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by Sheila Campbell

As I look back on our school days, some of 
my fondest memories are of warm afternoons 
spent on our large shaded porch reading aloud, 
transported by our imaginations into faraway 
lands or backward in time. Other treasured 
memories include early morning nature walks 
down dusty farm roads armed with notebooks 
and pencils to attempt to capture on paper the 
wonders found all around when we paused 
long enough to look. Even those quiet mornings 
when everyone was busy with lessons hold a 
special place in my heart.

However, all of the special times during 
which we slowed down and lived heartily in the 

Continues on page 49

moment, the days that were empty of scheduled 
activities and planned events, the days that were 
not overcrowded with more to do than we could 
possibly accomplish—those days did not just 
happen by chance. They were carved out with 
care; they were carefully guarded and defended 
against a fast-paced world that could send us 
whirling through our days without pause.

My children still enjoyed field trips, drama, and 
co-op classes, but we had to choose our activities 
carefully and say “no” often. Many times it was 
very difficult to choose between several good 
activities, classes, and lessons, and there were 
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by Hal and Melanie Young

Bickering and arguing can drive you crazy, can’t it? 
Yet our children usually learn to deal with conflict from 
us. When two sinners marry, sure, there are going to 
be times they disagree. It seems like our enemy works 
overtime, though, to bring conflict into homeschooling 
marriages. Our family missions are so likely to play havoc 
with his plans for the next generation that perhaps we 
get a little extra attention! Michael Smith of Home School 
Legal Defense Association confirmed this when he told 
us recently that he and his staff are hearing from more 
and more serious, committed, Christian, homeschooling 
families whose marriages are struggling.

It doesn’t have to be this way, though. We’ve learned 
that a lasting marriage isn’t one without conflict, but one 
where conflicts are resolved in a way that strengthens our 
bond. We’ve agreed on some principles of disagreement 
(odd as it sounds) which help this happen. It’s a great 

photo credit: Ramzi Hashisho
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life skill for our children to learn, too... because these 
principles apply to all our relationships.

DEFUSE THE NUCLEAR OPTION
What’s the worst thing that can happen to a marriage? 

Short of homicide, it’s the death of the relationship. As 
long as you’re willing to admit the possibility of divorce, 
you allow doubt (not trust) to develop, and you give 
even small disagreements an explosive power. Instead 
of living in openness and vulnerability, we stockpile our 
weapons and build defenses.

We all know divorce is destructive. It doesn’t free 
the angry spouses; it binds them up with a family court 
judge, often for decades. Instead of just breaking a 
friendship, it’s like tearing flesh. 

If marriage is a picture of Christ and the church, and 
He promises never to leave or forsake us, then how 
can we live out that example while toying with this 
idea of leaving each other? And still, some people 
use the threat as a weapon or escape hatch, instead 
of working their differences out.

We have a dear friend, who was divorced before 
she knew Christ, and even though she is remarried 
to a Christian, she is tempted to leave every time they 
argue; sometimes they both threaten it. From time to 
time she calls, sure that this time it’s over. Melanie 
always counters, “So, what biblical grounds do you 
have for divorce?” There never are. “Well then,” she 
reminds her, “you guys have to get over it.” Friendships 
are built on trust, and if you always have the exit in 
mind, one foot out the door, it will be hard to stay 
motivated and mend the breaks that occur.

It’s crucial, then, that you start with a commitment to 
preserving the relationship. When we got married, for 
example, we agreed at the very start that divorce was 
not an option. After all, we were both Christians, we 
understood the commitment, and any sin that came up 
was just reason for repentance. Believing this up front 
changes the whole nature of conflict in a marriage, and 
it takes the “nuclear option” off the table.

And it’s worth remembering that God commands 
us to love one another. If it’s commanded, then it’s 
a decision and an action, not a feeling. Why would 
Christians say, “We’ve grown apart” or “We don’t love 
each other,” as if that were an excuse – rather than a 
symptom? If you don’t love the one you wed, then you 
need to repent and go do it. God will give strength to 
fulfill His commands! Remember what it took to build 
the relationship to start with: start making time for one 

another, sharing activities, talking, and working together. 
We saw a bumper sticker once which said, “If you leave 

me, I’m coming too.” When you take the nuclear option 
off the table, it means you are going to have to work it 
out. That knowledge gives you the motivation to fight fair.

DON’T GO TO BED ANGRY 
Many people have never seen a healthy disagreement. 

If you grew up in a broken home, or even just a family 
that fought ugly, you may have no idea how to resolve 
conflict without damage. What we discovered is that 
when one of you wins, you both lose. Either you both 
win, or you both lose. To keep it healthy, you’ve got to 
keep the drama out. Don’t call names and don’t resurrect 
dead issues. Constantly reassure each other of your love 
and respect, and always work towards reconciliation.

We’ve adopted Ephesians 4:26 for our whole family. 
Paul says, “Do not let the sun go down on your anger, ” 
so if we’re mad, we don’t hide, we work it out. Sooner or 
later we’re going to have to apologize and eat our hurtful 
words, and they taste a lot better when they’re fresh!

There’s a lot of wisdom in that passage. The longer we 
sit and think about our anger, the more bitterness grows. 
On the other hand, if we work it out and forgive each 
other immediately, problems don’t get big and dramatic. 
We never have a chance to brood over it. 

Now this isn’t very convenient. There are times we 
have sat up talking until all hours when we really needed 
sleep, but our relationship is more important than rest, 
more important than being fresh for work, more important 
than anything short of our relationship with God – and 
He wants us to work it out, too. 

SILENCE ISN’T GOLDEN
You can’t address things you don’t know about, though. 

Melanie has found Hal is no good at reading her mind. 
Hal realizes he may not be thinking what Melanie thinks 
he’s thinking. So it’s not fair for each of us to get mad 
at the other, then grow madder still because the other 
doesn’t get it. We’ve got to keep talking.

Anyone who knows us would laugh at the thought 
that either of us is even capable of the silent treatment 
– whether we’re happy or mad! But really, we sulk, too. 
The solution is to tell your love why – at the right time, in 
private, with respect, but as soon as possible. How can 
they repent if they don’t know they’ve sinned? Or how 

Continues on page 48
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Justin Julian Allen
Justin Allen was born on June 22, 1995. He has 

been homeschooled all his life and looks forward 
to life’s next chapter. Justin is planning to attend 
Bethel College in Mishawaka, Indiana where he 
will major in Business Administration. He hopes 
to one day own a very successful business where 
he can serve people as he serves God. Justin is 
a very active member of his church and loves the 
Lord with all his heart.

Blake Daniel Beachy
Blake is the oldest of our eight sons and a 

great role model and friend to his brothers. He is 
easygoing, hardworking and loves sports. He is 
involved in youth group and has enjoyed playing 
sports for a local Christian school. His trips to 
Bethel Camp and different mission projects have 
strengthened his faith and have given him some 
of his favorite memories. After graduation Blake 
plans to work and attend college.

Jeremy Eli Beachy
Jeremy loves playing the banjo and guitar. 

He excels in math, science and computer 
technologies. You might find Jeremy feeding 
his ducks, playing chess, swimming or chatting 
with friends. He also works at a retirement home 
blessing the elderly residents. We are proud to 
say that he is kind, strong, brave and wise in God’s 
Word. Jeremy plans to study computer systems 
at DeVry University, where he is a Columbus 
Achievement scholarship recipient.

Robyn Joy Beachy
Robyn has a passion for singing and missions. 

Following graduation, she plans to attend REACH 
which is a 12 month missions experience for young 
adults. The first three months of REACH consists 
of discipleship and mission training, and then six 
months of cross cultural outreach. Her top three 
choices of destination are Greece, Kenya and 
Romania, one of which will be chosen for her. 
Robyn loves Jesus and is much loved by her family.

Taylor Mackenzie Breeckner
Taylor has been homeschooled since the second 

grade. She has been the proud owner of her own 
chocolate business called “Taylor Treats” since 
she was 13 years old. While completing her 
homeschooling & running her own business she 
has still found time to be a part of her church signing 
ministry and is the Ohio Air National Guard 2012 
Family Volunteer of the year. She trusts the Lord 
with the future as He uses her gifts.

Kayla Michelle Brown
Homeschooled her entire life, Kayla enjoys 

learning about new things, especially history and 
finances. She has spent thirteen years in 4-H 
raising rabbits, sewing, photographing, studying 
genealogy, public speaking, in the Junior Leader 
Club, on the Junior Fair Board and in CARTEENS. 
She enjoys playing the piano, being on a swim 
team, traveling and horses. Kayla truly has a heart 
to be a beautiful young lady of the Lord. She is 
currently half done with her junior year of college 
and is working towards her BA in Accounting.
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Rachel Ashleigh Carsey
Rachel, the youngest of 5 children, is a tremendous 

blessing. She has been exclusively home educated. 
Her favorite activities are singing, playing guitar, 
sewing, cooking, drawing and spending time outdoors. 
She is an Awana leader and loves to encourage kids 
to learn and grow in Christ. Her plan is to attend the 
Word Of Life Bible Institute in New York this fall. Rachel 
is extremely excited to see what God has planned for 
her life in the future!

Erica Lynn Cherney
Erica has been home educated since birth and is the 

first of six to graduate. Erica enjoys skiing, drawing, 
knitting, reading, baking and working with animals. 
She has been a joy to teach and watch develop 
into a wonderful young woman of God! She enjoys 
spending time volunteering in the church nursery, a 
local food bank, sound ministry, outreach ministry and 
homeschool ministry. Erica is fully trusting in the Lord 
to direct her path for the future.

Katherine Bethany Claggett
Katie is our first Claggett High School graduate, 

completing all 13 years. She has been a diligent 
student! She loves reading and art has been a daily 
activity since preschool. She works in the toddler 
programs at church and sings in the youth choirs. She 
plans to attend a Christian college in the fall, but is still 
seeking God’s will concerning a college and major. 
She is willing to follow Him wherever His will leads her.

Moriah Hope-Hadiyah Clark
Moriah is a blessing to all who know her. She has 

served in a number of volunteer settings, including 
the Ronald McDonald House, Special Olympics, the 
library and local churches. She is working on publishing 
a collection of recipes, which should be done this 
summer, and also hopes to open an online Etsy store 
in the near future. She looks forward to following the 
Lord in the next steps of her adventure of life.

Morgan Rachel Cody
A message from Morgan: 

In February 1995, I was born to amazing parents. 
While I was still young, they decided to homeschool. 
It began with the idea that they could give me a better 
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education, but our experience became much 
more. It changed from statistics and proof of 
success to a conviction that this was a journey 
the Lord called them to take. This decision is the 
best thing they ever did for me. I will always be 
grateful for it.

Joel William Coumos
Joel Coumos is the eighth of ten children. He 

has been active in 4-H for ten years and has 
raised rabbits, ducks and chickens. This year he 
is raising hogs. Joel has worked at a produce 
farm for the last four years. He is active in church, 
helping to prepare and serve food at his church’s 
weekly community outreach dinner. Joel is an 
avid runner and has competed in 5k races, 2 
half marathons and last fall completed his first 
full marathon. He also enjoys archery and deer 
hunting. Joel has a great sense of humor and 
keeps things interesting around the house. He 
plans to work for a year before attending college 
to study engineering. Joel is a blessing to his 
family and they are very proud of him.

Andrew Janssen Creath
Andrew has been homeschooled his entire life. 

He greatly enjoys attending the weekly men’s 
Bible Study with his dad. He is an active member 
of our Youth Ministry and serves as an usher on 
Sunday mornings. He is also active in a local 
archery club and has had many opportunities to 
share his faith. Andrew has taken piano lessons 
for almost ten years and is also taking guitar 
lessons. He has participated in the NCFCA for 
three years and has competed in Team Policy 
and Lincoln-Douglas debate. He has had the 
opportunity to travel and study in Scotland, dig for 
dinosaur fossils in Montana, and help lead VBS in 
Canada. Andrew is seeking God’s guidance and 
direction for his future plans. He has been such 
a blessing to our family and sincerely seeks to 
be a godly young man. We thank God for him.

Cynthia Dove
A message from Cynthia:

I am so excited to be graduating! The Lord has 
blessed me with many opportunities these past 

couple of years. I have a job at COSI (the Center of 
Science and Industry) and I love it there. I started 
taking classes at Central Ohio Technical College in 
my junior year, and it’s been a great experience. I’ve 
grown closer to my family and my friends - I can’t wait 
to see what God has in store for me in the future!

Lorrel A. Evans
Lorrel Evans’ various interests include writing, 

photography and music. She is currently enrolled at 
Verity Institute, and is working to go on a missions 
trip next summer through Hope Corp. Recently; she 
recorded her first project as an acoustic guitarist 
for a recording artist from Indiana. Her picture was 
also featured on the front cover of the book titled My 
Hair, My Glory. Lorrel has big dreams and knows 
that with God all things are possible!

Hope D. Gill
A message from Hope:

I am the oldest of 9 children. This past spring I 
went on my first mission trip to Kenya to share the 
Gospel, and to minister to and teach orphans. It 
was a life-changing experience! This fall I plan on 
pursuing a degree in the field of education, but I 
am still undecided as to which college I will attend.

Abigail Eileen Gilliland
Abby shines with the light of Jesus wherever she 

goes. Interested in piano, sign language, drama, 
and volunteering at a crisis pregnancy center, she 
hopes to use the skills she has gained through 
these experiences to build Christ’s kingdom. Writing 
is one of Abby’s strengths. She has a heart for 
discipleship, and leads a Bible study for young girls. 
This fall she is eager to begin her college education 
online with a major in Christian counseling.

Brandon Michael Gingerich
Brandon has been homeschooled from 

Kindergarten through 12th grade. Some of his 
hobbies include making his own movies, reading, 
playing volleyball, hunting and riding a unicycle. He 
has enjoyed helping with the local city Kid’s Club 
and also being a part of the church youth group. 
As a growing Christian, his desire is to follow Christ 
and serve where he is called. His short term plans 
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Spencer Allen Jones
Spencer A. Jones is seventeen and the son of 

David and Ruth Jones of Stow. He is graduating 
with honors. He currently works at Chick-fil-A® and 
co-owns a small business with his brother, Tyler. He 
mostly enjoys running, fishing, basketball, baseball, 
biking and NASCAR. He plans to attend college in 
the future. Spencer would like to thank his parents, 
friends and family especially his mother who stayed 
with him through thick and thin.

Tiffany Hope Jones
Tiffany has a vivid imagination and helpful nature. 

She enjoys reading and creating stories. She is the 
author of The Adventures of the Agent TJ Saving 
the Princess and an actress in “Believe It or Not.” 
Tiffany enjoys playing the drums and creating music 
with Gary Sclafani. She is active in volunteering 
with children’s choir musicals and vacation Bible 
schools for the past four years. She also works with 
OSU Medical Teams, packing medicine and other 
supplies for mission trips to Honduras. Tiffany is 
helping with IFI International Fellowship visiting 
with OSU students from China, and elsewhere. 
She helps Worthington Sonatas raise money for 
Columbus Symphony Orchestra. Her future plans 
involve creating new stories.

Tyler David Jones
Tyler D. Jones, son of David and Ruth Jones 

of Stow, is graduating with honors. He enjoys 
basketball, baseball, NASCAR, golf, running, biking 
and football. Tyler currently works at Giant Eagle® 
and co-owns a small business with his brother, 
Spencer. In the future, he plans to attend college. 
Tyler would like to thank his parents (especially his 
mom), siblings and friends for his first wonderful 
eighteen years of life.

Amy Leigh Keegel
Amy is an accomplished pianist. She enjoys 

raising and training horses for both riding and 
driving. She enjoys anything that has to do with 
self-sustaining farming, baking bread, making 
cheese, yogurt, growing small crops, and raising 
chickens. Amy has had the privilege of going on 
several mission trips; she has been to Puerto Rico, 

are to work in the carpentry trade; longer term, he 
has interest in design and possibly engineering. His 
quick wit and great sense of humor have added lots 
of laughter to our home. Blessings to you, Brandon!

Tim Grant Hatzidakis
Tim Hatzidakis loves the Lord and is striving 

to honor and serve Christ and his family. As the 
second oldest of five children in his family, Tim 
has a passion to share his faith with others and 
does so in the community. Currently he is working 
two jobs to save for a car and the future. His plans 
this summer are attending Worldview Academy 
and putting himself through pre-calculus. After 
graduation he will be joining the Navy.

Jordan Garrett Hopkins
Jordan is the middle child of three. He loves 

God and is a devoted Christian who is actively 
involved in his church. He has been a volunteer 
with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes since his 
freshman year of high school. He enjoys creating 
and listening to music in his spare time. Jordan 
plans to attend Bethel College where he will major 
in Communications.

Jonathan William Hort
Jonathan has been a great son to homeschool. 

He has had multiple hip surgeries and during his 
recoveries he would keep pushing through his 
school work. Jonathan loves guns and has a large 
gun collection. Jonathan also loves taking care of 
and upgrading his car. Jonathan’s lifelong dream 
has been to be a Marine, so he will be pursuing a 
career in the Marine Corp after graduation.

Lauryn Rose Hubbard
Lauryn came into our lives kicking and screaming 

and has been a bundle of energy, even a little 
stubborn at times. Her energy and compassion will 
make her a great leader. Lauryn loves to be on the 
go, sitting still has never been high on her priority 
list, making her a natural soccer player and track 
athlete. Lauryn’s ambition is to continue her college 
education by preparing for a career with special 
needs children or gynecology. More than anything, 
she desires to be a wife and mommy.
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Liberia, and has just returned from Nicaragua. Amy 
hopes to continue in horse training and serving 
Christ wherever He may lead.

Genesis Lyn Laubenthal
Genesis is our firstborn daughter and an identical 

twin. She is a gifted singer/songwriter, musician and 
dancer. She enjoys gardening, photography and 
the outdoors. Genesis is a very passionate young 
lady whose Biblical convictions ring clear in all she 
does. She looks forward to this next season of her 
life, living “joyfully at home,” until (Lord Willing) she 
has a family of her own.

Sydney Lane Laubenthal
Sydney, sharing the same gifts as her twin sister, 

has a heart for God and a great love for His Word. 
She can often be found (along with her sister) 
singing worship songs in a hospital or nursing 
home or ministering to a sick family member or 
friend. Sydney loves to spend time with the elderly, 
listening to their stories and gleaning from them. 
She equally loves babies and hopes to have many 
of her own someday. She is content to serve her 
family as she patiently waits for the Lord’s plan for 
her life to unfold.

Clement Andrew Metzger
Clem is our firstborn and has been homeschooled 

since 4th grade. He thanks his parents for educating 
him at home. Clem is calm and caring. He enjoys 
wiring, mechanics, learning music and being 
involved at church. After graduation, Clem plans 
to volunteer with a Christian ministry for a few 
months. He then plans to work on the family farm 
while keeping his heart open to further direction 
from the Lord. We have been truly blessed!

Sara Elizabeth Peterson
Sara has always attended the Peterson’s Mustard 

Seed Academy. Sara is an accomplished artist, 
having received numerous awards for her drawings. 
She attended AWANA Club for seven years and 
received the Timothy Award for memorization. She 
has volunteered at Pegasus Farm & Therapeutic 
Center for over four years, logging in over 1,500 
volunteer hours. Sara will follow her love of horses 
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this fall as she pursues a Farrier degree at Meredith 
Manor in West Virginia.

Timothy Allen Pontius II
A message from Timothy: 

Out of a desire for more challenging and 
moral course work, I began to do video school 
in tenth grade through A Beka Academy. I enjoy 
photography, bicycling, and music. At Mission 
Baptist Temple in Stow, I am a member of the choir, 
teach junior church, play special music, and preach 
on occasion. I plan to attend Commonwealth Baptist 
College in Lexington, Kentucky, to prepare to be a 
missionary to wherever God directs me.

Emma Elizabeth Rice
Emma Rice holds a Black Belt in martial arts, 

received a gold Presidential Service Award, earned 
two God in Country Awards, participated in several 
mission trips, won multiple blue ribbons for sewing 
in 4H, and received the highest honor of Stars & 
Stripes from the American Heritage Girls. Emma is 
only the 70th recipient of this prestigious award. Most 
importantly, Emma is a beautiful Christian woman 
who demonstrates godly character to those around 
her. She is currently attending Lakeland Community 
College, pursuing a degree in Graphic Design.

Heavan Charna Rice
Heavan Rice is a sports advocate and has been 

playing basketball since the age of five. Heavan 
has been homeschooled her entire life. She has 
always been a very quick learner with eyes and 
ears sensitively attuned to detail. Heavan is service 
oriented, hardworking and a valued leader in her 
community. Heavan plans to learn throughout her 
entire life and hopes to pursue her dream of playing 
basketball professionally upon graduating.

Sarah Christine Rylander
Homeschooled for thirteen years, Sarah has 

always loved animals. She has played piano for 
thirteen years and has danced for twelve years. 
She works at Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library. 
Sarah intends to pursue animal rehabilitation as her 
major and piano as her minor. She loves reading 
and being outside.
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Lauren Kathryn Scott
Lauren is an outgoing girl who surrounds herself 

with people and animals! She has a strong faith 
in Christ and a heart for sharing the Gospel. She 
hopes to do missions someday in Africa where 
she can fulfill both her loves - meeting new 
people and seeing the beautiful African animals. 
Her compassionate spirit leads her to volunteer 
with the local Somali population, international 
students at OSU and at CHA animal shelter. 
After graduation, she will pursue a career as a 
veterinary technician.

Emily Anne Speegle
Emily serves her church, helping leaders assist 

their students and hopes to serve the Junior High 
students after graduation. Her ministry work 
included Rahab and First Glance Ministries and 
she took mission trips to Chicago, West Virginia 
and inner city Akron. She enjoys guitar lessons. 
She was challenged to be a part of the World 
Vision 30 Hour Famine. Homeschooled from 
kindergarten through her senior year, she is 
trusting the Lord with her future plans.

Emily Anne Stewart
Emily is such a blessing to our family and loves 

the Lord. She enjoys memorizing Scripture, 
photography and shooting with her dad. Emily 
plays guitar, mandolin and bass for church. She 
has ministered at nursing homes. She participated 
in the National Bible Bee and assists regularly 
with children’s church. Emily works part time as a 
nanny and loves kids. She would like to become 
a full-time nanny and is seeking the Lord’s will for 
further direction in her life. 

Lindsay Ann Strickler
Lindsay has been home educated for the past 

8 years. She has appreciated the opportunity to 
excel academically and to spend time making 
memories with her family. Horseback riding and 
physical education classes are two of her favorite 
activities. She has also played piano for 7 years. 
Lindsay is interested in the health field and will 
attend college this fall.

Lisa Kathleen Thomas
Katie is as timeless, precious and priceless as a 

daughter can be. Every day we thank our Heavenly 
Father for allowing us to be her parents. She is 
treasured beyond anything one could possibly 
imagine. We’ve seen her blossom into an exquisite 
woman. There isn’t anything that she could ever do 
that would sacrifice the love we have for her. Since 
before she was born, she was wanted, she was 
blessed, and she was loved. Our love for her has 
only grown and strengthened through the years. 
We write this letter to honor our Lord as HE has 
entrusted us to be her parents. We know that she 
will make mistakes, but we hope she will live her 
new independent life happy and pleasing to her 
Heavenly Father.

We Love You,
Daddy and Mom
Proverbs 3:5-6

Lauren Ruth Thompson
A message from Lauren: 

I want to give God the glory for bringing me to this 
day. Even though I was born nearly 3 1/2 months 
premature, weighed only 1 pound 4 1/2 ounces, 
and was not diagnosed with a promising future, He 
has watched over me. I have had the privilege of 
being homeschooled my whole life along with all of 
my siblings. I’m so happy that my entire family can 
share this wonderful achievement with me.

Amy Elizabeth Wakefield
A message from Amy:

I was born in Nebraska, though at the time, my 
parents lived in Wisconsin. They had to travel to 
get me for a very special reason... my birthmother 
chose life for me and a couple days after I was born, 
I was placed into the arms of my parents, Derrill 
and Ann. I have lived in Ohio for most of my life 
and have been homeschooled from the beginning. 
I enjoy, among other things, music, photography 
and babysitting. I have ideas about my future, but 
I am trusting God to direct my path.
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Corby Aiden Wolfe
Aiden enjoys raising Boer goats and Labrador 

Retrievers on his family farm. He is an accomplished 
showman, winning Showman of Showman honors. 
Aiden enjoys hunting, fishing and the great outdoors. 
He plans to attend Hocking College, pursuing a degree 
in Interactive Multimedia and Video Production. To God 
be the glory! 

James Abraham Young, IV
Abraham is a blessing and an invaluable part of his 

large family. He has a very good sense of humor and 
wit, as well as, a very caring heart. He has followed 
his desires to explore different interests including 
guitar, skateboarding, learning about business 
entrepreneurship and engineering as well as mentoring 
an engineering intern through a position at Excel 
Controls, Inc. He will be seeking a degree in Computer 
Science with a focus on Computer Programming and 
Graphic Design.
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by Laura Hambrick 

Like a dr ink of water and cheers of 
encouragement to a weary marathon runner, 
CHEO Convention in Akron brought refreshment 
and renewed hope for home educators in the 
state of Ohio.

Keynote Speaker, Doug Phillips, of Vision 
Forum challenged us to “homeschool for the 
positive”- not merely to homeschool to protect 
our children from the influences of the world. 
We are called to BE the influencers to the world! 
He reminded us of the importance of having a 
godly vision of where we are going, to focus 
on relationship with our families, and to do the 
“desert island test”... if all we had on a desert 
island was a Bible, how would we live?

The Economides, the “Money Smart Family,” 
were also keynote speakers. They assured us 
that we can be “normal” and still succeed at 
getting our financial ducks in a row, as well as 
teaching our kids to do the same! Financial 
tools have rules and if used according to the 

rules, ‘the tools will provide jewels.’ One of their 
books (I know I bought it!) focuses on teaching 
children to be money smart. Encouragement 
and practical application—that defines the 
Economides.

Speakers Melanie Elsey and HSLDA Attorney 
Mike Donnelly brought us up to date on what’s 
happening on the legal front in the homeschool 
world. Other seminars focused on topics from 
marksmanship & American heritage (Project 
Appleseed) to sibling squabbles (Character 
Corner). Behind every speaker, every seminar 
and every booth was the Lord’s pat on the back 
and encouragement: “You can DO this!! Here 
are some new ideas! You’re doing well! If you 
need to tweak a few things, do that, but keep 
running! KEEP GOING!! You’re running a Good 
race!” Never have I come home from a CHEO 
Convention without feeling like God had met 
me and encouraged me in a very personal way. 

Plan NOW to attend next year’s convention—
unless you DON’T WANT to be encouraged, 
refreshed and renewed! I know what my choice is! 
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by Ruth Martin

According to Noah Webster’s ‘1828 Dictionary 
of the English Language, humility is defined the 
following way:

1. “In ethics, freedom from pride and arrogance; 
humbleness of mind; a modest estimate of one’s 
own worth. In theology, humility consists in 
lowliness of mind; a deep sense of one’s own 
unworthiness in the sight of God, self-abasement, 
penitence for sin, and submission to the divine 
will. Before honor is humility. Prov.15. Serving 
the Lord with all humility of mind. Acts 20”

Humility is the attitude we are to have before 
honor and the mind-set we are to have in 
serving the Lord. What does this have to do with 
homeschooling?

Homeschooling has come a long way in the 
years since it was legalized. The first generation of 
homeschoolers has grown up, gone on to college, 
life and beyond. Many of them are married, 
have their own children and are beginning to 
homeschool the next generation. Homeschooling 
has proven itself as a viable educational and life 
choice. We’ve turned out a good crop, we’ve made 
some people think, we’ve ruffled a few feathers 

Homeschool
Humility
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and we’ve paved the way for the future. We’re 
had others look at us and make the decision 
to homeschool based on what they see in 
us – what they see in our families, what they 
see in our children. This is GREAT! BUT…we 
have developed a few attitudes along the way. 
We’ve acquired some blind spots. Herein lies 
the reason for this article. It’s a touchy subject, 
but somebody’s got to tackle it. 

Homeschoolers have evolved into an elitist 
society. We have an attitude problem. What I 
see happening more and more is a pride that 
isn’t pretty. All parents want their kids to do well. 
We have as a goal the success of our children. 
We’re all proud of their accomplishments. 
Along the way, we’ve picked up an arrogance 
that is hurting more than helping the progress 
we’ve made socially as homeschoolers. What 
I hear more and more are complaints against 
homeschoolers – from “other schoolers”, from 
churches, from pastors, from neighbors. These 
complaints encompass one issue: our arrogance, 
a haughty attitude. But, the complaints fall into 
basically three categories: (1) the homeschool/
traditional school issue, (2) homeschool kids 
who are full of themselves, and (3) the idea that 
homeschooling or using a particular method or 
curriculum is better or more spiritual than any 
other choice and, therefore, the ONLY way to 
educate children. We’ll tackle each of these 
areas.

Issue #1: The Home School vs. 
Traditional School Choice

It’s not a sin to be proud of what you do – the 
healthy kind of pride that is given as a “well-
pleased” sort of attitude. God, the Father, had 
that attitude toward His Son, Jesus, when He 
said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” (Luke 3:22) This example shows 
us that we can be satisfied with what we’re 
doing with our own children. We can be content 
with the decision we’ve made. But, when we 
take this pride and turn it into the “you must be 
the weaker brother” sort of attitude, our public 
and private school counterparts take issue 

with us. And with good reason... school choice 
is between the parents and God. Period! It is not 
our place to convince anybody to homeschool. 
You, as homeschoolers, know the commitment. 
You know the sacrifices. You also know the 
blessings. However, that choice is not yours or 
mine to make for anyone else. In all my years as 
an educational consultant, I’ve never told anybody 
that they have to homeschool. I have told them to 
pray about it. I have told them that their decision 
should be based on the Lord’s leading, not on 
their feelings. I have told them to count the costs. 
I have told them about the benefits and the down-
side. But, I’ve never told anybody they had to do 
it. It’s not MY decision. Many of these people are 
sitting in our churches right beside us. They may 
even be struggling with their decisions about the 
education of their children. But, our haughtiness 
and, many times, our comments aren’t helping 
them to examine their choices. Quite often they 
associate a negative attitude with homeschoolers. 
Is that really what we want to portray?? We’ve 
worked too hard in our quest for legitimacy to have 
our brothers and sisters in Christ upset with us 
because of our attitude toward “other” schoolers. 
We are to “do good to all men, especially to those 
of the household of faith.” (Gal. 6:10) Scripture 
also exhorts us to examine ourselves. What’s 
your attitude? Are you giving homeschooling a 
good report or are you leaving a bad taste in other 
peoples’ mouths?? Again, this is a touchy subject. 
Both sides are sensitive. Are you doing your part 
to mend bridges? Or are you blowing them up?? 
Homeschooling is a great choice and, I believe, 
the best choice. But…it’s not for everybody! 

Issue # 2: Homeschool Brats

I tried and tried to find another word. I sat at 
my computer and laughed at myself as I typed 
the word “brat.” There just isn’t any other way to 
say it. We all know that homeschooling is a great 
way to individualize for educational strengths 
and weaknesses. We know that many children 
who might have struggled in a traditional setting 
thrive in a homeschool. We know that children 
who spend time with adults are very comfortable 
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attitude toward them. No matter how much spiritual 
and scriptural wisdom you teach your kids, if you 
don’t teach them humility, you’ve missed the point. 
That’s one of those down-sides to homeschooling: 
it’s YOUR responsibility! Teach your children how to 
handle themselves when they hear something they 
think is wrong. They don’t get to correct the teacher. 
They might try asking, “I heard it another way. Could 
that be possible? Another possibility might be to ask 
the adult later after the group time – with the right 
attitude. Diplomacy, diplomacy, diplomacy, respect, 
respect, respect, honor, honor, honor, discipline, 
discipline, discipline!! Think about it.

conversing with adults. However, what is being 
noticed more and more by grandparents, family 
members, church workers, day care workers, and 
traditional school teachers is a really bad attitude 
among some homeschooling children. There’s a 
fine line to walk. We want to encourage excellence 
in conversation; we want to encourage appropriate 
social skills and mature behavior. But, the result is 
often an attitude that encourages rude interruptions 
by children, inappropriate corrections by children – 
a familiarity with adults that might not be suitable. 
By this, I mean a haughtiness and disrespectful 
attitude toward adults outside the home. The other 
day an adult told me about a situation in a small 
group of young people she was teaching. As she 
was telling a Bible story about a particular time in 
the life of Joseph, one of the young people in the 
group, a homeschooler, took her paper, wadded it 
up, threw it down in disdain and said, “This isn’t the 
whole story. It’s not worth doing if it isn’t the whole 
story.” Needless to say, the adult was astounded 
with this young person’s attitude. That same day 
another person reported that in her group a young 
man, a homeschooler, interrupted her teaching 
to inform her that she’d just said a sentence 
fragment. She asked him what he meant. He 
said, “You said a fragment. That isn’t a sentence. 
You should have said a sentence.” Now, the 
lesson was interrupted; peace and train of 
thought were lost! What kinds of attitudes 
are these? Children should be taught – by 
YOU, the parents – to respect their elders. 
Scripture sets the precedence in 1 Tim 5:1. 
“Don’t rebuke an older man, but encourage 
him as you would a father.” It’s pretty clear! 
Children need to be taught proper respect 
for elders – any adult. They need to be 
instructed how to speak appropriately to 
adults. Children who are disrespectful 
as children grow up to be adults who 
are haughty in the workplace. Kids you 
don’t like to be around, grow up to be 
adults you don’t like to be around. It’s 
good that children think for themselves 
and not just accept everything that’s 
told them. They’re good at standing up 
for what they believe – and this should 
be encouraged! One of those things “we 
believe” is that children should respect 
their elders and have the appropriate 



25The Companion – July/August 2013

Issue # 3: Home School: My 
Way is Better than Your Way

Within the homeschool community, we’ve 
even developed a hierarchy of pride. It can be 
manifested by comments such as, “You’re still 
using THAT?! Well, you’ll learn.” These days 
there are SO many choices for parents to make 
when homeschooling, among these: methods, 
materials, classes, extras and on and on. 
When people ask me for advice on curriculum 
or methods, I take into account the individuals 
within the family, the life-style that family enjoys, 
the specific learning needs of the children, etc. 
I can recommend what I believe would be a 
good choice, but in the end, I can’t choose for 
them. The curriculum – be it boxed, canned, or 
eclectic – is the choice of each particular family. 
There is NO perfect curriculum. They ALL have 
flaws. Even the ones I write – and I don’t really 
want to admit that! But, the point is that nothing 
is perfect. It worked for my family – our life-style, 
my teaching style, my children’s learning styles, 
the books I had on hand when we did that study, 
etc. It might not work for everybody. I know there 
are others out there who will be able to use what 
we’ve learned, but they’ll need to modify it to fit 
their families. Each family must decide for itself 
what fits the budget, the learning and teaching 
styles of each person involved, time, level of 
interaction and numerous other factors. We’re 
not better or more spiritual than someone else 
because we do it a certain way. 

About 15 years ago the hot thing in the 
homeschooling community was milling your 
own wheat and making your own bread. I 
jumped right on that band wagon and began 
milling and baking. I was going great guns and 
my bread was pretty good! It tasted good and 
was soft and bouncy. It worked for my family. It 
was wholesome. It fit us! Several moms were 
talking one day about our recipes and methods. 
I mentioned that I added a dough enhancer 
to my recipe. One of them looked right at me 
and asked incredulously, “You’re still using 
dough enhancer??” My bread-making worth 
plummeted. I felt belittled. I sensed the scorn 
of those around me. How could I have been so 

stupid to still be using dough enhancer??? Oh, 
my goodness! How we treat each other!! What 
is your attitude toward other homeschoolers? 
Are you building up the body? Are you edifying in 
your remarks? Are you being a good witness to 
other people? Just because someone is using a 
particular curriculum doesn’t make them more or 
less spiritual then you. Your way may not be the 
best way for them. Your way is NOT the only way. 
Whether it’s dough enhancer or curriculum, each 
family should use what works for them!

Since I started home schooling in 1983, I’ve come 
in contact with an incredible range of curriculum. 
I’ve also come into contact with an increasingly 
diverse population of homeschoolers, ranging 
from the unschoolers to the highly structured, 
from extremely conservative to the ultra-liberal, 
from secular, Christian, and other ecumenical 
groups. One size doesn’t fit all! In spite of all our 
differences, we have one thing in common: We’re 
all working toward the same goal of educating our 
children, but how we reach that goal is left to the 
individual family.

So, why bother with all this? We need to do an 
attitude check on ourselves and our children. This 
arrogance problem has reached the significance 
of dividing families, dividing churches, and dividing 
homeschool support groups. I believe it’s a real 
issue. I know I’ve stepped on lots of toes and we’re 
probably going to get a lot of e-mail about this. 
My goal in this article is to get you to think and 
to encourage you to examine yourself and your 
attitude, your kids and their attitudes. This elitist 
mentality isn’t good for homeschooling. It isn’t good 
for Christians. It’s making the non-home schooling 
world look at us and, for the first time in a LONG 
time, not want to be like us. f

Ruth Martin is the mother of three children and veteran 
homeschooler. She has a Master’s Degree in learning 
disabilities and spent many years in public and private 
school classrooms, both teaching and testing children 
with learning disorders, attention deficit disorders and 
emotional disorders. Ruth is the founder of Fellowship 
of Christian Family Educators, Inc. She has helped start 
at least 20 local support groups and is presently serving 
as Support Group Coordinator for GHEA. Ruth and her 
husband, Jackie, have been homeschooling since 1984.
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By Maribeth Spangenberg

“And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he 
came to it, and found nothing thereon, but 
leaves only….” Matthew 21:19a

I am not a botanist. The only way I know 
maple trees is because God had planted 
one in our backyard, and I fell in love with 
its beautiful red, fall leaves. That is why I 
became confused when the Lord warned me 
in my spirit to beware of my homeschooling 
becoming as a “cursed fig tree”.

When a visiting pastor preached at our 
church one Wednesday night, his sermon on 
this topic caught my attention. Although it was 
directed to the ministry of missions, it spoke 
to my heart on my ministry of mothering, 
particularly the conviction to homeschool. I 
suddenly saw my children as fig trees.

The Bible gives us an account of Jesus’ 
encounter with a fig tree (Matthew 21:18-
22). Having lodged in the bordering town 
of Bethany, Jesus was returning to the city 
of Jerusalem early one morning, and He 
hungered. From a distance His eye caught 
sight of a luscious, leafy fig tree. Since 
this tree’s fruit normally grows at the same 

time as the leaves, Jesus fully expected to 
find figs hidden among the foliage. However, 
this particular tree had not produced. It was 
empty. As the visiting pastor stated, “The tree 
deceived, instead of serving.”

Homeschooling without the Lord is like that 
barren fig tree. It may produce an academically, 
intelligent adult, according to the world’s 
standards, but there will be no eternal value. 
That mother’s efforts in educating her child at 
home will be only “foliage” that will eventually 
wither and die. It may look pretty for a season, 
but will produce no lasting fruit.

Homeschooling is not an achievement that, 
when completed, we can pat ourselves on the 
back and say, “Good job!” Yes, there is a certain 
degree of self-satisfaction, but ultimately, it 
should be done for God’s glory!

The goal of home-educating should be that 
our children will produce MUCH fruit. Just 
as a fig tree requires a warm environment to 
grow, so our children need a warm, nurturing 
environment away from the world’s influence, 
while they are young and impressionable. 
Providing a good environment in the early 
years will produce deep-rooted and spiritually 
grounded adults.

Cultivating spiritual fruit in our children, we will 
be like the fig growers, who produce new trees 
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from branches cut from other fig trees. Our 
children will be our branches, a by-product 
of our own faith and a legacy that we leave 
to the world.

 In the book of Jeremiah Jesus uses “good 
figs” as a symbol of those who seek Him “For 
I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and 
I will bring them again to this land: and I will 
build them, and not pull them down; and I 
will plant them, and not pluck them up. And I 
will give them an heart to know me, that I am 
the Lord: And they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God: For they shall return unto 
me with their whole heart.” (Jeremiah 24:6-7)

Jesus has a plan for homeschooling. It is 
a conviction that He puts in the hearts of 
willing parents, who desire to raise a new 
generation of believers. In heeding the Lord’s 
admonition to “bring their children home.” 
they are producing “good figs,” which the 

Lord sets apart to build up and plant as a light 
in a perverse world. He will give their children 
a heart for the spiritual, as they become willing 
instruments in the Lord’s service.

Christian mother, make sure that your goals 
are in alignment with the Lord’s, and that your 
priorities are in agreement with His. Seek to 
produce “good figs” so that your efforts will not 
be in vain.

Prayer: Father, I pray for Your wisdom and 
guidance in my homeschooling, so that my 
children can be all that You intend them to 
be. Just as the fig’s fruit has the capability to 
produce hundreds of tiny flowers, I pray that 
my children, also, will be spiritually productive. 
Please grant my efforts Your favor, so that I do 
not produce a “barren fruit,” children with empty 
professions, but rather strong plants, useful in 
Your service. In Jesus Name, Amen. f

photo credit: Rajshekhar Ratrey
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The Well-Planned Day Homeschool 
Planner (July 2013 - June 2014) 
By: Rebecca Scarlata Keliher 

The Well-Planned Day family homeschool planner provides the tools 
you need to help keep your busy life manageable and organized! 
Updated for 2013, new features include monthly tabs, as well as a 
two-page monthly layout. The Well-Planned Day organizer features 
beautiful fonts, gorgeous design, and encouraging articles for every 
month, along with a weekly bible verse and planner elements specifi-

cally designed for the homeschool mom. Each week features room to write in assignments for 
Bible, Math, History, Science, English and two electives for up to four students, plus weekly 
priorities, a dinner menu, catechism, and weekend activities. 

Educating the Wholehearted Child Third Edition 
By: Clay Clarkson, Sally Clarkson 

A tremendous source of comfort for new and experienced 
homeschoolers. Guiding you with seasoned advice and encour-
agement, the Clarksons show you how to combine discipleship 
and education to create a God-designed program---the home-
centered, whole-book approach to lessons. Using this revised 
and expanded edition with four main sections---home, learning, 
methods, and lifestyle---your children will live and learn for Christ.

The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling Teens 
By: Debra Bell 

The Ultimate Guide to Homeschooling Teens is designed to help you 
and your teen successfully transition to the college and adult years. No 
matter what your after-homeschool plans (college or the workforce, Ivy 
League or tech school)learn how your decisions now can help down 
the road. Learn: 
• Tools for developing important critical and creative thinking skills 
• Study-smart strategies for maximizing learning potential 
• How to help your teen discern his or her gifts and calling 
• The best ways to earn college credit at home 
• Tips for preparing your junior high student for high school 

Daily Focus: A Devotional for Homeschoolers 
by Homeschoolers 
By: Janet Tatman 

Homeschoolers can become weary in their journey, and sometimes 
a bit of encouragement can make all the difference in a day, month, 
or year. Compiled from Alpha Omega’s Daily Devotionals email for 
homeschoolers, these short, uplifting chapters will warm your heart 
and provide encouragement for the day. Read real-life homeschool-
ing experiences that relate to God’s word, and be empowered to grow 
closer to the Lord with topics that deal with faithfulness, endurance, 
prayer, forgiveness, thankfulness, time management, worship, pa-
tience and more.

Click “Shop” on 
our website 
(cheohome.org) 
to find a link to

All it takes is a simple 
click and you will support 
CHEO with your purchase! 

Thank you! 

http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/


29The Companion – July/August 2013

To check out these 
family-friendly  
locations and enjoy 
E X P L O R I N G  our 

beautiful state!

(click on 
the links!)

1

4

3

2

5

1. Central: Jorgensen Farms, Westerville 
  www.jorgenson-farms.com/index.html

2. Eastern: Trumpet in the Land, New Philadelphia 
  www.trumpetintheland.com

3. Western: Carillon Historical Park, Dayton  
  www.daytonhistory.org

4. North Central: Merry-Go-Round Museum, Sandusky 
  www.merrygoroundmuseum.org

5. South Central: Hocking Hills State Park, Hocking Hills 
  www.hockinghills.com

www.jorgensen-farms.com/index.html
www.trumpetintheland.com
www.daytonhistory.org
www.merrygoroundmuseum.org
www.hockinghills.com
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By Michael P. Donnelly, Esq.,  
Director of International Relations

If the law asks for an “assurance,” does that 
mean “evidentiary and documentary proof”? 
Apparently some Ohio school officials think 
so. When one Ohio homeschooling family 
submitted a notification of intent to homeschool 
during the year, with the necessary assurances, 
they reasonably expected to receive a letter 
of excuse. Instead, however, they received a 
somewhat vague form letter stating that they 
had not supplied the necessary “homeschool 
information and assurances.”

The mother contacted the school to find out 
what was missing and was told she needed to 
submit a copy of her high school diploma for 
the school to keep on file. Ohio’s regulation 
O.A.C. 3301-34, however, is quite clear that a 
parent is to provide “assurances” for a variety 
of things, including qualifications; all of which 
the family had done in their notice of intent. 
Qualifications to homeschool in Ohio include 
graduation from high school, and the mother 
had indeed assured the school that she had, 
in fact, graduated from high school.

Positive Statements
Dictionary.com says that “assurance” 

means a “positive declaration intended 
to g ive conf idence.”  Assurances are 
positive statements (in writing) to give the 
superintendents confidence that parents 
will meet the requirements so that they can 
then, in confidence, issue letters of excuse. 
The superintendent requesting a copy of 
the mother’s homeschool diploma, however, 
wanted more than a mere “assurance” that she 
met the instructor qualification requirements—
he was looking for documentary proof. But 
that isn’t how the Ohio regulation works—nor 
should it be. 

The family knew this wasn’t right, and they 
also knew that when things like this happen 
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they reach for the phone and call HSLDA. 
They were soon in touch with HSLDA’s Ohio 
legal team—attorney Mike Donnelly and legal 
assistant Gregory Escobar.

They got the answers they were looking for 
and swift action. 

Taking Action
Donnelly wrote a letter to the school district 

explaining the homeschool law and assuring 
the school that the mother was not required to 
provide a copy of her homeschool diploma.

He requested that the superintendent promptly 
issue a letter of excuse. He did. Immediately.

“Thank you for your time and for the letter 
you sent,” the mother told HSLDA. “The school 
district sent us the letter of excuse soon after 

receiving your correspondence. We are grateful 
for HSLDA and appreciate the quick and decisive 
action.”

At HSLDA we think that parents can be trusted to 
make assurances. So does Ohio law. Sometimes 
school officials get caught up in their own world 
and rely on their own interpretation of the law. 
That is where HSLDA can help. If you encounter 
difficulties with officials interpreting the law 
different from how you think it ought to be—call 
HSLDA; we’re here to help.

Protect Your Family If you or someone you know 
is not a member of HSLDA, will you consider 
taking a moment today to join or recommend us? 
Your support for our work enables us to defend 
individual families threatened by government 
officials and protect homeschooling freedom for 
all. Join now! f

When you support Christian Home Educators of Ohio 
with your membership you’ll receive the following benefits: 

Please Print Clearly

Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Husband’s Name: __________________________ Wife’s Name: __________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ______ 
Zip: ___________________ Ohio County: _____________________________________________
Phone: ( _____) _______________________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Are you an HSLDA Member? - q Yes q No  Add me to the CHEO e-mail list - q Yes q No 
q Are you a Support Group Leader? If so, name your Support Group: _________________________
q Membership fee of $30 enclosed  
q Donation of $ _____ enclosed Please send me _____ additional CHEO brochures for my friends

Become a CHEO Member!

• $10 discount to the annual CHEO convention
• $5 discount on admission to the Creation Museum
• $8 discount on Home School Digest magazine 

• $120 discount on CollegePlus enrollment 
• $40 discount on College In A Bag (CollegePlus) 
• $20 discount on a membership with HSLDA 

Send this form, along 
with your check to:

CHEO
616 Hebron Road, Suite E
Heath, OH 43056-1444

CHEO appreciates your support as you join us in furthering 
home education in Ohio. Become a CHEO member online at  
www.cheohome.org or fill out and mail this form today!

http://www.cheohome.org


32 The Companion – July/August 2013

HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535

Make Learning Easier This Year!

For use with teenagers, adolescents, 
and young children.

Dianne Craft, is the president of Child Diagnostics, Inc., Denver, CO

www.diannecraft.org

A 2-hour parent training
program that brings real results.

Learn to teach your child/teenager
how to store information in
his/her strong, right brain

for permanent storage. 

“Teaching the Right Brain Child” DVD
by Dianne Craft, MA, CNHP

Train Your Child’s Photographic Memory
and

    Spelling         Right Brain Phonics         Sight Word Strategy
    Reading Comprehension Strategy         Test Taking Study Skills
    Math Facts and Processes

See a 2-to-3-year growth in
spelling in one year…

...no matter what other
programs you have used!

Golf - Greater Cincinnati 
Homeschool Team

Now forming for Fall Season 2013

For Info contact: Linda Grinalds 
513-503-4226, lindagrinalds@gmail.com

It’s as easy as 
 1

2

3

Take a picture.

Send us a jpeg.
erin@cheohome.org

Look for your picture 
in the Companion!

Submission of images does not 
guarantee use in The Companion.

http://www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer
http://www.diannecraft.org
mailto:erin%40cheohome.org?subject=Companion%20Pictures
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CHEO invites you to join us for a day of golf…

The Sanctuary Golf Club
2017 Applegrove St. NW - North Canton

There will be 18 holes of golf, prizes, lunch and a steak dinner.
See cheohome.org for more information and registration.

Golf Scramble
August 24, 2013 - Shot gun start at 1:30

http://www.cheohome.org/events/golfscramble
http://www.cheohome.org
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Mike & Dianna Seay
live in Newark with their daughters, Rebekah 
and Anna. Mike works as an ergonomist for 
Owens Corning and Dianna has always been 
a stay-at-home mom/teacher. The girls were 
homeschooled exclusively and both have since 
successfully completed their 4-year degrees. In 
the course of the Seays’ homeschool journey, 
the Lord used many people (in many states) to 
encourage and guide them. CHEO has definitely 
served in that capacity for their family. Mike and 
Dianna are now very happy to serve in Ohio and 
“give back” in whatever way the Lord sees fit to 
use them in the CHEO organization. f
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Dan & Gay Snyder
have been married for 37 years, 27 of them in 
Deerfield on a one-hundred acre farm. They 
have 11 children. The oldest five daughters 
and one son are married, blessing them with 
five grandsons and five granddaughters. The 
other children include twin boys from Haiti 
and a daughter from Liberia. They continue to 
learn together. The Snyders started their local 
support group in 1992, led it for eight years 
and are still actively involved. Always willing to 
encourage others to follow the Lord’s direction 
in homeschooling, they enjoy serving as area 
330 representatives. f
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I’ve been thinking about social skills lately, and how 
much they impact our children’s lives. Sometimes 
I feel confident that with enough direct instruction 
and practice even the most socially awkward child 
can succeed and have healthy relationships. At 
other times, it seems like the hard work of teaching, 
learning, and generalizing social skills just isn’t 
enough. I can have a child who has mastered basic 
social skills, but unless someone is willing to get to 
know her and become friends with her, the skill set 
seems inadequate and incomplete. 

When I see a child who naturally picks up 
appropriate social skills and relates easily to others, 
there’s a part of me that feels a bit envious. My child 
has to work excruciatingly hard to learn skills that 
develop effortlessly for others. I look at the families 
who just seem to sail through developing new 
relationships on a regular basis and I wonder what 
that would be like. I want to prompt the parents to 
be thankful and not take their child’s social skills 
for granted, but I know if I didn’t have a child with 
obvious deficits in this area I wouldn’t give a second 
thought to his social skills, either. 

When my son was young, he did not make eye 
contact. He didn’t feel the need for it, since he could 
hear everything just fine without looking at the 
person who was speaking. Over time he learned 
that other people expected him to make eye contact, 
so he worked hard to discipline himself to meet that 
need. He went from one extreme to the other during 
the learning phase, changing from no eye contact 
to staring unblinkingly at his conversation partner’s 
eyes. This was perhaps more unsettling to others 
than the original lack of eye contact had been, so 
once again my son worked to make changes in the 
way he connected with people.

Despite his determination and ongoing effort 
to relate with others, my son struggled with the 
unspoken rules of interpersonal exchange and many 
viewed him as simply obtuse. The dictionary defines 
obtuse as, “not quick or alert in perception, feeling 
or intellect; not sensitive or observant.” This was his 
starting point. Considering how very many discreet 
skills he needed to learn to improve his overall social 
skills what he accomplished was truly impressive. 
Even so, I continued to observe other children who 
called my son derogatory names and who avoided 
his attempts to interact with them. When his peers 
did include my son in play, more often than not it 

Special 
Needs

HOMESCHOOLING

Melinda L. Boring is a speech/language patholo-
gist, workshop presenter, homeschooling mother 
and author. Her experience with distractible and 
hyperactive children has been developed in both 
a professional and personal capacity. She and her 
husband, Scott, live in Columbus, Ohio. 

You can contact Melinda through her 
website at www.headsupnow.com.

More Astute
Than Obtuse
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was to cast him in the role of monster or bad guy 
and then they ran from him, screaming.

It is no wonder that some of the children 
who struggle socially just want to give up or in 
frustration decide that most other people are not 
worth relating to anyway. The rewards are so 
minimal in comparison to the effort these children 
exert trying to learn to relate in ways that do not 
come naturally for them. With little apparent 
success they persevere and wish for friends who 
genuinely like them, and for insight into the baffling 
hidden curriculum of social exchange. It seems 
that everyone else is in on the secrets of how to 
relate to others while the struggling child works to 
understand and interpret mysterious and unspoken 
rules that exclude and elude them.

My son worked with remarkable resiliency to 
be successful in social interactions. He became 
an astute observer as he watched for changes 
in facial expression and tone of voice the way a 
scientist studies an experiment. It seemed as if my 

son were a stranger in a foreign land, immersed in 
a language and culture that were unnatural to him. 
Gradually and with many bumps along the way, he 
learned to recognize how others expressed their 
thoughts and feelings. My son, who was always 
caring and sensitive, learned to relate in ways that 
were more easily recognized by those around him. 
He picked up on subtle differences in my facial 
expressions and would ask if everything was okay. 
When I sighed, he would check in with me to see if 
I was upset about something or perhaps just tired.

My son learned to improve his social skills and 
overcome social struggles. There are occasional 
setbacks and disappointments but he manages to 
at least get by and develop genuine relationships. 
Some who struggle socially will only achieve a 
modicum of success, while others will become fluent 
in the language of social skills. Yet, even for those 
who appear to be fluent in the “language” will still feel 
like they are merely travelers in a foreign culture…
never a true native. f
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The Ohio
Legislative 
Report

Melanie Elsey serves as CHEO’s Legislative 
Liaison and writes from her home in Uniontown, 
Ohio. She lives with her husband, John and their 
children.

You can contact Melanie by email 
at lzjoshua@aol.com.

The budget for the State of Ohio (HB59) was 
signed into law on June 30, with a provision 
that requires districts to permit home educated 
students to participate in extracurricular activities 
offered at the public school.

CHEO recognizes that the participation of 
homeschooled students in extracurricular 
activities has been a policy change that some 
parents have desired for many years. There was a 
point in time that the rules of the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association prevented participation in 
sports without full enrollment, but the Association 
eventually created an exemption to this policy for 
home educated students.

CHEO’s mission is to support and encourage 
families to provide a Biblical education in the 
context of their home. This right to provide and 
direct the education of their children is the parents’ 
God-given responsibility. 

For clarification, there is nothing in the budget 
provision that changes the portion of the 
homeschool regulations that has always permitted 
parents to seek partial enrollment (i.e. for extra-
curricular activities). It’s just been permissive on 
the part of the district to allow it. It is the district’s 
response to be required to allow it that is the 
primary change in the policy.
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The purpose of this email is to inform 
families of the revision in state law and 
point out that there is ongoing discussion 
regarding its interpretation. 

At the writing of this article, school district 
administrators (who have been permitting 
homeschool students to participate, with the 
expectation that they enroll in the district on a 
part-time basis) are evaluating if enrollment will 
continue to be a part of the policy.

The three paragraphs of the text that come into 
play on the enrollment question are as follows:

Am.Sub.H.B.59
Sec. 3313.5312. 

(A) A student who is receiving home 
instruction in accordance with division (A)
(2) of section 3321.04 of the Revised Code 
shall be afforded, by the superintendent 
of the school district in which the 
student is entitled to attend school under 
section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the Revised 
Code, the opportunity to participate in 
any extracurricular activity offered at 
the district school to which the student 
otherwise would be assigned during that 
school year…

(C) In order to participate in an 
extracurricular activity under this 
section, the student shall be of the 
appropriate age and grade level, as 
determined by the superintendent of 
the district, for the school that offers 
the extracurricular activity, shall fulfill 
the same nonacademic and financial 
requirements as any other participant, 
and shall fulfill either of the following 
academic requirements:

(1) If the student received home 
instruction in the preceding grading 
period, the student shall meet any 
academic requirements established 

by the state board of education for the 
continuation of home instruction.
(2) If the student did not receive 
home instruction in the preceding 
grading period, the student’s academic 
performance during the preceding 
grading period shall have met any 
academic standards for eligibility to 
participate in the program established 
by the school district…

(F) No school district shall impose 
additional rules on a student to participate 
under this section that do not apply to 
other students participating in the same 
extracurricular activity. No district shall 
impose fees for a student to participate 
under this section that exceed any fees 
charged to other students participating in 
the same extracurricular activity…

In each of these paragraphs the word that 
is missing is – enrollment.

After speaking with the folks who drafted and 
shepherded the new law, it is clear that the 
intention of the law is to not require enrollment at 
all. In fact, there was an attempt in the Senate to 
amend the budget to require part time enrollment 
and that attempt was rejected.

As soon as CHEO receives a more formal 
interpretation from the legal experts that drafted 
that language, we will post it. At the moment, we 
have been told an interpretation is forthcoming.

To review the entire new section of law, please 
click here:  http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/
BillText130/130_HB_59_EN_N.pdf 

The budget bill is 3,745 pages in length. Scroll 
to pages 1129 – 1130. f

CHEO has worked for more than two decades to preserve 
and protect our God-given right to direct the education 
of our children through home education. We deeply 
appreciate your ongoing prayers and support. 
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how 
does 

your 
child

learn?
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By Nada Rothgaber

As parent-educators we have the blessing to 
teach our child as he/she learns best. Over the 
years there have been multiple studies on the 
learning process. There are many ways that 
educators say we learn, but there are three general 
classes of learning styles that most educators agree 
with. It has the acronym VAK: 

Visual learners – “Lookers” 

Auditory learners – “Listeners”

Kinesthetic learners – “Movers”

One only has to do a Google search on the 
Internet to find a wealth of information on learning 
styles. Even though I was a professional educator 
for many years before becoming a homeschool 
mom, I did not know anything about learning styles. 
When I became a homeschooling mom, I started 
searching for answers as to why the curriculum and 
teaching aids I bought for our son were not working 
as I thought they should. It was through an all-day 
workshop I attended that I learned I was a visual 
learner and my son was a mix of a kinesthetic/
auditory learner. All those cute little workbooks 
and writing lessons I had bought at my first state 
homeschool convention were for someone who 
learns like I do, not someone with the learning 
style of my son. So my husband sent me to the 
next homeschool convention with these directions: 
“Buy only what you think will not work and anything 
you like, don’t buy!” So whether teaching one 
or ten children, we homeschool moms have the 
opportunity and blessing to teach our children 
in the format that is best for them to learn. One 
homeschool mom that I know said it best by saying 
we teach the hard stuff in their God-given learning 
style and review it in the other learning styles to 
give them that experience and stretch them out of 
their comfort learning method.

The three groups of learning styles are not cut 
and dry divisions. God is not obligated to divide 
the population into three learning groups! Many 
children do very well with two of the three styles 
or are a mixture of two of the styles. Our goal, as 
mature adults, is to be able to compensate and 
learn by all three access areas. An example is my 
own situation. I am definitely a visual learner. If I 

see it, I know it. On the other hand, a few minutes 
after hearing something I can’t tell you what I heard 
unless I have seen it somehow. I learned to adjust 
to my form of learning in the typical lecture format 
of public school and college by taking copious 
notes compared to many of my classmates. If your 
child is not learning as you think he/she should, 
try a different method and adapt the materials. 
For example, change multiplication tables on a 
worksheet (visual learner) to multiplication wrap-
ups (kinesthetic learner), or to singing them to a 
catchy tune (auditory learner). 

I don’t pretend to be an expert in the field of 
learning styles, but let’s take a few minutes and 
cover an overview of these three general categories 
to determine what kind of learner you are and what 
type your child is (remember this is not cut and dry). 
I’ll list their general characteristics, how they flourish 
in learning, and how they struggle in learning.

Visual learners – “Lookers” 

Characteristics:
• Visually organized 
• Quiet
• Avoids taking risks if they could be wrong
• Observant of details
• Takes copious notes even when the 

teacher promises a handout
• Can assemble anything from printed or 

pictured directions
• Will catch typos
• Tends to doodle on notepaper when 

talking
• Very aware of spatial relationships
• Vivid imagination
• Large sight vocabulary at early age
• In spare time: watch TV or read a book
• Easily distracted by visual stimuli

Flourish when:
• Taught with books and pictures
• Teacher demonstrates the skill - “show 

me”

Taught with: 
• Flashcards
• Matching games
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Taught with:
1. Recordings
2. Music
3. Rhymes
4. Clapping/keeping beat
5. Field trips with interviews
6. Integrating content

Tend to struggle with:
• Reading technical or non-fiction
• Rewriting and editing written work
• Paying attention to detail for accuracy in 

math, science, and history
• Developing perseverance

Kinesthetic learners – “Movers”

Characteristics:
• Tend to live in perpetual motion
• Try to touch everything they see or walk 

past
• Use lots of gestures and facial expressions 

when talking
• Messy appearance, untidy room, cluttered 

desk
• Show anger physically (stomping feet & 

slamming doors)
• Prefer to play, jump, run, or wrestle in 

spare time
• Can maintain balance while blindfolded
• Distracted when they must be still or if it is 

“too quiet”
• Dislike long range goal setting or 

complicated projects
• Excellent at taking gadgets apart & can 

even put them back together
• Find listening difficult
• Highly competitive

 Flourish when:
• Learning experiences allow them to do or 

touch
• Allowed to demonstrate or model a task
• Allowed to point with fingers to follow or 

anchor words when reading
• Activities keep them moving
• In full control of projects (but they still need 

supervision)

• Puzzles
• “How to” books
• Workbooks
• Charts, maps, pictures
• Written directions, wall strips, desk tapes
• Timelinesº
• Well-defined assignments

Tend to struggle with:
• Creative writing - reluctant to take the risk
• Reading beyond the literal meaning of a 

passage
• Applying arithmetic to word problems
• Forming a hypothesis and testing it with 

experiments
• Thinking beyond the obvious
• Adjusting to changes in curriculum

Auditory learners – “Listeners”

Characteristics:
• Love to communicate - Can “talk your ear 

off”
• Remember  j ing les ,  poems,  & TV 

commercials effortlessly
• Continual rhythmic pattern going by tapping 

or sounds
• Usually sing beautifully and have excellent 

pitch
• Generally remember names of people
• Easy to express themselves verbally
• Tend to read aloud or sub-vocalize
• Often sound older than their chronological 

age
• Tend to sort out their problems by talking 

about them
• Tend to sound out words therefore are 

phonetic spellers
• Tend to be poor test takers - can’t sort out 

the choices fast enough
• Enjoy listening to radio in spare time
• Easy to follow oral directions
• Easily distracted by background noises
• Very sociable - want to have others around

Flourish when:
• Told all the steps
• Allowed to move lips & sub-vocalize to 

increase comprehension
• Memorizing
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Taught with:
• Finger plays
• Tracing motion 
• Tactile experiences
• Travel/field trips
• Math manipulatives (blocks, chips, play 

money)
• Plays and drama
• Making their own timelines and maps

The key to help the kinesthetic learner is a variety 
in the methods used with lots of hands-on learning.

Tend to struggle with:
• Rules for math, phonics, grammar
• Reading for information
• Doing analytical work
• Proofreading
• Doing research-related writing
• Attention span for pencil and paper work
• Completing long-term projects in science 

& history

When you read over these styles, could you see 
yourself falling into one of these styles? Could you 

see your child’s learning style? As homeschoolers, 
we have the blessing of being able to present 
material in a style that makes it easier for our child 
to learn. Remember when buying curriculum: Think 
about whether it is appropriate for your child’s 
learning style, not yours. It will make your job much 
easier as a homeschool teacher and it will make 
learning fun and successful for your child. f

Nada Rothgaber has been happily married to her husband, 
Doug, for over 36 years. Both were trained and worked 
as professional educators. When they first heard about 
homeschooling, they thought it would never work. Nada taught 
for 13 years in both the public schools and at the college level. 
They have one son, Joshua, a homeschool graduate. They 
served on the board of the Christian Homeschool Association 
of Pennsylvania (CHAP) for 14 years. Since Doug’s early 
retirement from Penn State University, they have been 
traveling in their motorhome. They spend warm winters in the 
southwest and summers in the north. In January of 2009 they 
resigned from the CHAP Board in order to continue to serve 
homeschoolers in a different capacity – being the convention 
coordinator for the CHAP Homeschool Convention. You can 
reach Nada at rothgaber@chaponline.com or if you can follow 
their travel blog at rothgabertravels.blogspot.com.

Graduating 
in 2014?

http://www.cheohome.org
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Stay-cation Ideas

The next time you and your family want to take a vacation, 
consider staying at home! Sound boring? Well, perhaps Re-
becca Darling (featured here on Kids Activities Blog) can offer 
inspiration on ways to have a fun and relaxing vacation without 
driving hundreds of miles or paying airfare. This article focuses 
on what to do over Spring Break, but Rebecca’s suggestions 
can certainly be applied to summer vacation as well:
kidsactivitiesblog.com/9698/staycation-ideas-spring-break#_pg_
pin=514987

Bread Machine Cinnamon Rolls

Click here to see an option for making cinnamon rolls with your 
bread machine.
moneysavingmom.com/2010/01/bread-machine-cinnamon-roll.html

Note: These articles have been reviewed and deemed appropriate for Com-
panion readers. Please use caution when following a link away from the given 
articles. CHEO cannot take responsibility for any offensive content you may 
discover beyond the websites shown here. Proceed at your own discretion.

Rebekah lives with her family on 
a beautiful hill in central Ohio. 

She works part-time as an 
English tutor for kids in South 
Korea…as well as a nanny for 

two young girls. She also loves 
spinning and dying speciality 
yarns as a business venture. 

Rebekah is happy to be a part of 
The Companion team and will be 
contributing fun and interesting 

places to visit on the web.

35+ Camping Tips 

I’ve never been camping before, but I’m willing to give it a try 
after seeing the neat ideas listed on Tipnut. Tips on creating 
make-shift nightlights, toilet paper protectors, fire starters as 
well as first-aid advice, and campfire recipes can be found at 
tipnut.com/camping-treats

A Trail Tote

Lizette Castano at the Children’s Nature Institute lists items 
to bring on your next nature walk with your kids. Click here to 
make your time on the trails more interactive as well as create 
opportunities for scientific discovery. spoonful.com/crafts/trail-tote

http://www.kidsactivitiesblog.com/9698/staycation-ideas-spring-break%23_pg_pin%3D514987
http://www.kidsactivitiesblog.com/9698/staycation-ideas-spring-break%23_pg_pin%3D514987
http://www.moneysavingmom.com/2010/01/bread-machine-cinnamon-roll.html
http://www.tipnut.com/camping-treats
http://www.spoonful.com/crafts/trail-tote
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       re you aware, that more than 10 Billion dollars is spent annually on Adult-oriented businesses?                         

Do you know who’s processing your credit cards?
Cornerstone Payment Systems does not process for morally objectionable business types. Find out how your  business 
or ministry can process with an industry leader that stands for the same Christian values that you do. In addition to 
our stand for Christ, Cornerstone guarantees to provide you a more favorable processing rate for your business or 
ministry, or we will donate $500.00 to Christian Home Educators of Ohio (CHEO).

To  � n d  m o r e,  g ive  us  a  ca l l  today at  855.644.1870  
or  v i s i t  us  onl ine  at  cornerstone.cc/CHEO

Star t processing for a PURPOSE!

More money is spent on pornography each year than on the NFL, the NBA, and Major League baseball combined.      
In retail and online, the majority of the money spent, is paid for with a credit or debit card.  To facilitate these           
transactions, objectionable businesses must contract with a credit card processor.  These same processors may be 
handling the credit card transactions for your business or ministry.  This should not be so, and you have options.

Merchant Accounts are provided through Corner stone Payment Systems a registered ISO/MSP of Woodforest National Bank, Houston, Texas.
© Copyr ight 2013.Corner stone Payment Systems. All Rights Reser ved.Designed By: Four Seasons Marketing, LLC .

Attention Business Owners   

Christian Home Educators of Ohio

http://www.cornerstone.cc/CHEO
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Sloppy Joes

3 pounds ground beef
1 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped bell pepper
2-1/4 cups ketchup
1 tablespoon mustard
3 tablespoons brown sugar
1-1/2 teaspoons garlic powder
salt and pepper to taste
Sandwich buns

Brown beef with the onion and bell pepper. Drain, 
then return to pot and add remaining ingredients. 
Simmer until heated through. Serve on buns.

Sauteed Corn and Peppers

4 cups corn, frozen or fresh, cut off the cob
1 bell pepper, chopped
3 tablespoons butter

Saute until corn is tender and caramelized.

Stuffed Pepper Casserole 

1 cup rice
2 pounds ground beef
2 medium onions, coarsely chopped
4 large bell peppers, coarsely chopped
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1 can (10 3/4 ounces) tomato soup
1 quart canned tomatoes, pureed in blender
1 tablespoon beef bouillon
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper

Cook rice according to package directions; set 
aside. Brown beef with onions, peppers, and 
garlic until meat is done and vegetables are 
tender. Add rice and remaining ingredients and 
cook over low heat, stirring occasionally until 
heated through.

How About You?
Do you have a recipe for a scrumptious dish that 

you would like to share with Pudge? Send an email 
with your recipe to editor@cheohome.org. Please 
put “In the Kitchen with Pudge” in the subject line. 

We look forward to hearing from you!
 

Abby lives with her family on a beautiful farm in 
central Ohio and enjoys cooking in her spare 
time. Her faithful canine companion, Pudge, 
always keeps her company in the kitchen and 
lives to sample each new culinary creation. 
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Roasted Tomatoes

tomatoes, sliced 1/4-inch thick
fresh basil, chopped fine
salt
mozzarella cheese

Preheat oven to 400°. Arrange tomatoes on a 
greased cookie sheet and sprinkle with basil and 
salt. Bake for 25-30 minutes. Remove from oven 
and sprinkle cheese on tomatoes. Return to oven 
for 5 minutes to melt cheese.

Peach Cobbler (pictured)

1 cup flour
1/2 cup oats
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1-1/4 cup milk
1 quart canned peaches

Combine flour, oats, cinnamon, salt, and baking 
soda. Stir in milk. Fold in peaches, including syrup, 
and pour mixture into a 9”x9” baking dish. Bake at 
350° for 45 minutes. Serve warm with ice cream. f



48 The Companion – July/August 2013

can they explain themselves if they think you already 
agree? It just isn’t fair.

LEAVE THE SINK IN THE KITCHEN!
But once you engage the problem, deal with one 

issue at a time. Sometimes the frustration is so great – 
or you just want to win so badly -- you throw everything 
into the fight, including the kitchen sink. 

But is this right? The Lord says, “I will remember 
their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:12) When we pray, 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us,” and expect God to forgive us immediately, are we 
secretly keeping score against each other? Forgiven 
means forgotten.

It’s important to leave God room to work. Jesus said 
the Holy Spirit would come to convict the world. We 

don’t have to “win” by breaking each other’s will – He 
can do that so much more effectively! 

REAL FORGIVENESS
You can see where this is going ... maturity, acting 

like grown-ups, and getting over it.
When you get mad, go to your beloved privately, 

calmly, and without drama. Explain how you feel, then 
shut up and listen. Then talk some more. Deal with it. 

Real forgiveness means complete forgiveness. You 
don’t hold it against them. Not now, not later, not ever. 
It’s scary, it’s hard, and it takes the Holy Spirit to give 
you the strength to do it. But turn it around ... How 
incredibly freeing to know that when you blow it, it can 
all go completely away. When we show real forgiveness, 
we are imitating the Lord. It doesn’t get much better 
than that. f

Hal and Melanie Young, have been married for 24 years, are 
the homeschooling parents of six boys and two girls, and are 
the authors of Raising Real Men: Surviving, Teaching, and 
Appreciating Boys. This article is adapted from their upcoming 
book on marriage. Find out more at www.raisingrealmen.com 
and www.facebook.com/raisingrealmen

 

Continued from page 5
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many semesters in which we found ourselves 
committed to a schedule that allotted us far less 
down time than we had anticipated. We knew 
our commitments directly impacted others—
particularly commitments to our homeschool 
group activities—and so we would honor them, 
but fortunately, most of our commitments were 
only made one semester at a time. At the end 
of each semester, we would reevaluate our 
schedule and make adjustments. 

I discovered, as the years passed and 
my children grew into teenagers, that a 
determination to slow down and savor life 
usually meant that we were almost continually 
adjusting the pace. That is not to say that 
we cannot enjoy a quick tempo at times, but 
running in place at high speed does not usually 
move us any closer to our destination. It often 
just wears us out, and fatigue can rob us of 
the pleasure we once found in the fast pace of 
the treadmill. 

It seems that in our society today there is a 
continual push to do more, to accomplish more. 
For homeschoolers, there are countless 
things to learn and study—enough to fill 
a lifetime and still never absorb even a 
fraction of the information available 
at our fingertips. At the same time, 

temptations abound that would rob us, both 
parents and children, of our time. We live in a 
society that begs to be entertained, a society 
that thrives on free time and often fills our 
minutes, hours, and days with movies, video 
games, social media, or some other form of 
entertainment. Then we wonder why we struggle 
to keep our focus and have trouble with our 
memory. With a constant influx of information, 
is it any wonder we do not absorb more when 
we never stop long enough to reflect on what 
we have seen, heard, and read? 

The American culture is set on high speed, 
and it is much easier to find ourselves running 
with the pack than it is to get off the treadmill 
and slow down, but it is well worth the effort. 
For our family it meant limiting commitments 
outside our household, making tough decisions 
on curriculum choices and topics of study, and 
limiting some of our media exposure. We actually 
scheduled time to just sit on the front porch and 
read. However, every family is different, and 
each family must decide what pace is right for 
them. The tempo at which each family flows is 
unique and will ebb and flow at different speeds 
as the family grows through different seasons. 
We cannot compare ourselves to one another, 
but if you feel that life is moving a little fast, 

maybe it is time to step back 
and adjust the pace to 

slow. f

Continued from page 3
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I homeschooled my three children for 
12 years (one with special needs) and 
now that they are grown I work full time  
tutoring children with reading problems 
and helping homeschooling parents set up 
curriculum.

You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or 
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City 
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or 
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.

I will also include (if you desire) a 
free informal reading  
evaluation for any of 
your children if you 
schedule it during your 
portfolio assessment.

Seminar topics and  
workshop titles are 

available on the 
website.

Member of 
HSLDA, CHEO 

and Home on the 
Rock (local 

support 
group)

Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

Collect Box Tops 
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands 
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from 
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission 
of box tops is September 15, 2013. Box tops can be mailed to 
the CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shop-
ping or recycling ink cartridges at 
your favorite office store. Use the 
following Reward Numbers. If you 
forget the number, then use our phone 
number to have the Rewards Points  
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank 
you for sharing with us!

Staples:  4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658

Rewards
card

http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.thereadingdocinc.com
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=104&Itemid=157
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http://www.cheohome.org
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by David Watkins

 “Come on. It’s only thirty-five feet high. After all, 
you’ve been to the top of the Empire State Building 
and you’ve looked over the fruited plains from the 
top of Pike’s Peak. You’ve walked on the bridge 
spanning Royal Gorge and have experienced the 
thrill of climbing out on the rocks which rest on the 
upper edge of the Grand Canyon walls.” But no 
matter what thoughts I used to try to bolster my 
courage, there was something unnerving about the 
thought of rappelling down the side of that farm silo. 
It was on a different level, altogether.

Several years ago my boys and I were participating 
in a father/son campout and were enjoying a variety 
of outdoor activities. My sons were eager to try the 
activity of rappelling. I suggested that we do some 
other activity, but soon found myself standing in the 
rappelling line with them. (I had no desire to reveal 
my apprehension. After all, I did not want to lose 
respect in the eyes of my boys.) 

“They will probably get cold feet,” I reasoned. I 
watched the line of young boys and their fathers in 
front of me get smaller and smaller; and then it was 
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my turn to receive the instructions, fasten on the 
harness, and don a hard hat. My apparatus was 
double-checked and as I began my ascent up the 
ladder to the top of the silo, I thought, “What am 
I doing?” 

The members of the rappelling team at the top 
helped me thread the rope properly through my 
harness and then emphasized that the man on the 
ground holding the safety rope would not let me fall 
if I somehow messed up. Thirty-five feet above the 
ground looked a lot more ominous than it did when 
I was standing comfortably in line – down there. 

I heard the leader say, “Back up to the edge 
and lean against the rope.” I nervously inched 
over to the edge of the silo; but I wanted to keep 
my balance, and I definitely did not want to put 
the weight of my body solely on that rope. I could 
tell that to lean back would place my body too far 
over the edge to be able to regain my balance. It 
was the point of no return. 

“Lean back against the rope; you can trust it.” 
My heart was beating fast and the adrenaline was 
at a high level. After what seemed like forever I 
leaned back, felt the rope tighten, and realized my 
body was secure in the harness. I almost looked 
like a pro.

Even though the apprehension was there, all I 
needed was to follow the example and instructions 
of those who had gone before me. I began to enjoy 
rappelling down the side of the silo. My relief gave 
way to a sense of accomplishment. “This was 
easier than I thought.” My positive experience even 
began to help encourage some of the other dads 
who had hesitancies about such an excursion. 
But would you like to know the best benefit from 
rappelling that day? It was the bonding time with 
my boys.

Home education is similar to rappelling. You think 
about it, check it out, observe others doing it, and 
then make the decision. After you get to the point of 
no return and trust the Lord to help you, you begin 
to experience the joy and satisfaction of learning 
together. That enhances family cohesiveness.

Look around you. You will see families who should 
be home educating but do not think they can do 
it. A word of encouragement from you might help 
them move to the “point of no return”. Invite them 
to a support group meeting. Take them to your 
annual conference. Open your life to them and be 
ready to mentor them. They will thank you as they 
experience God working in their lives through home 
education - and you will be blessed. f

Reprinted with permission
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