So, the thought occurred to me: 
Maybe some of these other 800 people are nice and 

Introvert in a 

Continues on page 23

interesting too! I formulated a plan. The next time I was 
going to go to a convention, I would just walk up to people 
and introduce myself. Weighing the possibility of death by 
embarrassment against the opportunity to meet more nice 
and interesting people, I decided the cost was worth it.

I am not going to lie—it wasn’t easy. I spent the few 
days before convention praying.  I kept asking God to 
give me courage. I knew the key was to think of the other 
person before myself. If I was mostly interested in them 
and not in talking about myself, then what did I have to 
lose? All they could do was reject me; and if my interest 
was in them and not in myself, it didn’t matter (…easier 
said than done).

Armed with prayer and a little determination, I headed to 
the convention, dedicated to meeting three new people—
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by Michael Farris

As I write this—bleary-eyed in a sweatshirt and 
pajamas at my home computer—my wife, Vickie 
is upstairs trying to get our newborn son, Peter 
James, to go back to sleep. Vickie is even more 
tired than I am because only she can get up during 
the watches of the night to nurse Peter.

Newborns are a lot of hard work. You’d think that 
I’d remember that since this is our tenth child, but I 
tend to forget the details as the months and years 
pass. There is always more work and sacrifice 
required than I remember.

About ten days before Peter was born, I spoke 
at the World Congress on Families in Prague, 
Czech Republic. On the panel with me was a 
pediatrician from Venezuela who said something 
very interesting.

GIVING 
ROOTS TO 

LOVE
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“It’s in the middle of the night when moms are 
so tired and must sacrifice so greatly for their 
babies that they first fall deeply in love with their 
child,” she said.

“People who see your child during the daytime 
hours may admire your baby and think many 
kindly thoughts, but those that really love that 
child most deeply are the ones who have worked 
the hardest to care for and meet the needs of 
that baby.”

We have all heard of the children in orphanages 
who suffer “detachment syndrome” because they 
are not held and cuddled. In short, these children 
suffer because no one loved them enough to care 
for them when it wasn’t convenient.

The comment from the Venezuelan doctor 
caused me to think about homeschooling.

Homeschooling also requires a lot of hard work. 
It is not convenient to prepare lesson plans when 
you’d rather be reading “Drama in Real Life” in 
Reader’s Digest. It is not easy to sit with your 
eight-year-old and try to drill math facts when 
you’d rather be working in your garden. 

Like a newborn, a homeschool student requires 
a lot of hard work that is not convenient and comes 
at a great sacrifice on the part of moms and dads.

I have spoken at a number of homeschool 
graduations. Invariably one or more of the parents 
or students who speak on these occasions share 
that because of homeschooling they feel far closer 
to each other than they ever could have imagined.

Call it bonding. Call it love. Call it what you 
will. But the formula for closeness between a 
parent and a child doesn’t really change as your 
child grows older. Time. Sacrifice. Hard work. 
Inconvenient hours.

The world about us thinks that love blossoms 
only when things are pleasant.

If you only want a love that blossoms, maybe 
there is some truth in this. But if you want a love 
that grows deep roots in your heart that cannot 

be swayed by the winds of change or trouble, then 
the old formula is the best. Time. Sacrifice. Hard 
work. Inconvenient hours.

Homeschooling gives us all a uniquely intense 
opportunity to fall deeply in love with our children 
and they with us. f

Michael Farris is the chancellor of Patrick Henry 
College and chairman of the Home School Legal 
Defense Association. He was the founding president 
of each organization. Farris is a constitutional appellate 
litigator who has served as lead counsel in the United 
States Supreme Court, eight federal circuit courts, 
and the appellate courts of 13 states. He has been a 
leader on Capitol Hill for over 30 years and is widely 
known for his leadership on homeschooling, religious 
freedom, and the preservation of American sovereignty. 
At Patrick Henry College, Farris teaches constitutional 
law, public international law, and coaches PHC’s Moot 
Court team, which has won six national championships. 
A prolific author, Farris has been recognized with a 
number of awards including the Salvatori 
Prize for American Citizenship by the 
Heritage Foundation and as one of the 
“Top 100 Faces in Education for the 20th 
Century” by Education Week magazine. 
Mike and Vickie Farris have 10 children and 
14 grandchildren. 
www.HSLDA.org, 
www.PHC.edu

This article originally 
appeared in the May/
June 1997 Home School 
Court Report published 
by HSLDA. Used with 
permission.
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by David M Watkins

I was reading a small periodical recently and 
came across a story about the great physicist, 
Albert Einstein. It immediately reminded me 
of something I occasionally see manifested 
in veteran home educators. The story goes 
like this: 

“Einstein was once traveling from Princeton 
on a train when the conductor came down the 
aisle, punching tickets of every passenger. 
When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached 
in his vest pocket. He couldn’t find his ticket, 
so he reached in his trouser pockets. It wasn’t 
there, so he looked in his briefcase but could 
not find his ticket. Then he looked in the seat 
beside him. He still couldn’t find it.

“The conductor said, ‘Dr. Einstein, I know 
who you are. We all know who you are. 
I’m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry 
about it.’ Einstein nodded appreciatively. 
The conductor continued down the aisle 
punching tickets. As he was ready to move 
to the next car, he turned around and saw the 
great physicist down on his hands and knees 
looking under his seat for his ticket.

“The conductor rushed back and said, ‘Dr. 
Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don’t worry, I know who 
you are. No problem. You don’t need a ticket. 
I’m sure you bought one.’ Einstein looked at 
him and said, ‘Young man, I, too, know who I 
am. What I don’t know is where I am going.’”

I chuckled and then thought of something. 
It may be possible for parents to become 

so wrapped up in the routine tasks of home 
educating that they forget their real destination. 
The schedule works, the curriculum fits each 
child, the extracurricular activities are properly 
managed, and socialization is no longer a 
concern. Cruise control is then activated with 
the thought that the family members only 
need minor adjustments as they motor down 
the highway of life. A well-crafted routine that 
seems to work can sometimes lull a person 
into lethargy and cause them to think they are 
accomplishing something when in reality they 
are about to go into the ditch.

We all need times of reflection, encouragement, 
continuing education, and revitalization. We 
need to evaluate whether or not the course 
we have set for our children is actually going 
to help them arrive at the intended goal. In 
fact, we may need to reexamine the goal and 
make sure it is God’s goal for our children and 
not man’s. Is your deepest desire to honor and 
serve Jesus Christ with all of your being? 

The annual CHEO convention provides 
those kinds of opportunities. Whether you are 
a veteran home educator of many years or 
a brand new parent just getting started, the 
convention has something for you. Any effort 
you make to get there will be worth it. Our board 
is faithfully bringing this year’s event before 
the Lord and asking Him to bless attendees 
with fresh purpose, encouragement, direction, 
and steadfastness in their homeschooling 
endeavors. We are doing what we can. The 
rest is up to you. Are you registered yet? f

KNOWING WHO WE ARE, 
WHERE WE ARE GOING
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by Heather Haupt

I remember rubbing my belly fondly when I was 
pregnant with my first child and confidently telling 
someone that I was well prepared for parenthood 
because I had babysat so much. Then once the 24/7 
care of a little person for whom I would give my very 
life arrived, the enormity of the responsibility hit and 
I realized how little I really did know about this whole 
parenthood thing.

Well, I ’ve found the same to be true with 
homeschooling. Since I’ve been involved with the 
homeschool community for 27 years now—Yikes, that 
makes me feel old!—I’ve come to realize that while I 
knew a lot about homeschooling and was an expert 
on what it was like from the student end of things, 
there was still so much to learn as I transitioned into 
the parenting end of the homeschool spectrum. Here 
are ten things that I’ve learned about myself so far:

1.  I’m not as patient as I thought I would be.
Before I had kids, I thought I was VERY patient. I 

remember thinking about my mom’s lack of patience 
from time to time and vowing that I would be different. 
And then reality set in. After my third child was born I 
really came face to face with the fact that children have a 
way of revealing lurking impatience. I’m not as perfectly 
patient as I first thought. Thankfully, homeschooling has 
given me ample opportunity to grow in this area.

2.  Homeschooling provides character lessons  
     for me, too.

Parenting in and of itself is character building. 
Homeschooling merely amplifies this and provides 
daily—no, hourly—opportunity to practice what I teach. 
The Holy Spirit is always quick to convict me as I 
carefully train my children and work on their character 
development. Lessons for them become lessons 
for me. My children recognize my character flaws 

Things Homeschooling 
    Has Taught Me... About Myself

10
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and sometimes point them out, which gives further 
opportunity to practice humility. Growth isn’t always 
comfortable, but it sure is good.

3.  I’ve found it to be easier than I thought.
My parents always delighted in learning alongside 

us. The power of dialogue and pursuing topics together 
has become a natural, everyday occurrence around 
here. As we’ve encouraged and cultivated curiosity 
it is amazing to see how easily we’ve slipped into 
real-life learning as a family. It’s as simple as asking/
encouraging questions, pursuing answers, and sharing 
our discoveries with each other.

4. I’ve found it to be harder than I thought.
When you are on the child end of things, you never 

recognize the amount of work and dedication that 
mothers put into raising and educating their children. 
I was no exception. I learned that homeschooling isn’t 
always effortless and easy. It takes discipline and a 
lot of hard work. Once again, I imagined myself far 
more disciplined than reality revealed. I’ve had to 
focus, close down distractions, and set about the time-
consuming work of prayerfully considering how to best 
teach my children, and then actually do it.

5.  I’m still “cookie-cutter” prone.
One of the perks of homeschooling is that you get 

to escape the one-size-fits-all cookie cutter mold 
that traditional school most often provide. I’ve waxed 
eloquent on this for years. But through parenting 
in general and homeschooling in particular, I’ve 
discovered that I’m still tempted to lump all of my 
children into the same mold. Sometimes I hold tightly 
to something because it worked for me growing up. 
Sometimes, I have to remind myself that while the first 
two may have had a similar developmental trajectory, 
the third boy is altogether different. I’m thankful for the 
daily reminders that each of my children are unique.

6.  I need to set goals.
I’ve confirmed two things in recent years: One, I’m 

easily distracted, and two, I need to set goals to keep 
me on track. I use my semester goal-setting sheet to 
write down academic, character building, spiritual, and 
physical goals that I have for each of my children. I 
can’t major on everything at one time, so it has been 
helpful for me to focus on a few things for each child 
each semester, and use that as a benchmark to stay 
on track.

7. I desperately need to rely on the Holy Spirit.
Speaking of unique personalities and learning styles, 

patience, personal character growth needs, distraction, 
and the need for discipline, I’ve learned how necessary 
it is to seek the Holy Spirit for specific direction in 
everything I do in life and specifically when it relates to 
how we raise and educate our children. God cares about 
the nitty-gritty details of our lives and wants to provide 
direction and provision. I simply need to ask and listen.

8.  I’m stronger than I imagined.
While homeschooling has revealed many of my flaws, 

it has also showcased how the Holy Spirit is at work. 
I’ve discovered that I am far stronger than I imagined.  
You’ll regularly find me muttering under my breath, “If 
at first you don’t succeed… try, try again. Lord, please 
help!” and then tackling the challenge at hand.

9.  I’ve learned more than I imagined.
I’ve heard many a homeschool mom talk about how 

much they learned during their homeschool years. I can 
now testify to how true this is personally and tell you that 
it is exhilarating. True education never ends, and for the 
homeschool mom it goes into hyper-drive!

10. I’m amazed by the rewards.
While I always knew I wanted to homeschool, I’m 

continually amazed at how rewarding it can be. I love 
to take middle-of-the-day bike rides with the kids and 
watch the string of bikes ahead of me while listening to 
the giggling girl right behind me. I marvel that I get to 
spend each day with them, learning along side them, 
training them, and preparing to launch them into all that 
God has for them. I rejoice at the glimpses of fruit in our 
lives as we travel the challenging paths of learning and 
living together 24/7.  I’m amazed and excited to see 
what else God has in store for us. f

Heather Haupt delights in the adventure of learning alongside 
her husband and four children! Heather flourished being 
taught at home herself and, from an early age, advocated for 
homeschooling in radio, TV, and newspapers. She graduated 
summa cum laude from ASU in 2001, a year after marrying 
Rich, the love of her life. Drawing on her unique perspectives 
in biology and as a homeschool graduate who is now in the 
trenches educating her four children, Heather inspires parents 
to pursue a loving, holistic, and developmentally appropriate 
approach to education. Her heart is to encourage and equip 
parents toward intentional parenting, pursuing God, and 
delighting in the adventure of learning. Rich and Heather joined 
the Arizona Families for Home Education (AFHE) board in 2012 
and are now serving as the AFHE Support Group Liaisons.
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1 32
by Adam Andrews

When you decided to homeschool your children, you 
made a shrewd move:  you chose to treat education 
as a commodity.  Not content meekly to accept the 
government’s general issue brand, you declared 
yourself a consumer in the education market, with 
the same rights and privileges of all consumers 
everywhere – namely, the right to choose between 
options; the right to decide whether, and what, to buy.  

The decisions came thick and fast after that, didn’t 
they? What books to read? What tests to take?  Which 
math curriculum is best?  Which book prepares Johnny 
for the college boards?  What about phonics? Latin, 
French, both, or neither?  Science now or science later?

Every homeschooler is of necessity a curriculum 
designer, and these are all important decisions.  It 
may be helpful to consider that although the number 
of curriculum choices on the market increases daily, 
there are really only three types of education to 
choose from.

: :PRACTICAL: :

First, there is “practical” education.  This kind of 
education is designed to give students a basic set of 
skills that will enable them to function in society and 
will help them avoid becoming a burden on the public 
weal: skills like reading a newspaper, driving a car, 
balancing a checkbook, operating a computer, playing 
on a basketball team or filling out a job application.

The ultimate goal of “practical” education is the 
creation of good citizens.  Students who are the 
products of such education learn how to behave, and 
their parents and teachers are primarily concerned with 
turning out well adjusted citizens of their neighborhoods 
and communities.

: :PROFESSIONAL: :

The second type is “professional” education.  This 
kind of education is designed to produce experts in a 

Three Kinds of Education
A Buyer’s Guide
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particular discipline.  The fields of engineering, higher 
math and science, advanced computer programming, 
architecture, medicine, law, business, and information 
technology teem with students who have this sort of 
training.  

“Professional” education produces students who 
know lots and lots of information about a relatively 
narrow field of inquiry.  These students are experts 
- specialists.  They have been taught more than 
simply how to behave; they’ve also been taught how 
to perform – that is, to apply their specific knowledge, 
when asked or hired to do so, to a specific type of 
situation.  Parents who desire this kind of education 
for their kids are often primarily concerned with having 
them get good, high paying jobs.

: :PHILOSOPHICAL: :

The third type of education available to the choosy 
consumer is “philosophical.” This kind of education is 
concerned primarily with reading great books, studying 
world languages, and writing about ideas.  It’s designed 
to help students tell the difference between truth and 
falsehood, to recognize the timeless principles that 
make societies successful, and to communicate these 
ideas to their neighbors.  

A “philosophical” education produces students who 
are not only capable of choosing good over evil but 
also capable of leading their fellow men in the pursuit of 
good.  In short, while the practical student knows how to 
behave like a good citizen, and the professional student 
knows how to perform like a specialist, the philosophical 
student knows how to think like a statesman.

: :Educat ion Shopping: :
Of the three types of education mentioned here, the 

first is the easiest to get.  It is available in every public 
school in America, though you really don’t need to go 
to school to get it.  Indeed, most parents who have 
decided on homeschooling have probably also decided 
that they can provide a sound “practical” education 
on their own – perhaps without any curriculum at all.  

The second kind of education, however – the 
“professional“ kind – requires intensive study and 
training, and is usually undertaken at the college level 
or above.  If you’re after this kind of education for your 
student, the most productive thing you can do is to help 
him develop good study habits so that when he goes 
to college he’ll be able to handle the mental workload.  

To do this, you should choose curriculum materials 
whose reading assignments are challenging, plentiful, 

and continuous.  The ability to concentrate for extended 
periods of time on what one reads is absolutely essential 
for success in a professional field, and practice is the 
only way to get there.  

In the final analysis, parents who choose a 
“philosophical” education get the most bang for their 
curriculum buck.  This is because a philosophical 
education does not neglect the kinds of skills that make 
good citizens, and it also provides training in the habits 
of mind that make good specialists.  In other words, the 
goals of both the practical and professional education are 
almost automatically met by the student who pursues a 
philosophical education.  

But a philosophical education provides much more.  
The term philosophical means “pertaining to the love 
of wisdom.”  A philosophical education is therefore an 
education in ideas rather than skills or habits only – ideas 
like Liberty, Virtue, Sacrifice, Love, Beauty and Truth.

While these may seem like greeting card clichés, the 
truth is that such ideas have ruled human society since 
the dawn of time. The history of their rule is preserved 
for us in the literature of the civilized world, and its here 
– in literature – that a philosophical education begins.

  
Here are three questions you can use to determine 
whether the curriculum choices you’re considering 
will contribute to your student’s philosophical 
education:

1. Will these materials require my students to read 
extensively?  Will my students encounter classics 
of the English language such as the works of 
Milton, Shakespeare, Dickens, Wordsworth or the 
King James Bible?  Will they encounter classics 
of ancient literature, such as the works of Homer, 
Sophocles and Virgil?  If not, why not?  

2. Will these materials require or facilitate the 
discussion of ideas?  What kind of writing will they 
demand?  Will my students be taught to respond 
to their reading out loud and on paper on a regular 
basis in order to develop skills of analysis and 
self-expression?  If not, why not?

3. Will these materials teach ME to lead my students 
in these areas? Keeping these questions 
in mind can help you choose wisely and 
become an effective consumer in the education 
marketplace.f

Adam Andrews is the director of the Center for Literary 
Education and homeschooling father of six.  He is a Ph.D. 
candidate in history at the University of Washington in Seattle 
and a Henry Salvatore Fellow of the Intercollegiate Studies 
Institute.  He and his wife Missy are the authors of Teaching 
the Classics: a Socratic Method for Literary Education available 
at www.centerforlit.com
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By Maribeth Spangenberg

“So that a man shall say, Verily there is a 
reward for the righteous:....” Psalm 58:11

 My cabinets were brimming over with 
school books…books all the way from 
preschool to post high school. Now that I am 
entering the last year of homeschooling, I 
realized it was time to do something. Namely, 
clean it all up…re-arrange, classify and crate. 
This endeavor meant clearing off countless 
shelves that encompass a whole wall, and 
moving everything to the basement…as well 
as a good paint job, new curtains and better 
flooring.

 Before I even started this project, I 
examined the cabinets in the basement 
and realized that many of those shelves 
were comprised of condensed portfolios. By 
condensed, I mean at least four, three- inch 
binders of “saved” school material for each 
child. Multiply that by eight graduates, and 
we are talking a minimum of 32 full binders 
of keepsake writings, compositions, projects, 
and pictures. And that’s not including the 12 
full binders that I have for my youngest, which 

I haven’t yet condensed into four because he 
has not yet graduated.

 “Maybe this is where I should start,” I 
thought to myself, “before I move any more 
books from upstairs to down here.” And so, I 
targeted a child, pulled all four of his binders 
off the shelf and carried them upstairs to my 
scrapbook table in the family room. Sitting 
down, I began to condense my treasured 
keepsakes even further, sifting through and 
throwing out reminders of the academics and 
saving only that which told a story….awards, 
certificates, writings and pictures. Arranging 
them in a scrapbook brought back so many 
great memories.

 As I worked at sorting, I couldn’t help 
but reread their compositions, and pause 
over every accomplishment and award and 
endeavored feat. Although already preserved 
in my heart, I felt that they needed to be saved 
for the future.

 The pictures of field trips and special 
projects especially tugged at my heart strings, 
and I found myself reliving each, as if it were 
yesterday. Oh, how the Lord had blessed 
us! We may not have had the money to take 
extravagant trips, but the simplicity of camping 
to see educational sites more than worked to 

The Reward of 
Our Efforts >>>
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strengthen the family bond and broaden their 
experiences. My husband and I did what we 
could with what the Lord provided. And I see 
now that He did, indeed, bless! How thankful 
I am that I saved these memories.

 It felt good when I finally finished. At least 
I had one child “condensed” …now only 
eight more to go. When I showed it to the 
“completed child” (now a college graduate and 
current law student who was home visiting) 
I was more than surprised when he thanked 
me, and immediately sat down and paged 
through it. Quietly, he examined each picture, 
making a few comments here and there of 
recognition and remembrance. When he was 
finished, he got up, and made his way to the 
back door to go on an errand while I continued 

with other responsibilities. He ventured out and 
closed the door behind him. Within seconds, 
the door suddenly reopened and he stuck his 
head back in.

 “We really did have a good childhood,” he 
smiled and exclaimed. Then he closed the door 
again, and continued on with his day.

 As he was my “son of few words” this meant 
everything to me…and made homeschooling 
and mothering all worth it!

Prayer: How good you are, Lord, to remind 
me of the blessings of my efforts, even now, 
while still here on earth! You know I need this. 
Thank you for your love, and for allowing me 
to be a mother! f
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A Reason For Handwriting: 
Transition--Student Work text
By: Carol Ann Retzer, Eva Hoshino

A Reason for Handwriting provides a fun, meaningful approach 
to developing effective handwriting skills. Contextual lessons 
are built upon Scripture verses chosen for their proper letter 
combinations and inspirational content. The included “Border 
Sheets” provide a nice way to showcase newfound writing skills 
and serve as a fun coloring opportunity; at the end of each week, 
children copy their “Verse of the Week” on a perforated border 
sheet of their choosing, using their creativity to color and deco-
rate their very best handwriting.

Read for the Heart: Whole Books 
for Whole-Hearted Families
By: Sarah Clarkson

Are you wondering what your children should read and when? 
Let Clarkson’s “book on books” be your guide! Her lists of 
age-appropriate picture books, Golden Age stories, children’s 
fiction, imaginative literature, historical fiction, spiritual works, 
poetry, books on nature and the arts, and more will start your 
youngsters on their own lifelong journey of reading.

Things We Wish We’d Known
By: Diana Waring

Learn the homeschooling secrets of 62 long-time veterans who 
know what it takes to succeed! This encouraging collection of 
insights addresses all your questions and frustrations---including 
some you may not have thought of yet! Contributors include Mi-
chael and Susan Card, Steve and Jane Lambert, Karen Andreola, 
and many more.

The Homeschooling Book of Answers
By: Linda Dobson

You’ve got lots of questions about homeschooling--from 
curriculum to social activities to college to chores and 
beyond--and here are answers from “homeschooling’s most 
respected voices”. With more than one answer to each ques-
tion, you’ll see multiple sides of the same issue, with each 
family’s particular spin. Learn methods of motivation, the lat-
est in distance-learning and many other helpful tips that you’ll 
be hard pressed to find elsewhere.

Carpe 
Librum...

 Seize the book!

Click “Shop” on 
our website 
(cheohome.org) 
to find a link to

All it takes is a simple 
click and you will support 
CHEO with your purchase! 

Thank you! 
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To check out these 
family-friendly  
locations and enjoy 
E X P L O R I N G  our 

beautiful state!

(click on 
the links!)

Out&
AbOut

inOhiO

1

4

3

2

5

1. Central: Popcorn Outlet, Columbus , OH 
  www.alspopcorn.com 

2. East Central: Bluebird Farm Toy Museum, Carrollton, OH  
  www.bluebird-farm.com/bluebirdfarmpark/toymuseum.html

3. West Central: Young’s Jersey Dairy Farm, Yellow Springs, OH  
  www.youngsdairy.com 

4. North Central: Hayes Presidential Center, Fremont, OH  
  www.rbhayes.org/hayes

5. South Central: Jungle Jim’s International Market, Cincinnati, OH 
  www.junglejims.com 
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By Michael P. Donnelly, Esq.,  
Director of International Relations

One Ohio institution for higher learning that 
grants associate degrees told a homeschooled 
student that his homeschooling record was 
“great.” Officials admitted that the student’s 
work met Ohio’s requirements but told the 
student’s parents that “they could not accept 
their son’s high school diploma because it 
was not recognized by the Ohio State Board 
of Education.” So, they said, if you want to 
come here to study, take the GED.

Some institutions of higher learning are 
still, amazingly, stuck in the dark ages of 
homeschooling and demand “state-issued” 
or “state-recognized” diplomas—even when 
the school accepts private school diplomas 
that are not “state-issued.”

Attorney Steps In
The family contacted Mike Donnelly, 

HSLDA’s staff attorney for Ohio, who wrote the 
director of admissions and explained that the 
family’s compliance with Ohio’s homeschool 
statute established their home education 
program as legal and valid. Consequently, 
the parents could issue diplomas to students 
who complete their program’s requirements.

Donnelly told officials that while individual 
schools can set their own admission policies, 
federal guidelines recognize self-certified 
homeschool diplomas and discourage 
colleges from setting discriminatory policies 
against homeschool students.

Minute
Great Job —

Now Take 
the GED! 

College Tells 
Homeschooler
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Positive Outcome
The family contacted HSLDA a few days 

later with a happy report of victory.

“I wanted to let you know that the school 
changed their decision and will now accept my 
son’s homeschool high school diploma!” the 
family told HSLDA in an email. “[Mike’s letter] 
was highly informative and they ‘saw the light.’ 
We are so grateful for your representation and 
protection of homeschoolers.”

Most col leges recognize the value 
homeschoolers bring to their campuses and 
actively recruit them. Homeschoolers are 
increasingly known for academic excellence 
and superior learning skills. Although colleges 

have the prerogative to set entrance standards, 
HSLDA is almost always successful in helping 
homeschool students navigate the red tape 
of higher learning by professionally and firmly 
advocating for our members with admissions 
staff. f
___________________________

Protect Your Family
If you have questions or difficulties in a school 

accepting your family’s homeschool diploma, 
don’t hesitate to contact HSLDA. We are 
happy to assist you! If you aren’t a member of 
HSLDA—what are you waiting for? By standing 
together we can fight discrimination against 
homeschoolers and protect our fundamental 
freedoms. Join today!

When you support Christian Home Educators of Ohio 
with your membership you’ll receive the following benefits: 

Please Print Clearly

Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Husband’s Name: __________________________ Wife’s Name: __________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ______ 
Zip: ___________________ Ohio County: _____________________________________________
Phone: ( _____) _______________________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Are you an HSLDA Member? - q Yes q No  Add me to the CHEO e-mail list - q Yes q No 
q Are you a Support Group Leader? If so, name your Support Group: _________________________
q Membership fee of $30 enclosed  
q Donation of $ _____ enclosed Please send me _____ additional CHEO brochures for my friends

Become a CHEO Member!

• $10 discount to the annual CHEO convention
• $5 discount on admission to the Creation Museum
• $8 discount on Home School Digest magazine 

• $120 discount on CollegePlus enrollment 
• $40 discount on College In A Bag (CollegePlus) 
• $20 discount on a membership with HSLDA 

Send this form, along 
with your check to:

CHEO
616 Hebron Road, Suite E
Heath, OH 43056-1444

CHEO appreciates your support as you join us in furthering 
home education in Ohio. Become a CHEO member online at  
www.cheohome.org or fill out and mail this form today!
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I love showing affection to my children. 
Stroking their hair back from their cute faces, 
an encouraging hand on the shoulder when 
schoolwork is challenging and hugs throughout 
the day have been part of my expression of 
maternal love over the years. While my children 
seemed to enjoy it, and even seek it out when 
they needed a little tender loving care, their 
expressions of reciprocal affection were unique 
to each child. Have you noticed that each of your 
children has his own way of showing love to you 
when it comes to hugs?

My oldest, a son, was very active from a young 
age. He went from crawling to walking to climbing 
to running and it took a lot of effort just to keep 
him safe when he was a fearless toddler and 
into everything. He was a bit uncoordinated and 
had a tendency to run into things. At times he 
deliberately crashed himself into sturdy objects 
like the couch or the wall. When he was 15 
months old his sister was born, and I needed to 
teach my son to engage in quiet activities while in 
one general location at least some of the time. It 
sounds so simple, but it was a quite a challenge!

Being a book lover, I spent a lot of time cuddling 
with my son while reading to him. I thought this 
would be an ideal way to help calm his little 
body that seemed to be constantly charged up 
and ready to pop from all the excess energy 
it contained. He liked the books and loved the 
physical contact of sitting on my lap or pressing 
into my side while my arm encircled him. Doesn’t 
that sound cozy? In actuality, it was often quite 
physically painful for me.

My son was in constant motion even when he 
was sitting. His little bony knees and elbows dug 
into my thigh muscles in his never-ending quest to 
find a comfortable position. My son was large for 
his age and before he turned two years old he was 
already as big as many preschool-aged children. I 
felt the full brunt of his flailing body shortly after I had 
surgery to correct a deviated septum. My energetic 
son was sitting on my lap when he inexplicably 
thrust his head back in such a way that his sturdy 
skull connected with my tender nose and the pain 
was intense. He never meant to hurt me, but I took 
a lot of hits as my son grew up.

Special 
Needs

HOMESCHOOLING

Melinda L. Boring is a speech/language patholo-
gist, workshop presenter, homeschooling mother 
and author. Her experience with distractible and 
hyperactive children has been developed in both 
a professional and personal capacity. She and her 
husband, Scott, live in Columbus, Ohio. 

You can contact Melinda through her 
website at www.headsupnow.com.

Crazy, Crashing 
HUGS
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My son’s preferred way of hugging was to get 
a running start and charge into the object of his 
affection with a leaping, full-body hug. He was 
exuberantly enthusiastic with his affection. This 
was just fine for my tall, sturdy husband, but 
I had to learn some self-defense moves and 
brace myself when I saw him coming. I was 
also concerned for the grandparents if they were 
ever on the receiving end of one of these crazy, 
crashing hugs. Over time, I was able to teach 
my son to give me, his little sisters, and the 
grandparents more gentle hugs and to at least 
warn someone when there was an incoming 
crashing hug. He conceded to my request, but 
his own preference remained - to crash into 
people and objects at speed.

It took me awhile to figure out why my son 
tended to bump into things, sometimes on 
purpose and other times just incidentally. 
Eventually I realized what a more experienced 
mother would have known much earlier – my 
son had very poor body awareness. He stepped 
on me to get to things rather than go around 
because he didn’t register that there were 
obstacles to avoid. He waved his arms about 
until he struck something because he didn’t have 
a good sense of where his body extended in 
space until he came into contact with something 
solid. He had low registry for most physical 
sensations and a high pain tolerance. This was 
the kid whose legs were covered in bruises 
yet he didn’t remember what had happened to 
cause them.

Those crazy, crashing hugs could be painful 
to me, but to my son they felt delightful. 
I’m not sure he understood that I did not 
experience those hugs with the same physical 
pleasure that he felt, but he learned to make 
concessions for me. I learned that for input 
to register with him, it needed to be firm and 
more intense than for most children. I became 
pretty good at big, strong bear hugs because 
that’s what he needed and what made him 
feel loved. May God bless each of you at least 
once with a child who loves you so much that 
he nearly knocks you down with the force of 
a loving hug! f
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Vigilance 
Requires…
Looking Back,  

Forward 

and always in 
the Periphery

The Ohio
Legislative 
Report

Melanie Elsey serves as CHEO’s Legislative 
Liaison and writes from her home in Uniontown, 
Ohio. She lives with her husband, John and their 
children.

You can contact Melanie by email 
at lzjoshua@aol.com.

At the end of 2013, Ohio Senator Capri Cafaro 
introduced a piece of legislation that would have, 
quite simply, eradicated Ohio’s homeschool 
freedoms. But, God was merciful. After swift 
overwhelming public response, Senator Cafaro 
issued a letter to Senate leadership that she 
would be withdrawing the legislation. This action 
is noteworthy because it rarely happens in Ohio 
politics.

Below is a portion of the alert CHEO posted 
(in case you missed this political tsunami). The 
details are important because Senator Cafaro 
postures that it was not her intention to harm 
home educators. This is a classic example of 
why it is necessary to read the language. It is 
the language that is enforced through the courts, 
not intentions.

CHEO deeply appreciates the tireless efforts 
of HSLDA and OEF toward thwarting this 
legislation. Ohio is blessed to be served by all 
of the organizations that worked to make the 
public aware.
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT: 
Ohio Senate Bill 248
Introduced: Dec. 3, 2013
Primary Sponsor: Sen. Capri Cafaro (D-32) 
Co-Sponsors: Sen. Edna Brown (D-11), Sen. 
Nina Turner (D-25), Sen. Tony Schiavoni (D-
33)

This legislation replaces the authority of a 
child’s parent in determining if home education 
can be pursued under 3301-34 regulations 
(tagged to Revised Code 3321.04) or if 
students should have access to eSchools by 
designating public children’s service agencies 
the sole authority to allow the “application” to 
proceed. 

This proposed state mandate would require 
the public children’s service agency to meet 
with the person submitting the application 
(the parent) and would require an in-person 
interview with each child for whom the 
application is made. The stated purpose of 
these interviews would be for the agency to 
determine if it is “in the best interest of the child 
to grant admission” to the eSchool or to grant 
the excuse from public school attendance to 
home educate.

The legislation further requires that the 
children’s service agency conduct in person 
interviews two additional times during the 
school year.

SB248 would also require that the 
Department of Job and Family Services adopt 
new state regulations, in consultation with 
the Department of Education regarding the 
timing of the follow-up interviews. The State 
Board of Education and Department of Job 
and Family Services are also charged with 
jointly developing an “intervention program” 
for all children enrolled in eSchools or home 
educated that are subjects of investigations 
documented in the statewide automated child 
welfare information system. This intervention 
program would include behavioral counseling 
sessions in both individual and group settings; 

in-person classes on topics that include 
parenting, decision-making, personal or 
household finance, and homeschooling, 
and “any other services the department and 
the state board determine to be necessary”. 
These students would also be assessed to 
“determine the successful completion of the 
program.”

IN SUMMARY: 
This legislation is the most highly invasive 
policy that has been proposed since the 
inception of the Ohio home education 
regulations. It is a dangerous infringement on 
the right of parents to direct the education of 
their children and would certainly open up the 
existing state regulations for more invasive 
revisions.

SB248 is postured as a response to a tragic 
death of an abused teen, Theodore Foltz-
Tedesco. As described on the Teddy’s Law 
website (www.teddyslaw.org/teddys-story), 
this child experienced abuse for at least five 
years with repeated reports from neighbors 
and public school teachers to area Children’s 
Services authorities. It was the failure of 
Children’s Services to protect this child long 
before the mother attempted to withdraw him 
under the regulations for home education.

Teddy’s tragic death is NOT due to any 
attempt to home educate and has NOTHING 
to do with home education. This was a 
complete failure of the agency to carry out 
their responsibilities under EXISTING laws 
and regulations designed to protect children. 
There is nothing in SB248 that would have 
prevented Teddy’s death. 

This legislation is an example of why it 
is important to support the work of CHEO. 
We continually work to protect the right of 
parents to home educate their children. Your 
ongoing support is critical to the work we are 
doing. Every donation is tax deductible. We 
appreciate your assistance. www.cheohome.
org/donations f
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Birdseed Snow Angel 
www.spoonful.com/crafts/birdseed-snow-angel

Ohio is getting a lot of snow this winter, so bundle up your 
kids and let them outside to make some snow angels. 
But these are snow angels with a twist! Click here for an 
“art project” that only requires bird seed and your child’s 
creativity. It’ll bring joy to your local feathered friends – and 
probably a few squirrels! 
 
 

Tie Dye Snow
www.bring-the-kids.com/
snowy-day-adventures-tie-dye-snowangles

After you run out of bird seed for the above project, your 
kids can continue making snow art with water, spray 
bottles, and food coloring. Click here to be inspired, and 
prepare to have one colorful yard!
 
 

Maple Snow Candy
www.rosinahuber.blogspot.com/2011/01/maple-snow-
candy-recipe.html

When I was a kid, I remember loving the part of the book 
“Little House in the Big Woods” where Laura makes maple 
sugar candy in the snow. I’ve decided to try some this 
winter! Here is one blogger’s recipe that you can use with 
your kids. Be sure to find a CLEAN patch of snow to make 
your candy! 
 
 

Valentine Crayon Hearts Craft
www.grinandbakeit.com/valentines-crayon-hearts-craft

February is coming on fast, and your children may be 
thinking of ways to create little Valentine’s for their friends. 
Here is one idea that will help you use up those little bits of 
coloring crayons while creating fun Valentine gifts. 

Note: These articles have been reviewed and deemed appropriate for 
Companion readers. Please use caution when following a link away from 
the given articles. CHEO cannot take responsibility for any offensive 
content you may discover beyond the websites shown here. Proceed at 
your own discretion.

Rebekah lives with her family on 
a beautiful hill in central Ohio. 

She works part-time as an 
English tutor for kids in South 
Korea…as well as a nanny for 

two young girls. She also loves 
spinning and dying speciality 
yarns as a business venture. 

Rebekah is happy to be a part of 
The Companion team and will be 
contributing fun and interesting 

places to visit on the web.
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just three. I wasn’t looking to win any world records in 
friendship. The first moment came in the registration 
line. We were wending through the ropes, waiting for 
our turns—stranger in front of me, stranger behind 
me. I should do it now. These people are stuck here. 
I turned to the woman behind me and said, “Hi!” She 
smiled a tiny bit and turned slightly away from me. Oh 
no, you don’t, lady. I risked my life saying hello to you. 
“Are you from this area?” I asked. “How many kids are 
you homeschooling? Is there a session this weekend 
that you really want to go to?” Eventually she started 
to talk a little, we made it to the front of the line, and 
we each went our own way. Whew! That torture was 
behind me. Absolute torture.

But here’s where it gets good. The rest of the 
weekend I would see her occasionally in passing. We’d 
smile at each other, and I would ask how this or that 
was going. No big, deep new relationship was likely 
to come of it, but I really enjoyed seeing her around. 

My next victim was a woman sitting at a table alone. 
I decided, instead of sitting by myself, I would ask to sit 
at her table, introduce myself, and ask how she was 
doing. She was chattier than the first stranger, and we 
talked for about ten minutes. Not too hard. She was 
nice. Two down. Almost “home”.

Exhausted from my efforts, I planned to give myself 
a little reward. I told myself I didn’t have to talk to any 
more strangers for an hour. It was my version of a 
gold star pat on the back. But the funny thing was, I 
seemed to have flipped a switch in my brain that said, 
“Talk to people you don‘t know,” and I couldn’t turn it 
off. I’d be standing in a vendor booth, minding my own 
business, when I hear a voice saying, “Have you tried 

this before?” and realize it was me trying to talk to a 
woman near me. Yes, I had become the obnoxious 
lady you do not want to be standing next to in line—all 
smiling and friendly and how-do-you-do. 

Somehow, by the grace of God, my fear of opening 
up a conversation with a stranger had diminished. I 
was starting to feel like my new mission was to make 
people feel loved by God. I was, much to my surprise, 
starting to actually care about these people in a way I 
hadn’t before. 

Now, several years later, I still struggle, but I am less 
fearful of turning to someone I don‘t know and saying 
hello. I have been rejected many times, and you know 
what? It barely even hurts. I just move on to the next 
unsuspecting target. I still have to tell myself before a 
big convention, “Make yourself talk to three people. 
Just three.” 

And, like that first time, it never stops there. Once I 
get going, I’m the friendly girl that you want to avoid. 
Don’t sit next to me. I will ask you questions. I will even 
pray with you if I’m feeling particularly daring.

The next time you go to a convention, pray first. Ask 
God for three people, just three, whom you can meet. 
And see where He takes it from there! f

 

Lisa and her husband James live on a family farm outside 
a little Texas town with their nine kids and a whole herd of 
animals they have no idea what to do with. It’s an adventure 
they never expected, filled with moments of greatness and 
moments of wondering why no one can remember to put their 
shoes away. In addition to homeschooling and doing laundry, 
Lisa runs an Etsy shop with her daughters and blogs about 
it all at The Pennington Point. 
This article first appeared in the May 2013 Texas Home School 
Coalition REVIEW, a quarterly magazine published by the 
Texas Home School Coalition, Lubbock, Tex., review@thsc.org,  
www.thsc.org. It is printed with permission of THSC and the 
author.

Continued from page 3

ShowCase

When:   May 10, 2014
Where: Spring Hill Church of Christ
       2021 Brell Drive, 
       Middletown, Ohio
 
Events include: Art, Cinematography, 
Composition, Drama, History, Music, Needlework, 
Science, Service Ministry, Speech and more!

ShowCase provides homeschooled students 
(8-18) with a place to display their talents to 
family, friends, and the community.

Join Us for...
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I homeschooled my three children for 
12 years (one with special needs) and 
now that they are grown I work full time  
tutoring children with reading problems 
and helping homeschooling parents set up 
curriculum.

You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or 
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City 
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or 
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.

I will also include (if you desire) a 
free informal reading  
evaluation for any of 
your children if you 
schedule it during your 
portfolio assessment.

Seminar topics and  
workshop titles are 

available on the 
website.

Member of 
HSLDA, CHEO 

and Home on the 
Rock (local 

support 
group)

Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

Collect Box Tops 
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands 
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from 
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission 
of box tops is April 15, 2014. Box tops can be mailed to the 
CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shop-
ping or recycling ink cartridges at 
your favorite office store. Use the 
following Reward Numbers. If you 
forget the number, then use our phone 
number to have the Rewards Points  
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank 
you for sharing with us!

Staples:  4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658

Rewards
card
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Graduating 
in 2014?

HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535
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by Kevin Swanson

All of what you are about to read are real events. 
Some of the names, places, and details have been 
changed to protect the guilty.

His final words were inspiring. As the keynote 
speaker at the conference wrapped up his visionary 
speech on home schooling for excellence, I was 
taking notes furiously, “Your children will score in the 
95th percentile on nationally standardized tests!” He 
said, “They will know the classics! They will be rooted 
in a biblical worldview and know how to defend their 
faith! They will be movers and shakers in society! And 
they will have the character to do all this and more!”

Fortified with this high-caliber encouragement, I felt 
invincible as I parked my car in the garage and walked 
into the house with the pile of books recommended 
by the inspirational speaker and the vendor with 
an obviously well-educated mind. The matter was 
settled. I had found the best form of education. I 
had the best resources anybody could buy for the 
education of a child. There was nothing that could 
possibly go wrong.

For the first two weeks of the school year, things 
went pretty well. Then it became apparent that things 
were slipping through the cracks. No. Here’s a better 
analogy for what was happening. A 60 foot fissure 
had opened up in the earth and was swallowing the 
whole thing alive.

The coursework for our 15-year-old called for a 
reading of Plato’s Republic. So I’m trying to explain 
to him what it means for man to know something 
by participating in the eternal, changeless being. 
The textbook I bought isn’t helping much, because 

The 
MESS
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I’m not sure the author of this course has a clue how 
Plato’s theory of knowing is any different from that of 
the Bible’s. Besides what kind of nutcase endorses 
infanticide, abortion, holding of property and women 
in common, and women exercising in the gym nude? I 
don’t think a 15-year-old boy needs to be reading this.

But we have deeper problems going on. After 
reviewing the last 3 weeks of my son’s math lessons, I 
come to find out he’s been skipping 6-7 problems each 
lesson . . . only the problems he can’t figure out, and 
he hasn’t asked for help. Now I probably should have 
been grading his work, but I have a few things going 
on in my life - you understand. Now isn’t it really an 
honesty issue? You see, what I find so bothersome 
about this is not that he doesn’t know the lesson. It is 
that he has led me to think that he finished his lesson 
each day, when in truth he never did. So we really do 
have deeper problems here, and I’m wondering to 
myself whether my fathering is really intact.

So we have a heart-to-heart talk on things like 
slothfulness, lying, and honor of parents. He tells me 
that the real issue is that I have overburdened him. 
Ever since I came back from that homeschool seminar 
armed with the 15 textbooks, he has been unable to 
finish all of the coursework.

So now I wonder: is it my pride that is forcing him 
through a set a hoops that God would not require of 
the lad, or are we really dealing with character issues 
on his part?

Nevertheless, a review of his day would find an 
inordinate amount of time spent in such less-than-
productive activities as daydreaming, video games, 
checking e-mail, and reading the fluffy, fun stuff. 
Therefore, the ultimatum descends from above: no 
computer games, no e-mail, and no web-access for 
the next four weeks. I told him that I was disappointed 
with his lack of responsibility. I told him my real desire 
for him is that he would be able to make his own 
decisions concerning these things, but since he was 
not prepared to do this, I would do it for him.

As we return to the math, he does mention to me 
that I have been busy with other things and unable to 
tutor him through his math lessons. We sit down to 
work through it, and I get a phone call, after which I 
am not able to get back to him until later that evening. 
And it was at that point that I realized that he has not 
captured some fundamentals in his math, and he 
needs to move back a year and begin anew.

Throughout our exchanges, I think I sinned once 
or twice. Later my wife told me she heard me yelling, 

“AND ONE MORE THING! I’M SICK AND TIRED OF 
PUTTING UP WITH YOUR ANGRY, SULLEN, AND 
IMPATIENT ATTITUDE AROUND THE HOUSE!“ She 
said that she detected just a hint of hypocrisy there. 
So before he hit the hay, I was standing by his bedside 
asking forgiveness of him for my impatience and pride 
when I raised my voice in the study.

As we prepared for bed, my wife and I have a 
discussion about the young man, a conversation which 
seemed to be focused on the negative, everything that 
is not being accomplished, every godly virtue that is not 
be exemplified in the young man’s life, and every sin he 
has committed in the last two years. By this time it is 
plain to me that we are losing the character battle. We 
are losing the academics. And what am I doing serving 
as Executive Director of an organization that is supposed 
to have something to do with educating children? As I 
am about to drift off to sleep, I think, “Maybe I should 
find one of those boy’s boarding schools that takes in 
incorrigible, rebellious teens. I wonder if I just googled 
‘incorrigible youth’…”

But the next morning brings a new day. My son smiles 
at me, says “good morning,” we hug, and the relationship 
starts over again.

Homeschooling in our home is a mess. We never get 
everything done in a given day. We don’t meet our own 
expectations or anybody else’s for that matter. We have 
no professionals involved. We don’t have $400 billion 
dollars of tax monies to fund it. For curriculum, some 
families can only afford a Bible and a well-worn copy of 
Pilgrim’s Progress. But ironically, this is the only form 
of education where a family can skip an entire year 
(because they had to care for an aging grandparent), 
and the standardized scores for their children following 
that year were even higher than they were the previous 
year (HLSDA President, Mike Smith tells this story). 
Homeschooling is the only form of education where a 
father can home school his daughter in the deep woods 
of Northwest Oregon with nothing but a set of World 
Book Encyclopedias and a Bible for curriculum, and 
four years later, the 12 year old girl tests out as a high 
school graduate.

Homeschooling rides on a wing and a prayer. Every 
day, you fail. Every day, you can reach down and feel 
the end of your rope. And every day, you hang on by 
shear faith. But somehow you make all the way to the 
end, and your children rise up and call you blessed, and 
God turns to you and says, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.” f 

Reprinted with permission.
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