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by Linda Watkins

It was a day I will never forget!  Twenty-seven 
years ago, we gathered around the little table in 
our family room --- one teenager, two preteens, 
one primary child, three preschoolers, and me. We 
tried to act like we knew what we were doing, but 
we didn’t. We did not know anyone else who had 
done what we were about to do, therefore we had 
no model to copy. So with great apprehension, 
we began our first day of home education. It was 
scary! 

Many things have changed since that day. I 
have learned many lessons and wish I could go 
back and do some things differently. For you who 
are new (or struggling) home educators, I would 
like to share some of those lessons and hopefully 
help you avoid those mistakes on the first day and 

every day of your homeschool. Here are twelve of 
the best lessons I learned.

1. Home education is more than an 
    educational method; it is a way of life.

Most of us grew up in the public school system 
which incorporated one teacher and approximately 
25 students arranged by age into one room for 
seven hours per day. Home education does not, 
and should not, work that way. You are teaching 
your children all day long in academics, but you 
are also disciplining them in their life skills, good 
character and a love of learning. You do not need 
a teacher’s desk and eight little school desks in a 
special room of your house. Choose the best place 
for your children to learn, whether that is the kitchen 
table, the living room sofa, or your bed. (Yes, when I 
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had morning sickness so bad that I couldn’t 
stand up, we had school in my bed.) The 
key to successful learning is relationship 
(discipleship), not a school desk or “Scope 
and Sequence” chart.

2. Create an atmosphere 
    conducive to learning.

Your home needs to be quiet enough 
for your children to concentrate on 
their academics, but casual enough to 
enjoy each other. Teach them to have 
a quiet voice inside and to save their 
louder voice for outside. Turn the 
television off, limit computer usage 
and phone texting and acquire an 
answering machine/voice mail for 
your phone. Play soft melodic music in the 
background, preferably hymns or music from the 
baroque, Classical or early romantic periods. 
Instrumental music is preferable, because words 
can interrupt the thinking process. An orderly 
home and regular family routine creates stability. 
Try having your children wear “school” clothes 
during the day. Just knowing that they are dressed 
for school helps them behave better.  

3. You may need to make lifestyle changes.
Homeschool will not go well if you have too 

many outside activities. They will cause stress, 
which will cause frustration, which will cause 
burn out, which will cause you to quit. You don’t 
want that to happen. Depending on how much 
of a “people-person” you are, you will need to 
stop some of those daily and weekly scheduled 
events --- even some good ones. Cut out all but 
the very necessary family activities; then as your 
school days settle into a good routine, add one 
or two back into your schedule as long as they 
don’t create stress. Keep your intimate friends 
to a level that you can handle. Your family and 
home education come first.

4. Keep an orderly home. 
An orderly home should serve your needs, not 

be your master. Everyone works best in a clean 
and orderly space. Stuff propagates more stuff, 

so you must control it!  Because mom has many 
responsibilities to juggle, you must assign chores 
to everyone, even toddlers. The younger children 
feel important and part of the family, the older ones 
improve their life skills, and you feel better about 
your home. Orderliness must be taught; it does 
not happen automatically. Fifteen minute “flash 
cleans” are very effective, easy, and fun. Assign 
a certain chore to each child, set a timer for 15 
minutes, and tell him to see how much he can get 
done in that time. Knowing that he needs to clean 
for only 15 minutes makes it much more enjoyable, 
and he will be surprised at how much he actually 
does accomplish. Another idea is to have an older 
child help a younger child do chores. It’s fun and 
usually results in giggles. If you make ‘work’ fun 
and do it regularly, it will be easier for everyone 
--- especially you.

5. Acquire the proper equipment.
Supply bookcases for your books because, as 

your children begin to love learning, you will find 
that you are accumulating books at a rapid pace. So 
you need to have a ‘home’ ready for those books. 
Books piling up or lying around all the time create a 



5The Companion – November 2013

disorderly and depressed atmosphere. Purchase 
sturdy bins for each child to use for storing his 
school books. This makes clean up time after a 
school day easy and you can move your ‘school’ 
to the closet when company comes. Dads and 
moms should work together to establish a budget 
for books, supplies, and extra-curricular lessons. 
Be as generous as possible.

6. Find out what your child’s learning style 
    and your teaching style are.

When we began homeschooling, I taught my 
children the same way I was taught. That was 
all I knew and I thought everyone learned the 
same way. I had no idea that there were different 
styles and modalities involved in learning. I 
finally understood why some of my children had 
more difficulty in grasping concepts than others. 
I feel like I robbed them of enjoyable learning 
experiences because I did not teach them the 
way they were created to learn. Most learning 
issues can be resolved by teaching the way your 
children learn best. 

7. Take advantage of the unexpected 
     learning moments.

Many of the best learning experiences happen 
unexpectedly --- a butterfly coming out of its 
chrysalis, field-dressing a deer or planting a garden 
and watching it grow. When a child exclaims, “What 
is that, mom?” her interest is piqued and she will 
remember what you tell her much longer. When 
doing laundry, count socks by ones and twos to 
learn number sequences, sort clothing by colors 
to help them learn colors or sort by owner to teach 
order. Double your cookie recipe to help children 
learn multiplication. Teach your children safety 
rules and first aid so they can be ready if there 
is an emergency, like a meal burning in the oven 
or someone breaking a bone. Chronic illnesses 
provide invaluable experience in loving, caring, and 
serving skills. Everyday life experiences provide 
the best opportunities for teaching your children.

8. Use a flexible schedule.
From infancy, we all need a good routine that 

works well for us as we interact with our families. 
This is especially so when we home educate, 

continues on page 15
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by Melinda Boring 
Follow Melinda on her wonderful blog at 
www.headsupnow.com/blog

Have you ever wondered why your children 
do certain things? Maybe you have asked them 
to explain but they aren’t even able to tell you. 
If you are like me, it helps you to understand 
something when it makes sense to you. But 
as in many situations in life, I think there are 
some things we will never comprehend or know 
for sure and our kids will continue to engage 
in behavior that baffles us at times. This isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing.

Here’s one example. I have taught my 
children the basics of kitchen safety and meal 
preparation. I’ve shared a few tricks such as 
salting the water in a pot to bring it to a boil 

faster and cleaning up as you go instead of having 
to wash and put everything away all at once at 
the end. So when my son, Josh, announced his 
intention to make some macaroni and cheese for 
himself I wasn’t surprised. I had taught him how to 
make easy meal years ago and he had done so 
many times. As I was putting some clean dishes 
away, though, I glanced at the pot of water on the 
stove. Josh had filled it to an appropriate level 
for cooking his noodles but there were ice cubes 
floating on the surface of the water. Clearly I had 
missed something, because putting ice in water 
that needed to boil made no sense to me.

I’ve had similar moments of bewilderment 
during homeschooling moments. I knew that my 
Josh and Beckie had some learning challenges. 
They tended to want to cut corners when it came 
to school work and would be satisfied with doing 
the minimum amount of work possible. They were 
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reluctant to go back and correct their work when 
mistakes were made. Yet when they did not 
know the answer to a question, instead of just 
leaving that space blank and continuing on they 
either drew a question mark where the answer 
should be or wrote “What?” to indicate their 
confusion. This meant that once I went over that 
work with them they had to erase their question 
mark or “what” in order to write the answer. Wait 
a minute! These kids who are minimalists when 
it comes to writing answers are actually causing 
themselves more work because they have 
written responses that just have to be erased 
later. Why on earth would they make the work 
harder than it has to be?

When I was directing the homeschool day, 
I made sure we hit the harder subject areas 
sometime in the middle of our school day so 
we could begin and end each day with non-
frustrating work. As my children got older, 
I allowed them more freedom in selecting 
when they would work on their various subject 
assignments. I think it’s important for children 
to begin to learn how to budget their time and 
manage their own schedules. My approach 
personally is to get the harder work done so it’s 
not hanging over me until I do. My two struggling 
learners took the opposite approach, starting 
with the easiest task and working through the list 
until the hardest item was the only one remaining 
to be completed. Why wouldn’t they just do it to 
get it over with?

Here’s what I learned about my children 
through these seemingly baffling actions. My 
son who put the ice cubes in the water to be 
boiled? It’s a little game he plays to watch the 
ice cubes as they melt and see which one “wins” 
by lasting the longest. It has nothing to do with 
cooking and everything to do with curiosity and 
making a mundane task more entertaining. I’m 
too pragmatic to think of something like that, but 
it’s the way my son’s mind works and I think it’s 
actually pretty neat.

All right, so what about adding the extra work 
to a written assignment by writing “What?” or a 
question mark? Interestingly, Josh and Beckie 
both did this but it occurred years apart and neither 
knew the other had done the exact same thing. 
I’m not sure if it’s related to their ADHD or other 
learning challenge, but from what they were able 
to tell me they did it because it was an assignment 
that required a written response. Thus, they felt it 
would be incorrect to leave it blank without writing 
anything and they didn’t want me to think that they 
had missed or forgotten that item. The written 
question marks and “what?” responses were like 
place markers for them, ensuring that I knew they 
had made an attempt to respond even when they 
weren’t sure how to answer.

How about putting off the hardest subjects until 
last? I think there are several aspects to this. It is 
not unusual for individuals with ADHD to become 
overwhelmed if they think a task will take a long 
time. My kids wanted to avoid having to work for 
a long period of time (which to them could mean 
anything longer than 15 minutes) and so they put 
it off hoping that something would come up to give 
them a reprieve or excuse not to do the work. 
It’s also known that many procrastinators and 
individuals with ADHD work best under pressure. 
Since they have often difficulty motivating 
themselves internally for less-interesting tasks, 
the external pressure of a deadline helps them 
kick it into gear and get the work done. This has 
been the case with my three family members who 
have the ADHD diagnosis.

Mysteries and novelty keep life interesting. 
When our children act in ways that do not make 
sense to us, it causes us to look a little deeper 
to try and understand them. We may never know 
why our children do some of the puzzling or quirky 
things they do, but any insight we gain will help us 
to be better parents and teachers. As you grow 
in your understanding it will help you teach your 
children in ways that are reflective of their unique 
personalities. f 
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I. Introduction
Teaching your child with special needs is a privilege—

but it is also hard. It requires from the parents much 
sacrifice, patience, and unconditional love. 

We cannot forget to consider what the child with 
special needs experiences as well. Living with a 
handicap such as blindness, cerebral palsy, a speech 
impediment, autism, retardation, a disease, or one of 
many types of learning disabilities is difficult. It is a 
daily struggle emotionally, mentally, and many times 
physically. The child’s self-esteem is constantly put 
to the test. Some handicaps or learning disabilities 
can be overcome with consistent and focused effort. 
Other handicaps can only be managed and may never 
go away.

Living with multiple sclerosis these last few years 
has helped me appreciate the struggles of a physically 
handicapped person. Every day it is hard for me to 
simply walk, put my socks on, or stay in 80-degree 
weather for any length of time. The emotional drain 
is intense. The need to think and plan for logistics to 
achieve normal movement is a heavy burden. The 
quality of life from a human perspective is diminished. 
Hiking in the woods or camping is too hard, going to 
the beach is incapacitating, and participating in most 
sports that I love is out of the question.

Personal attention and love by my family is more 
important to me than ever before. I know a child with 
special needs truly needs this extra support and 
reassurance. Homeschooling your special needs child 
makes that intense, loving support possible.

We have seven children, including a set of twins 
who were supposed to have died in the womb. Yet 
God answered our desperate prayers in a miraculous 
way. Amy, whose head was caved in, spine twisted, 
and was not hooked up right, completely recovered 
in the womb and was born alive at 2 lbs. 13 ounces. 
Although Amy was miraculously delivered, she was 
mentally much slower than her twin sister, Charity. 
At 6 years old, Amy was not ready to read like her 
sister and required much more time, attention, and 
love. Sending her to an institutional school would 
have devastated her fragile self-confidence. Teachers 
could not possibly give her the one-on-one attention 
and love she needed. 

In light of these experiences, I am convinced that 
homeschooling children with special needs is the most 
effective way to successfully teach them and is the 
ideal environment in which they will learn and thrive.

II. Parents Excel in Teaching Their 
    Special Needs Children

Objective studies demonstrate that parents are 
providing a superior form of education for their special 

needs children by teaching them at home. Contrary to 
the claims of the education elite, parents do not have 
to be specially certified or have special qualifications to 
teach their handicapped children at home. 

In fact, in one of the most thorough studies performed 
thus far on the subject, Dr. Steven Duvall conducted a 
year-long study involving eight elementary and two junior 
high students with learning disabilities. He compared 
one group of five students that received instruction 
at home with a group of five students who attended 
public schools. He was careful to match the public 
school students to the homeschool students according 
to grade level, sex, IQ, and area of disability. Using a 
laptop computer, Dr. Duvall sat in on teaching sessions 
and took an observation every 20 seconds, creating 
tens of thousands of data points that were then fed into 
a statistical analysis package. Normally his research 
included a second observer who double-checked Dr. 
Duvall’s readings.

Dr. Duvall recorded and analyzed academically 
engaged time by students during instructional periods. 
He also administered standardized achievement tests 
to them to measure gains in reading, math and written 
language. His results show that the homeschooled, 
special needs students were academically engaged 
about two-and-one-half times as often as public school 
special needs students! He found the children in the 
public school special education classrooms spent 74.9 
percent of their time with no academic responses, while 
the homeschool children only spent 40.7 percent of their 
time with no academic responses. He also found that 
homeschools have children and teachers sitting side-by-
side or face-to-face 43 percent of the time, while public 
education classrooms had such an arrangement for 
special needs children only 6 percent of the time. This 
was a tremendous advantage for the homeschoolers. 

His study further demonstrated that the homeschool 
students averaged six months’ gain in reading compared 
to only a one-half month gain by the special public 
school students. Furthermore, the homeschool special 
needs students during the year gained eight months in 
written language skills compared to the public school 
counterparts who gained only two-and-one-half months.

Dr. Duvall summarized, “These results clearly indicate 
that parents, even though they are not certified teachers, 
can create instructional environments at home that 
assist students with learning disabilities to improve their 
academic skills. This study clearly shows that home 
schooling is beneficial for special needs students.” 1 

It is interesting to note that Thomas Edison was 
expelled from public school at age 7 because he was 
considered “addled” by his public school teacher. He 
lasted only three months in formal schooling. Over the 
next three years, his mother taught him the basics at 



10 The Companion – November 2013

home, and as Edison himself stated, “She instilled in 
me the love and purpose of learning.” 2 Without any 
special qualifications, Mrs. Edison helped her son 
overcome his disabilities to be come a great inventor. 

Once again we see homeschooling works for any 
child!

III. The Home Is the Ideal Environment 
     for Special Needs Children

All children need to know they are loved. For 
children with special needs it is even more important. 
Homeschooling gives special needs children teachers 
(the parents) who truly love them and intimately know 
their weaknesses and strengths. This gives parents 
a tremendous advantage in delivering an effective 
education program to their children.

Homeschooling also gives the parents an opportunity 
to teach what really matters. Having a handicap, as I 
have said, is a daily struggle. A handicapped child is 
constantly aware of his weakness and inability and this 
can often regularly lead to feelings of worthlessness 
and inadequacy. In homeschooling, parents can spend 
much time teaching their special needs child that they 
were created in the image of God. They have worth and 
value because God loves them. Their struggles and 
difficulties have purpose in glorifying God and being 
conformed more into the image of His Son. 

They can learn, “not to lose heart. Though our 
outward man is decaying, our inward man is being 
renewed day by day. For this momentary, light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 
all comparison, while we look not at the things which 
are seen but at the things which are seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.” II Corinthians 4:16-18. If they 
accept Jesus as their Savior and believe He died on 
the cross for their sins and rose again, they will be 
healed one day in heaven, if not before.

Weakness and disability reminds us of our mortality 
and our great need for a Savior. The spiritual object 
lessons to be drawn from our children’s handicaps are 
endless and of eternal value to them and the whole 
family. I can truly say my multiple sclerosis and Amy’s 
limitations are blessings that are reaping tremendous 
spiritual growth. God is teaching us to walk by faith 
not sight. (II Corinthians 5:7).

IV. Can I Legally Home School My Special Needs 
Child and What Are My Rights?

Since 1983, The Home School Legal Defense 
Association has worked to win and protect all parents’ 
rights to teach all their children at home, including 
special needs children. When HSLDA started, 
homeschooling was clearly legal in approximately five 
states. It is now legal in all 50 states. Even though 

homeschooled special needs children are being legally 
well-educated by their parents, they often are still faced 
with legal challenges. 

While some public school authorities are supportive, 
and occasionally even accommodating of homeschoolers, 
others do not share their enthusiasm. Those opposed to 
homeschooling find it difficult to question homeschoolers 
with average or above-average students, so they 
sometimes turn to harassing the handicapped or special 
needs homeschool children. Going after handicapped 
children that are homeschooled is somewhat easier 
since it is harder for the family to prove educational 
progress. It is also easier to intimidate the families into 
thinking they are not qualified. Of course, the incentive 
is greater also, since special needs children are worth 
nearly twice as much in state and federal tax dollars that 
will be sent to the local school district. 

As a result, homeschool families with special needs or 
handicapped childten may be harassed and restricted 
more than other homeschool families. As a result of this 
discriminatory treatment, many homeschoolers with 
special needs children begin to think they have fewer 
parental rights than everyone else. Constitutionally, this 
could not be further from the truth. 

Parents with special needs children are protected by 
the same Constitution as all other parents. Therefore, 
they, too, have the protection of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. 

For example, an HSLDA member family in Colorado 
had enrolled their child in special needs classes in 
the local public school. Eventually, their child stopped 
learning due to a negative classroom environment. 
Concluding they could do a better job themselves, the 
parents notified the school district that they had decided 
to homeschool. Although it was legal to homeschool in 
the state, the local school district would not dis-enroll 
the child. The district felt the child’s Individual Education 
Plan (IEP) recommendation could not be fulfilled by a 
mere mother. It called the family nearly every week; 
trying to pressure them back in for more meetings and 
more conferences with the public school’s specialists. 
The mother could barely stand the intimidation and 
began to doubt herself. When the family called HSLDA, 
I stepped in and was able to convince the school district 
to recognize the mother’s right to homeschool privately. 

In Illinois, a family dis-enrolled their child from all 
special needs programs except speech therapy. Over 
and over again the school district tried to pressure the 
family to come into various meetings in which the child 
would be evaluated and recommendations given. The 
school district believed the parents were not qualified 
to provide instruction. Finally, the school district initiated 
a due process proceeding pursuant to the “Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act” or “IDEA,” because 
they believed that receiving speech therapy services 
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put the family under the act’s jurisdiction. The family 
contacted HSLDA, followed my advice and withdrew 
their child from speech therapy and provided a written 
statement to the school district breaking all ties. After 
we further negotiated with the school district, the family 
was finally left alone.

In Indiana, a couple who educated nine adopted 
handicapped children was harassed repeatedly by 
school officials. Scores of other families in their area 
were homeschooling, but this family was singled out 
because all the children had special needs. 

I can recount numerous personal experiences I have 
had defending handicapped children who are harassed 
only because they are being homeschooling. In every 
instance, HSLDA attorneys resolved the situations, 
and the parents were able to do a better job because 
they cared about their children and best understood 
their special needs. 

V. How Can I Get Help To Teach My  
    Child With Special Needs?

There are two basic options homeschoolers can 
choose to receive help: private special needs resources 
or resources from the public schools through the federal 
IDEA program. Of course, some homeschoolers could 
do a combination of them both.

Parents also have the right to opt out of the initial 
evaluation, if they so desire. This right was explicitly 
recognized by a 2006 modification of the regulation 
(34 CFR 300.300(d)(4)), which resulted from HSLDA’s 
victory in the case Fitzgerald v. Camdenton R-III School 
District (2006)3, where the court ruled that a school 
district did not have the right to override a parent’s 
desire to not participate. 

In the meantime, certain states have passed 
regulations allowing homeschoolers to receive special 
education services (a state-by-state summary is 
available). Also, if a homeschooler is in a state that 
recognizes homeschools as private schools, the 
homeschoolers may be able to obtain assistance. 

However, parents should consider the possible side 
effect of loss of freedom when taking government 
special needs services. A common adage, that 
government controls nearly always follow government 
money, often rings true with homeschoolers who 
receive public school services for their special needs 
children. many times the controls are not immediately 
visible but they usually surface as soon as the parents 
begin to disagree with the public school authorities’ 
recommendations for new therapy or a different 
educational approach.

At the very least, homeschoolers who receive public 
school services for their special needs children; place 
themselves under the jurisdiction of the federal IDEA 
and local state regulations which implement that act. 
Some types of problems homeschoolers encounter 

are described above.
The intent of IDEA is to provide statutory guidelines 

for local public schools to make available a free public 
education to the handicapped. The act is not a compulsory 
attendance statute for handicapped children. It is clearly 
apparent, therefore, that parents, who do not want to take 
advantage of a free public education for their handicapped 
child, are not mandated to do so. Such a mandate would 
also violate the parents’ fundamental right to direct the 
education of their children, as guaranteed under Pierce v. 
Society of Sisters.4 In the Pierce case, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared parents have the right to choose a private 
educational program for their children, and, as a result, 
the Court struck down an Oregon law that mandated 
only public school attendance. Parents of special needs 
children are not required to use any public educational 
services. Choosing to privately educate their special 
needs child is the parents’ right. By doing so, they avoid 
the state’s controls pursuant to the IDEA.

 
VI. Conclusion: Homeschooling Works

Privately homeschooling special needs students 
carries the least risk for government intervention. A 
parent who chooses to work with the public schools 
should be cautious for the reasons discussed above. 
Homeschoolers should also carefully watch their 
legislatures in order to oppose any attempts to create 
excessive regulations for handicapped children being 
home schooled. All homeschoolers need to stand 
together to protect special needs homeschoolers from 
being separately and excessively regulated. 

Homeschooling special needs children takes a 
tremendous effort on behalf of parents. HSLDA receives 
regular reports of the consistent success that these 
parents are achieving, oftentimes far beyond the progress 
the special needs child made in the public school. One of 
the major reasons for success seems to be the fact that 
parents know their children best and, therefore, can best 
meet the needs of their handicapped child. f

Endnotes
1  Dr. Steven Duvall, The Impact of Home Education 
on Learning Disabled Children: A Look at New 
Research, August 1994, presented to the Home 
School Legal Defense Association, Purcellville, VA.
2  Christopher Klicka, Home Schooling: The Right 
Choice, (Twin Sisters, OR: Loyal Publishing, 2000), 
p. 168.
3  Fitzgerald v. Camdenton R-III School District, 439 
F. 3d 773, 206 L. Ed. Rep. 837, C.A. 8 (Mo) March 
01, 2006 (No. 04-3102)
4268 U.S.510 (1925) [Also see Meyer v. Nebraska, 
262 U.S.390 (1923) and Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 
U.S.205 (1972)].
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Teaching science is a daunting task for lots of 
homeschooling parents. Let’s face it, science 
classes like physics or chemistry can be very 
technical and many parents worry they don’t 
have the knowledge base to teach these subjects 
properly. Relax!

First of all, kids (and that includes you, at some 
point in your past) are natural scientists. Don’t 
worry about your ability to teach complex subjects, 
stimulate or motivate them. remember all those 
questions they ask? The wonderment your kids 
express about new discoveries? Kids are naturally 
curious about the world around them, even if they 
don’t think of their interest in the natural world as 
‘science.’

Secondly, there are plenty of options out there 
for worried parents, allowing you to be as involved 
as you’d like without compromising the quality of 
a homeschool education. You don’t need to worry 
about how to teach homeschool science or math!

With self-instructional science curriculums, 
parents are free to focus on creating hands-on, 
real-life learning experiences for their children, 
which enhance the learning experience and 
reinforce the material they are studying. Here are 
the three key ways to teach (or have your children 
taught) science, depending on your comfort level 
with the material.

1. Learn It & 
   Share It

You thought math, chemistry and physics would 
never be needed again, didn’t you? You should 
have paid more attention the first time around. 
One of the easiest ways to teach grade school 
science… or even high school science is to first 
understand it. review your child’s course materials 
or class curriculum to determine the scope of the 
lessons. The web is an easy place to begin finding 
out just how good your knowledge really is. While 
this may prove an effective technique for one or 
two science courses, if your budding young PhD 
is engaged in a science-focused curriculum, you 
may find it difficult to amass sufficient knowledge 
to keep ahead of them.

2. Discover It  
   Together or Let  
   Them Go It Alone

Many parents choose to have their child take self-
guided homeschool science courses either online, 
on video or in a textbook format. Homeschooling 
really runs the gamut of options, from parents 
who manage the entire process to homeschool 
academies. If your student is a little younger, you 
can pick up science project kits at craft or teacher 
supply stores to get your child interested in science 
experiments. And if the curriculum starts to get 
beyond your knowledge, remember: teamwork gets 
it done! Science is a very community-driven practice; 
serving as your child’s lab partner and fellow student 
is both fun and helpful to them.

3. Dual Enrollment
many states have a dual enrollment (also known 

as concurrent enrollment) option in which your child 
can attend traditional school classes for science 
courses, computer labs or foreign languages.  You 
must check your local laws and with your school 
district. In Pennsylvania for example, state law 
doesn’t mandate that individual school districts allow 
dual enrollment; it is left to each district’s discretion.

Dual enrollment becomes a really good option 
for parents of science-oriented kids as they get 
older. As their curriculum progresses, they may be 
ready for more advanced coursework. In addition 
to dual-enrolling at high schools to take the burden 
off your shoulders, many homeschoolers choose to 
dual-enroll at local colleges, with college credits that 
can be transferred when they head off to college.

Teaching science properly requires you to make 
the subject interesting. Science isn’t about facts 
and numbers that need to be memorized; rather, it’s 
the collection of systems that make our world – and 
everything in it – function…and it’s fascinating! If you 
plan to take on the task of teaching your children 
science, remember:

continues on page 29



14 The Companion – November 2013

the annual LifeLight festivals in Texas, Missouri, 
South Dakota, and overseas. Beck was one of 
three unsigned, emerging artists to sing at LifeLight 
Missouri, held June 21-23 in Bethany, MO.  She was 
chosen from hundreds who submitted electronic 
media kits to be considered to perform. 

Beck sang original music from her new CD, Lost 
in You.

“It was an honor to be a part of this event along 
with other well-respected musicians who have been 
singing a lot longer than I have. It was exciting to be 
able to share my music and encourage those who 
came out to listen.” said beck.

Beck has been writing music since age 11, and 
started recording at age 14. Her newest CD, Lost in 
You, features 9 original songs, all written by Beck. 

“Every day I encounter someone who is searching, 
looking for hope, or to fill a void in their life,” said 
Beck. “My hope and prayer is that through the 
music that I write, I can be an encouragement and 
offer the life-changing message of Jesus Christ to 
all who listen.”

Hannah Beck is the daughter of Dan and Jennifer Beck. She 
is a 2013 homeschool graduate from the Beck homeschool: 
Sugar Creek Christian Academy. The Becks serve as the 419 
area reps for CHEO. Learn more about Hannah Beck’s music 
by visiting www.hannahbeckmusic.com.

Seventeen year old Hannah beck, of Lima, Ohio, 
recently performed at the national LifeLight Christian 
Music Festival in Bethany, Missouri.

LifeLight Christian Music Festival is one of the 
largest Christian Music Festivals in the United 
States. Annually, more than 300,000 total attend 
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because there is so much more to keep track 
of. Plan a schedule that works for your family, 
considering Dad’s work schedule, baby’s sleep 
schedule and any extra-curricular activities. Keep 
it flexible for those unexpected interruptions, 
but keep it firm enough to know ‘where you are’ 
when you get back to a normal routine. Don’t let 
a schedule control you; let it work for you.

9. Don’t compare yourself with others. 
Every family has different dynamics. Yours is 

unique and God planned it that way. Do try to be 
the best you can be, but don’t try to be anything 
different from what God designed for you. Rest 
in God’s perfect plan. That will prevent stress 
from trying to achieve unattainable goals and 
depression from never feeling like you are ‘good 
enough.’ Be yourself. Let your family live in their 
“sweet spot” and work together the way the LORD 
designed you to function.

10. Its okay to take some “down” time. 
You need some “me time,” some “alone time.” 

Don’t feel guilty about it. Your family needs you 
to be refreshed and energized because they take 
their cues from you. They reflect your moods, 
your values, and your spirit. make sure that you 
are reflecting the proper things. It is important to 
keep yourself refreshed. Schedule some time for 
yourself and it will benefit everyone. 

11. Nurture your marriage. 
Many home educating marriages suffer when 

mom gets caught up in everything that needs to be 
done during her days. Husbands feel left out quite 
often and their intimacy grows farther apart. It’s 
not that moms do it on purpose; it just happens. 
Your children are precious and home education 
is good, but you need to set your priorities. 
remember that your husband was present in your 

home first, long before your children arrived; and he 
will still be there when your children move out. You 
don’t want to be strangers. Nurture your marriage 
relationship from the beginning, on purpose. Plan 
it in your schedule. Don’t allow home education to 
damage your marriage.

12. Spend prime time with the LORD 
      at the beginning of the day. 

The biggest help in our homeschool was the time 
we spent together reading Scripture and praying 
together each morning before breakfast. After 
breakfast, we had our private time with the LORD. 
The days we spent that time together, things went 
much more smoothly and everyone stayed in a 
much better frame of mind. When we skipped it 
for whatever reason, our day seemed to fall apart. 
It saves time in the long run to spend that time ‘up 
front’ with the LORD, than to try to get ahead with 
our day by hitting the floor running in the morning. 
This is the most important homeschooling lesson 
I learned.

I wonder how much time and effort we would have 
saved if I had known these things when we started 
home educating. I knew of no one who could mentor 
me and help me through my mistakes. New home 
educators today have so many more advantages 
now because home education has been tried and 
proven. It works! There are now experienced home 
educators who can come alongside you and show 
you how to make it easier and there are many more 
curriculum choices and help available to aid you. 

One of your best homeschool resources is your 
state homeschool organization, with the valuable 
years of experience and great benefits that it 
can offer home educators. Support it with your 
membership, participation, and encouragement.  
Reap the benefits throughout the year. f

Linda Watkins and her husband David are the parents 
of eight children and grandparents of fifteen. Their 
children’s spouses are also home educated. With 
25+ years of home education behind her, Linda has 
learned plenty of lessons, often the hard way. Linda 
is the director of the annual MACHE home education 
conference. Please let Linda know when you print her 
article: psm343@me.com. 

continued from 
     page 5



16 The Companion – November 2013

By Maribeth Spangenberg

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth.”  Proverbs 27:1

If I hadn’t crossed paths with her in the store, I 
wouldn’t have known. She was a fellow homeschooling 
mom, ten years younger than I, and was originally 
introduced to me by a family member. Usually we’d 
meet at Homeschool conventions, and chat about 
curriculum and our children, but this meeting was 
one of a very somber nature.

“I just got out of the hospital,” she explained, in 
response to my inquiry of, “How are you?” She went 
on to say that it had been a three week stay. As she 
leaned forward to rest on the push bar of the shopping 
cart, I noticed that she was visibly tired. Dark circles 
shadowed under her eyes. Her speech was slower 
and more precise, and her countenance was one of 
a general malaise. A forced smile spread across her 
face with a seeming surrender to whatever life threw 
her way. In general, she was different.

my homeschool friend went on to tell me that just 
four weeks ago, what had started as a visit to the 
ER for severe right abdominal pain, had turned into 
a revelation of stage 4 lung and liver cancer.

“This is my first trip out by myself,” she said. “My 
husband is waiting in the car. I asked him if I could 
walk around alone.” Just then her phone rang. “It’s 
him,” she smiled, looking down and responding to 
the text. “He’s making sure that I am alright.”

We chatted for quite some time, and as we did, 
I couldn’t help but notice a sinking, anxious feeling 
rising up inside me. I wanted to cry for her.

“I told the doctor I never smoked a day in my life,” 
she exclaimed. “He said that didn’t matter, that my 
cancer was environmental. Not hereditary. Tomorrow 
I go for a scan of my brain and bone to see if it spread 
anywhere else.”

While she talked, fear began to encompass me, 
not just for her, but for myself. She had four children, 
the youngest of which, was only nine.

“My youngest asked me if I was going to die,” she 
said solemnly. “I just changed the subject, because I 

didn’t know. I’m still working through the stages of grief.”
“How could this be?” I thought. “She’s younger than 

me!” My mind then raced to the scenario of, “What if 
it were mE?”

Oh, how fragile life is!  I then asked my friend if I 
could share her situation with my church’s Wednesday 
night prayer meeting.

“Please do!” she exclaimed, and lit up as we then 
instinctively hugged. “I know the Lord has a plan and 
timing for my life,” she continued. “I just need to have 
faith.”

We talked more of her oldest children and how they 
were struggling with the news. They were in their first 
semester of college. Her middle child was still unable 
to comprehend the severity of it, and her youngest was 
oblivious, thinking it was something he could “catch.”

When we parted ways, she said I could “friend” her 
on Facebook to keep up with her progress. I did so as 
soon as I returned home. It was, indeed, a blessing 
to see that her husband had posted something. 
Something that made me cry:

“Last Saturday, I spent 90 minutes (not seconds) 
in Joanne’s fabric store with (my wife) - picking out 
material for pillows. What makes that significant is 
that I’ve never liked going there. I enjoyed doing what 
made her happy - not out of obligation, just for the joy 
of being with her and see her smile. Later, we spent 
time at Lowe’s…. an equally enjoyable outing. One 
night, we enjoyed a lovely dinner at a Country Inn ….. 
I wish these were typical days, but she doesn’t have 
much strength and it takes a while for her to recover. 
For the guys reading this post, cherish every minute 
you have with your wife.”

Life is so fragile! News like this makes one re-
evaluate priorities and examine life from a different 
perspective. We all need wake-up calls from time to 
time. I assured my friend that I would be following 
her on Facebook, but most of all, I assured her of my 
continuing prayers!

Prayer: Lord, I lift my friend up to You. I know that it 
is in Your power to heal her. I ask that you grant her 
more time with her family and that if it be Your Will, 
that You would halt the progress of this disease. I pray 
in Jesus Name. Amen. f
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Science Scope 
By Kathryn Stout

From Design-A-Study, Science Scope provides a list of skills, topics 
for discussion, and interesting topics that are part of most science 
curricula. Use as a checklist to make sure you cover all appropri-
ate concepts; as an overview from simple to complicated science 
subjects; or as a guide to ensure you’re on track for your child’s age. 
Divided into subjects such as “energy” or “Technology” each chapter 
has sections for each age range with vocabulary, things students 
should know, and activities. 

Different Dream Parenting: A Practical Guide 
to Raising a Child with Special Needs  
By Jolene Philo  

Written by the parent of a special needs child, Different Dream 
Parenting shows parents how to find the resources they need from 
hospitals, private organizations, businesses, government agencies, 
and churches. The author along with other parents of special needs 
kids also share what they’ve learned about dealing with frustration, 
fatigue and waiting for spiritual answers and encouragement.

Daily Focus: A Devotional for Home-
schoolers by Homeschoolers  
By Janet Tatman 

Homeschoolers can become weary in their journey, and some-
times a bit of encouragement can make all the difference in a day, 
month, or year. Compiled from Alpha Omega’s Daily Devotionals 
email for homeschoolers, these short, uplifting chapters will warm 
your heart and provide encouragement for the day. Read real-life 
homeschooling experiences that relate to God’s word, and be 
empowered to grow closer to the Lord with topics that deal with 
faithfulness, endurance, prayer, forgiveness, thankfulness, time 
management, worship, patience and more.

Help! I’m Married to a Homeschooling Mom  
By Todd Wilson 

Married to a homeschooling mom? Then there’s nothing more 
important than understanding the challenges and frustrations she 
faces in this grand undertaking. With this knowledge, you’ll know 
exactly how to keep both of you motivated and sane through the truly 
unique experience of educating at home. 

Click “Shop” on 
our website 
(cheohome.org) 
to find a link to

All it takes is a simple 
click and you will support 
CHEO with your purchase! 

Thank you! 

http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
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To check out these 
family-friendly  
locations and enjoy 
E x P L O R I N G  our 

beautiful state!

(click on 
the links!)

1

4

3

2

5

1. Central: Slate Run Historical Farm, Ashville 
  www.metroparks.net/MapSlateRunFarm.aspx

2. East Central: Maps Air Museum, North Canton 
  www.mapsairmuseum.org

3. West Central: Clifton Mill, Clifton  
  www.cliftonmill.com

4. North Central: Malabar Farm State Park, Mansfield 
  www.malabarfarm.org

5. South West: Cincinnati History Museum, Cincinnati 
  www.cincymuseum.org/historymuseum

http://www.metroparks.net/MapSlateRunFarm.aspx
www.jorgensen-farms.com/index.html
http://www.cliftonmill.com
http://www.malabarfarm.org
http://www.cincymuseum.org/historymuseum
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By Michael P. Donnelly, Esq.,  
Director of International Relations

The Ohio Legislature passed House Bill 59, 
the Omnibus Budget Bill, in June. The bill directs 
school districts and the Ohio Department of 
Education to allow home educated students to 
be “afforded … the opportunity to participate in 
extracurricular activities offered at the district 
school to which the student otherwise would be 
assigned during that school year.” 

HSLDA Attorney for Ohio Affairs Mike Donnelly 
said the law has already created some problems.

“We have already dealt with a number of school 
districts who said they would not change their 
policy and were telling homeschoolers they would 
have to enroll to participate,” he explained. “This 
is clearly contrary to the legislative intent of the 
law, and the OHSAA’s new policy also supports 
our view that no enrollment of any kind is required. 
We expect that there will be some issues as this 
new law is implemented. HSLDA’s policy is that 
where equal access laws exist we will work with 
our members who have issues with discriminatory 
enforcement.”

Previously, Ohio did not have any laws 
specifically addressing the issue of a homeschool 
student’s participation in public school activities, 
leaving each district free to come up with its own 
policies. Under the new law homeschoolers will 
have access to extracurricular activities at the 
public school to which they would otherwise be 
assigned. 

Moving quickly in July to respond to the new law, 
the Ohio High School Athletic Association updated 
its policy, informing its members about the law 
and clarifying that schools would be required to 
admit homeschoolers without having to enroll in 
any classes. View its policy online. HSLDA has 
analyzed equal access issues generally and you 
can learn more by visiting our issues library page. 

The relevant provisions of the bill can be seen 
online. The extracurricular access provisions 
are found on pages 1129-1130 and the PSEO 
provisions are found on page 1438 of the PDF link.

Dual Enrollment College Courses Next Year
The bill also directed that the state’s Post-

Secondary Enrollment Program (PSEO) be 

Minute
Ohio Homeschoolers 

Granted 
Equal Access to 

Extra Curricular and 
PSEO Funding
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opened up to homeschoolers. The PSEO program 
pays for dual enrollment college courses at 
participating Ohio institutions of higher learning. 
Homeschooling families who wish to participate in 
the PSEO program must notify the Department of 
Education by April 1 of the year prior in which they 
plan to participate.

Although the legislation allows the DOE to relax 
that deadline for homeschooled students who wish 
to participate for the 2013-2014 school year, it has 
been reported that all funding has been allocated 
and that homeschoolers will have to wait until next 
year to receive funding for PSEO classes.

To find out more about how to apply for PSEO 
program funding, visit the Ohio Department of 
Education website. This page has not yet been 
updated to reflect the new law. 

Donnelly pointed to the new regulation as an 
example of how HSLDA partners with CHEO 
to protect homeschooling from unreasonable 
government regulation. 

“It is great working with CHEO to protect the rights 

of homeschooling in Ohio,” he said. “I am pleased to 
work with CHEO’s legislative liaison Melanie Elsey, 
state legislators and others to insure that these 
amendments will not infringe or place additional 
burdens on homeschoolers—which, so far, they have 
not. And we will work to make sure they don’t ever.”

In HSLDA’s experience there is always a concern 
that equal access legislation can result in unwanted 
intrusion or additional regulations. HSLDA and CHEO 
will continue to monitor the state board to insure that 
the rulemaking that accompanies these law changes 
does not infringe on homeschooling rights. Ohio 
homeschoolers should support CHEO for their great 
work defending homeschooling freedom in Ohio. f

Protect Your Family
If you or someone you know is not a member of 

HSLDA, will you consider taking a moment today to join 
or recommend us? Your support for our work enables us 
to defend individual families threatened by government 
officials and protect homeschooling freedom for all.  
Join now. 

When you support Christian Home Educators of Ohio 
with your membership you’ll receive the following benefits: 

Please Print Clearly

Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Husband’s Name: __________________________ Wife’s Name: __________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ______ 
Zip: ___________________ Ohio County: _____________________________________________
Phone: ( _____) _______________________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Are you an HSLDA Member? - q Yes q No  Add me to the CHEO e-mail list - q Yes q No 
q Are you a Support Group Leader? If so, name your Support Group: _________________________
q membership fee of $30 enclosed  
q Donation of $ _____ enclosed Please send me _____ additional CHEO brochures for my friends

Become a CHEO Member!

• $10 discount to the annual CHEO convention
• $5 discount on admission to the Creation Museum
• $8 discount on Home School Digest magazine 

• $120 discount on CollegePlus enrollment 
• $40 discount on College In A Bag (CollegePlus) 
• $20 discount on a membership with HSLDA 

Send this form, along 
with your check to:

CHEO
616 Hebron Road, Suite E
Heath, OH 43056-1444

CHEO appreciates your support as you join us in furthering 
home education in Ohio. become a CHEO member online at  
www.cheohome.org or fill out and mail this form today!

http://www.cheohome.org


22 The Companion – September/October 2013

HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535

Make Learning Easier This Year!

For use with teenagers, adolescents, 
and young children.

Dianne Craft, is the president of Child Diagnostics, Inc., Denver, CO

www.diannecraft.org

A 2-hour parent training
program that brings real results.

Learn to teach your child/teenager
how to store information in
his/her strong, right brain

for permanent storage. 

“Teaching the Right Brain Child” DVD
by Dianne Craft, MA, CNHP

Train Your Child’s Photographic Memory
and

    Spelling         Right Brain Phonics         Sight Word Strategy
    Reading Comprehension Strategy         Test Taking Study Skills
    Math Facts and Processes

See a 2-to-3-year growth in
spelling in one year…

...no matter what other
programs you have used!

Graduating 
in 2014?

http://www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer
http://www.diannecraft.org
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       re you aware, that more than 10 Billion dollars is spent annually on Adult-oriented businesses?                         

Do you know who’s processing your credit cards?
Cornerstone Payment Systems does not process for morally objectionable business types. Find out how your  business 
or ministry can process with an industry leader that stands for the same Christian values that you do. In addition to 
our stand for Christ, Cornerstone guarantees to provide you a more favorable processing rate for your business or 
ministry, or we will donate $500.00 to Christian Home Educators of Ohio (CHEO).

To  � n d  m o r e,  g ive  us  a  ca l l  today at  855.644.1870  
or  v i s i t  us  onl ine  at  cornerstone.cc/CHEO

Star t processing for a PURPOSE!

More money is spent on pornography each year than on the NFL, the NBA, and Major League baseball combined.      
In retail and online, the majority of the money spent, is paid for with a credit or debit card.  To facilitate these           
transactions, objectionable businesses must contract with a credit card processor.  These same processors may be 
handling the credit card transactions for your business or ministry.  This should not be so, and you have options.

Merchant Accounts are provided through Corner stone Payment Systems a registered ISO/MSP of Woodforest National Bank, Houston, Texas.
© Copyr ight 2013.Corner stone Payment Systems. All Rights Reser ved.Designed By: Four Seasons Marketing, LLC .

Attention Business Owners   

Christian Home Educators of Ohio

http://www.cornerstone.cc/CHEO
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Do you remember learning about Robin Hood? 
He stole from the rich to give to the poor. In Robin 
Hood’s world the monarchy wanted more money and 
more treasure. Prince John sent out the Sheriff of 
Nottingham and his lackeys to collect exorbitant taxes 
from the poor working folks. Sometimes he asked the 
people for more than they had to give. Robin Hood 
lived in the forest with his band of merry men, and did 
what he could to help the poor people of Nottingham. 
Whether you agree with his methods or not, the story 
can be a helpful tool for teaching math concepts.

Some children are naturally hands-on oriented 
in their learning. For struggling learners, offering 
some tactile input can be a vital part of helping them 
understand the concepts being taught. To promote 
generalization of newly acquired knowledge, children 
need to make connections between what they already 
know and the new material being presented. Like links 
on a chain, their knowledge base grows as each new 
bit of information is connected to prior experience.

My children liked to watch the Disney cartoon 
version of Robin Hood. So when they were having 
some difficulty with the math concept of “borrowing” 
along with place value, I had one of those inspired 
homeschool Mom moments. I lined them up by age, 
so that my youngest child could represent the “ones”. 
My middle child was assigned the “tens”, and my 
oldest child was to stand for the “hundreds”. Then I 
got out the Cuisenaire blocks and gave some of the 
single blocks, 10 rods, and hundred blocks to each 
child according to their assigned place value.

I became the Sheriff of Nottingham complete 
with my assumed sheriff voice which made 
my kids laugh. The children were 
the beleaguered citizens facing 

Special 
Needs

HOMESCHOOLINg

Melinda L. Boring is a speech/language patholo-
gist, workshop presenter, homeschooling mother 
and author. Her experience with distractible and 
hyperactive children has been developed in both 
a professional and personal capacity. She and her 
husband, Scott, live in Columbus, Ohio. 

You can contact Melinda through her 
website at www.headsupnow.com.

Merry Math
with Robin Hood
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constant harassment from the greedy tax collector. 
I approached my youngest child and informed her I 
was there to collect her taxes and held out my hand 
to demand ten blocks. She counted what I had given 
her and discovered that she had fewer than ten in 
her possession. I told her that she would have to 
borrow from her “neighbor” in the tens column.

As she turned to her sister (AKA the tens column) 
I explained that she would have to borrow ten at a 
time. Now in addition to acting out the process of 
borrowing from her neighbor, I illustrated the math 
problem on a dry erase board. I moved on in my role 
as the Nottingham sheriff and approached the child 
representing the tens. When the “sheriff” demanded 
a hundred in taxes this child found that she, too, 
was short of the amount being required. She had 
to borrow from her neighbor, the hundreds.

I used a different color of dry erase marker for each 
step, so the children could visualize each individual 
step while still seeing the whole picture. After 
going through several examples with the Sheriff of 
Nottingham insisting on payment of taxes requiring 
them to borrow, the written problems seemed to 
make more sense to the kids. At that point, I started 
to fade some of my cues and instead of talking them 
through each step I began to ask them what should 
happen next. As they gained confidence, I had the 
children mix things up and change places so they 
could each have the experience of enacting the 
place value roles of the ones, tens, and hundreds.

Initially I was illustrating the math problems on 

the dry erase board, but as their understanding grew 
I had the children write down the section of the math 
problem that represented their roles with each child 
using a different color. When they seemed to grasp the 
concept and were able to demonstrate it consistently, 
I ended the lesson by allowing each child to have a 
turn being the Sheriff of Nottingham.

My children loved the drama of acting out math 
problems in the roles of robin Hood characters. 
They had blocks in their hands, different colors in the 
written work, and the creativity of portraying characters 
from a movie they knew well. It helped them to have 
that experience of acting out the math problem as 
characters from robin Hood because they could 
think back to that activity to help them recall how to 
complete the math procedure. Whoever would have 
guessed that learning math would be so memorable 
and fun simply by utilizing the merriness of Robin 
Hood? I want to encourage all who read this to feel 
free to BORROW this idea to teach your own students 
the concept of borrowing in math.

Side note: My first two children were working on the 
math concepts, but even younger children could be 
included with a little extra support. I didn’t expect my 
preschooler to understand the actual math concepts 
being taught to her older siblings, but she could work 
at her own level as she practiced counting the ones 
cubes. She loved being a part of things and having 
a supportive role in her big brother and big sisters’ 
learning. Because she was standing up, actively 
included, and moving around with “manipulatives” 
in her hands she remained engaged in the whole 
process. f
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“Moving Parts” 
in State 

Education 
Policy

The Ohio
Legislative 
Report

Melanie Elsey serves as CHEO’s Legislative 
Liaison and writes from her home in Uniontown, 
Ohio. She lives with her husband, John and their 
children.

You can contact Melanie by email 
at lzjoshua@aol.com.

This is the year for significant discussions 
and changes in state education policies. In 
many respects it’s a puzzle with moving parts. 
By the time we see how one part of the puzzle 
fits together another section has already been 
redesigned.  This is what is taking place in the 
state of Ohio and we see that in the ongoing push 
for an “outcomes-based” model (or outputs) for 
public and chartered private schools, as well as, 
possible changes in graduation policies. 

As has been predicted over the past two 
decades, outcomes-based education is a model 
that will collapse. When standards are based on 
outcomes, the bar has to be placed at a level 
that all students can reach…which produces 
mediocrity at best. 

A simple example of this was provided in 
testimony delivered by mr. Tom Gunlock on 
May 14, 2013 before the Ohio House Education 
Committee. In the context of defending a shift to 
nationally set standards and assessments, mr. 
Gunlock described the current raw cut scores for 
the Ohio Achievement Assessments and Ohio 
Graduation Test.
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• Reading Proficient 6th Grade:  17 out of 
49 questions correct (35%)

• Reading Proficiency Ohio Grad. Test:  
20.5 out of 48 correct (43%)

• Math Proficient 7th Grade:  16 out of 50 
questions correct (32%)

• Math Proficiency Ohio Grad. Test:  20 out 
of 46 questions correct (43%)

When I was in school, these percentages 
were failing, not proficient.  

As the state’s system for educating 
students continues to track toward 
more state and national control and an 
“outcomes” driven model, should home 
educating families be concerned?

The State board of Education’s Graduation 
Committee has been developing a new 
proposal for graduation requirements that 
will lead to new college/university entrance 
requirements.  Some of their work has been 
driven by new mandates in state law, but some 
of the work appears to be exceeding their 
statutory authority. 

A system of End-of-Course exams must 
be developed under Ohio law. Some of these 
assessments will be developed and delivered 
through the controversial Common Core State 
Standards Initiative.

Home-educated students technically don’t 
have to take these exams. Our regulations still 
provide for our children to take standardized 

norm-referenced assessments.  But, in addition 
to the new exams there will be the development 
of a Diploma Endorsement Board. This un-
elected extended bureaucracy is not found in 
state law…but the State board of Education’s 
Graduation Committee seems intent on 
its establishment. The proposed Diploma 
Endorsement Board will become a pseudo-gate 
keeper at the post-secondary level and in the 
local business community, giving preferential 
treatment for placement and hiring to students 
who hold this state sanctioned credential.  If 
this piece to the puzzle takes hold, we will 
collectively need to rise up and challenge it.

Ohio home educating families have been 
blessed with state regulations designed to 
recognize and protect our God-given right to 
educate our own children. Our state regulations 
provide a legal option in a compulsory system 
and our children should never be penalized for 
exercising this option.

As policies unfold to tighten state control 
over what is taught and tested, please 
consider staying vigilant with us to protect 
the opportunities home educated students 
should have to pursue post-secondary 
training or vocations of their choice.

CHEO will keep you updated through 
email alerts, Facebook, and website posts.  
Please make sure you are signed up to 
receive these important notifications. f

CHEO has worked for more than two decades to preserve 
and protect our God-given right to direct the education 
of our children through home education. We deeply 
appreciate your ongoing prayers and support. 
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 Individual Chicken Pot Pies 

www.pillsbury.com/recipes/individual-chicken-pot-pies/ 
8f966d2c-fe8c-4948-a788-b30f4354ee71

This fall, I’ll definitely be enjoying this dish! I love chicken pot 
pies, and a can of refrigerated biscuit dough sounds like an 
easy (and delicious) substitute for pie crust. Click here to get 
the recipe! 
 

Looping Leaf T-shirt Project 

www.spoonful.com/crafts/looping-leaf-t-shirt

The leaves are starting to fall here in Ohio.  Click here to see 
a simple craft idea that embraces the fall season.  It may be a 
project you can work on with your older children.

Note: These articles have been reviewed and deemed appropriate for Com-
panion readers. Please use caution when following a link away from the given 
articles. CHEO cannot take responsibility for any offensive content you may 
discover beyond the websites shown here. Proceed at your own discretion.

Rebekah lives with her family on 
a beautiful hill in central Ohio. 

She works part-time as an 
English tutor for kids in South 
Korea…as well as a nanny for 

two young girls. She also loves 
spinning and dying speciality 
yarns as a business venture. 

Rebekah is happy to be a part of 
The Companion team and will be 
contributing fun and interesting 

places to visit on the web.

What about ME: On taking care of 
yourself as a homeschool mom 

www.simplehomeschool.net/what-about-me

“I was ready to quit. I originally chose to homeschool because 
I thought it was absolutely the best decision for my kids. I 
wanted them to have the excellent education, individualized 
curriculum, and flexible schedule that homeschooling could 
provide. But last spring, I found myself wondering if it was the 
best decision for me.” read how one mother found ways to 
balance homeschooling with personal pursuits. 

Kids and Journaling

www.picklebums.com/2013/08/20/kids-and-journaling/

Kate from “Picklebums: Life on the Pickle Farm” offers sugges-
tions to help your kids enjoy writing while having fun keeping a 
journal this school year. Check out her ideas.
 

http://www.pillsbury.com/recipes/individual-chicken-pot-pies/%208f966d2c-fe8c-4948-a788-b30f4354ee71
http://www.pillsbury.com/recipes/individual-chicken-pot-pies/%208f966d2c-fe8c-4948-a788-b30f4354ee71
http://www.spoonful.com/crafts/looping-leaf-t-shirt
http://www.simplehomeschool.net/what-about-me
http://www.picklebums.com/2013/08/20/kids-and-journaling/
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Start them out enthusiastically. This is science…
this is going to be cool, and we’re all going to learn 
new stuff!

• Scientific experiments can go wrong…but 
there isn’t really a “wrong.” Everything that 
happens in the lab is a learning opportunity 
– that’s science, after all – and it’s a great 
way to exercise the logical parts of kid’s 
brains!

• Children can have misconceptions about 
science, so talking to them about their 
understanding of various topics on an 
ongoing basis is critical.

• I t ’s  important  to help them bui ld 
connections between concepts. As you 
teach them various subjects, help them 
make connections by briefly revisiting 
the old information in the new context. 
For example, meteorology relates to 
geography and astronomy, which ties in 
physics.

• Be will ing to supplement whatever 
curriculum they choose with other materials 
and even subjects! Biology is based on 
chemistry…chemistry is based on physical 
science…they are all interconnected 
and interrelated. Don’t be afraid to 
introduce concepts from other disciplines 
to help them as needed…science is about 
learning, but not necessarily learning in a 
linear fashion.

Science isn’t something to fear as a teacher, it’s an 
opportunity to be embraced. Forget the high school 
science classes you attended; homeschoolers don’t 
need to conform to that format…and they’ll be better 
off for it. Whatever option you choose, help your child 
make their science education informative, engaging 
and exciting. f

continued from page 13
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Chicken Salad

4 cups chunked chicken
1 small onion, finely chopped
2 stalks celery, diced
1 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper

Optional additions:
raisins, dried cranberries, or sliced grapes
walnuts, pecans, or almonds

Combine ingredients. Serve on buns, in pita 
pockets or soft tortillas.

I tal ian Pepperoncini Beef

2-1/2 pound beef roast
1 small jar pepperoncini peppers
1 tablespoon Italian seasoning
1 teaspoon salt

Place beef in a crockpot; add 1/2 cup water and 
pour peppers on top. Sprinkle roast with Italian 
seasoning and salt. Cook on medium heat for 

8 hours or until beef is tender. remove meat and 
shred it, then add in the peppers. Serve on buns.

Mini French Puffs

1/3 cup shortening
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg
1-1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 cup milk

Topping:
1/2 cup sugar
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
6 tablespoons butter, melted

How About You?
Do you have a recipe for a scrumptious dish that 

you would like to share with Pudge? Send an email 
with your recipe to editor@cheohome.org. Please 
put “In the Kitchen with Pudge” in the subject line. 

We look forward to hearing from you!
 

Abby lives with her family on a beautiful farm in 
central Ohio and enjoys cooking in her spare 
time. Her faithful canine companion, Pudge, 
always keeps her company in the kitchen and 
lives to sample each new culinary creation. 

In the Kitchen 
   withPudge
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Cream together shortening and sugar. Beat in 
egg. Combine flour, baking powder, salt, and 
nutmeg. Stir flour mixture, alternating with milk, 
into shortening mixture. Fill greased miniature 
muffin cups two-thirds full with batter. Bake at 350° 
for 20-25 minutes or until a toothpick comes out 
clean. Combine sugar and cinnamon in a bowl. 
Remove hot puffs from muffin pan; immediately 
roll in butter, then in cinnamon sugar. Serve warm. 
Note: Batter can be used for twelve regular-size 
muffin cups; bake for 15-20 minutes.

Pita Pockets

1 tablespoon yeast
1 tablespoon honey
2-1/2 cups warm water (110°)
1-1/2 teaspoons salt
1 tablespoon oil
6-7 cups flour

In a glass or plastic bowl, dissolve yeast and 
honey in water. Let it sit for 10 minutes. Add salt 
and oil. Gradually stir in flour until dough can be 
handled. On a floured surface, knead dough until 
it feels elastic. Let rise in a greased bowl until 
doubled, about one hour. Punch dough down 

and divide into 14-16 pieces. Roll each piece out 
into a circle about 1/4-inch thick. Place on greased 
cookie sheets and allow to rest for 30-45 minutes. 
Heat oven to 450°. Just before baking, turn the 
pitas over. Bake 8-10 minutes, switching position 
of cookie sheets halfway through. The pitas should 
be puffed in the middle and only slightly browned. 
To serve, slice pitas in half and fill each pocket with 
sandwich ingredients or use as taco shells or as 
crusts for individual pizzas.

Flourless Cookies of 
Peanut-Buttery Goodness

1/2 cup butter
1 cup crunchy peanut butter
1 cup brown sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon baking soda
3/4 teaspoon salt
3-1/3 cup quick oats
2 cups chocolate chips or butterscotch chips

Combine butter, peanut butter, and brown sugar. 
Stir in eggs. Gradually add oats, baking soda, and 
salt. Stir in chocolate or butterscotch chips. bake 
at 375° for 10-11 minutes. Cool on wire racks. f
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Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

Collect Box Tops 
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands 
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from 
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission 
of box tops is November 15, 2013. box tops can be mailed to 
the CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shop-
ping or recycling ink cartridges at 
your favorite office store. Use the 
following Reward Numbers. If you 
forget the number, then use our phone 
number to have the rewards Points  
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank 
you for sharing with us!

Staples:  4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658

Rewards
card

I homeschooled my three children for 
12 years (one with special needs) and 
now that they are grown I work full time  
tutoring children with reading problems 
and helping homeschooling parents set up 
curriculum.

You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or 
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City 
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or 
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.

I will also include (if you desire) a 
free informal reading  
evaluation for any of 
your children if you 
schedule it during your 
portfolio assessment.

Seminar topics and  
workshop titles are 

available on the 
website.

Member of 
HSLDA, CHEO 

and Home on the 
Rock (local 

support 
group)

http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=104&Itemid=157
http://www.thereadingdocinc.com
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http://www.cheohome.org
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by Rodger Williams

Christian father, why does your family educate 
your own children? If you do not have the reasons 
firmly established in your mind, then when the hard 
times come -- and they will -- you will be unprepared 
to weather the storms.

One reason we make the sacrifice to educate our 
own children is for the better education they get 
with individual instruction. Even when it appears 
that chaos reigns, our children end up being able to 
think better because of their increased meaningful 
interaction with parents and others who are not 
their same-aged peers. The strengths of home 
education end up outweighing any inefficiency. And 
our children are the better for it.

but there is a much more important result that a 
Christian father should want for his children: We 
want them to be God’s people, loving the Lord and 
obeying Him throughout their lives. Home-based 
discipleship should be the ultimate reason we 
educate at home.

If you are like me, you feel very insecure in this 
area. We do not put the time in with our children 
that we want to. All of us are caught in the undertow 
of life’s responsibilities and events. We do what 
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we can to disciple our children, but it seems 
so meager. And there is always the nagging 
realization that some other fathers are much more 
organized about encouraging their children in the  
Christian faith.

But God is gracious to us and uses the home 
education environment to make up for many of our 
deficiencies. For one thing, we do not constantly 
have to counter anti-Christian influences that 
many other families face. The osmosis of our 
Christian faith has a chance to take up some of 
the slack as our children spend time with their 
Christian mother and siblings rather than in a 
godless-by-design classroom. And your personal 
example, such as reading your Bible at night, 
somehow counts for more.

That does not mean that we just go on autopilot, 
depending on home education by itself to disciple 
our children. We need to give deliberate attention 
to guiding our children in their walk with the Lord, 
thinking about how we can do a better job of it. 
Teaching our own children at home gives us a 
unique opportunity to carry out that home-based 
discipleship.

So, this is what is really at stake: The home-
based Christian discipleship of our children.

What can interfere with that purpose of 
disciplining our children at home? The first thing 
is the stress it brings onto your wife. The mothers 
bear the burden in most homeschools. So when 
she is frustrated, tired or discouraged, you need 
to be there to support her. She is on the front 
line daily, and she needs your encouragement 
and intervention when necessary. I know you 
are drained when you get home from work. But 
you need to reserve some energy for lifting up 
your wife when she needs you. This is a duty 
you need to take seriously. be aware of your 
responsibilities in this support and leadership 
role as a husband and father, and determine in 
your own mind to do what is necessary to help 
your wife keep going in the face of the inevitable 
adversities of home education. We can’t afford to 
fail our families at this point; we have too much 
riding on the outcome.

Another area that interferes with the home-
based discipleship of our children is money. 
Home education costs money, not only in direct 

expenses but more forcefully in lost income. None 
of us go into this blindly. We know we will have a 
lower standard of living than a two-income family. 
But the recurring problem is this: The father gets 
tired of paying for curriculum and educational 
activities. And there is this convenient local public 
school program designed for homeschoolers. 
Everything is free there.

But public school at home has the same agenda 
as public school in the school building: It is godless 
by design. Neutrality of curriculum is a myth. Your 
children will be taught that God is not relevant to 
their education. They will be tested on materials 
increasingly more designed to further the public 
school social re-engineering goals.

Your wife cannot catch and counteract everything 
they throw at your children. She just does not have 
time to teach two different curriculums: the slanted 
materials they will be tested on by the public school 
program and the counter-balancing truths they need 
to absorb to become disciples of Christ.

You can save some money in this way, but it will 
destroy your purpose of home-based discipleship. 
The irony is that the money you save is on the 
minor part, which is curriculum and activities. The 
bulk of your home education money investment is 
the lost income of a second wage earner. So you 
are trading your major benefit for a lesser savings. 
It is a poor bargain.

Better to economize on curriculum and activities 
while building up your children in their Christian 
faith, than be reduced to servitude to the public 
school.

All of this goes back to the foundational question: 
Why do you educate your own children? For a 
Christian father, the right answer is home-based 
discipleship. That is the driving force why we 
make the sacrifices we do. That is what we need 
to focus on. That, in the end, will be what makes 
it all worthwhile: knowing that we have helped our 
children to love the Lord and to obey His call on 
their lives.

may God help us to faithfully carry out our duty 
as Christian fathers! f

Copyright 2005 Rodger Williams. Verbatim copying and 
distribution of this entire article is permitted in any medium, 
provided this notice is preserved. Reprinted with permission.
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