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Wayne and Becky 
live in the woods in central Ohio with their  
children, ages 17, 11, and 10. Their oldest 
daughter is married and she and her husband 
are excited to begin the second generation 
of home education as they begin their fam-
ily. Wayne & Becky “officially” began their 
homeschool journey 20 years ago, and they 
attended their first CHEO convention in 1993, 
which they say was life-changing. The Clarks 
were 419 Regional Reps and were elected to 
the CHEO Board of Directors in 2003. It is their 
desire to continue to encourage and serve Ohio 
home educators, as they teach and train their 
children in this precious lifestyle of disciple-
ship, to which God has called them. They are 
especially interested in encouraging families 
who are educating struggling learners. f
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David & Alexandra
were introduced to home education thirteen 
years ago when Alexandra was a teacher and 
was invited to teach at a homeschool co-op. 
She currently directs a homeschool orchestra 
and choir. They have performed at several 
CHEO events.

David and Alexandra love serving together 
at their church AWANA ministry. It has been 
their joy and privilege to educate both of their 
daughters at home. They serve CHEO as 614 
representatives and work to encourage others 
in their home education journey. f
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I love to watch my children swim. Seeing them 
glide through the water and perform various strokes 
fills me with a sense of pride. I’m so glad I had them 
take lessons, because now they have an activity they 
can enjoy throughout their lives. Our swim team 
days are behind us now, but I still enjoy seeing my 
kids in the water…they make it look so easy and 
effortless. I know having children who can swim is 
not unusual, but I am thrilled with my own offspring’s 
aquatic accomplishments because I, personally, can 
barely swim at all. 

I never had any structured lessons. I picked up 
tips here and there from my next door neighbors 
who encouraged me to join them in their backyard 
pool. I learned enough to keep myself afloat but 
I always felt better when I was able to touch the 
bottom of the pool…even if I had to stand on tiptoe 
to do it. I wanted to have fun with my friends in 
the pool, but bodies of water and I always had an 
uneasy alliance.

As a young adult, I continued to dog paddle around 
pools and since I was extremely nearsighted I kept 
my contacts in so I could see where I was going. 
I had tried taking my contacts out at a beach one 
time, and felt truly vulnerable when I emerged from 
the waves and realized I could not see well enough 
to locate my friends. I had to wander up and down 
the beach until I heard a familiar voice or got close 
enough to recognize someone. Swimming continued 
to be associated with unease and vulnerability over 
the years.

Fast forward to my adulthood as a mother with 
three young children. I consider the ability to swim to 
be an important life skill, so I made sure each of my 

Sink or 
Swim

http://www.headsupnow.com
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kids had the benefit of swim lessons with someone 
who could teach them to swim with confidence. 
I then had laser surgery to correct my vision and 
successfully achieved 20/20 vision. I was excited 
to think that finally I could swim with my children 
because I could see where I was going. Guess 
what? I still didn’t know how to swim even though 
my vision was fine. 

I was thinking about the similarities between 
my struggles with swimming and my children’s 
struggles with various aspects of their schoolwork. 
If you look at me, there’s nothing to indicate that I 
am not a swimmer. I look like I should be capable 
of swimming the way others do. If you look at 
my children, they look as if they should be able 
to complete their schoolwork without significant 
difficulty. Their learning challenges are invisible 
until they are observed in a task that is more 
difficult for them than for the average learner. 

Recently I started swimming at a local gym, 
doing my lurching breaststroke and my backstroke. 
I can keep my face out of the water most of the 
time with those two strokes but I decided once 
again to try and learn how to swim with my face 
in the water. I borrowed my daughter’s goggles, 
took a deep breath, and…froze! There’s something 
about being face down in the water that panics 
me. I try to talk myself through it, offering various 
reasons why I should be able to do this. I try to 
convince myself that I can do it, and that once I 
learn to swim with my face in the water I might 
actually enjoy it. 

My children who are struggling learners have 
similar experiences. I try to talk them through 
tasks, but there is still something blocking their 

learning process. I encourage them to try again, 
try harder, and try again. How frustrating this 
must be for a child who is already trying hard but 
not experiencing success commensurate with that 
effort. It must feel to them the way I feel when I 
swim as fast as I can, only to have the person in 
the next lane glide past me with ease. I’m trying 
harder to do what others accomplish with ease. Our 
struggling learners put forth more effort but often 
don’t get the tangible results that seem to come so 
naturally to others. 

The saying, “sink or swim” always seemed to 
me to imply that if you jumped into a task you 
would learn how to do it because you had to. Now 
I’m not so sure. I know that some of us are more 
likely to actually sink no matter how motivated we 
are to learn and overcome challenges. I am more 
careful than ever not to compare my children and 
the ways they learn with other children and their 
accomplishments. Likewise I try not to compare my 
swimming attempts with those around me because 
it’s discouraging and unhelpful. 

I won’t give up on my struggling learners, but I 
don’t expect their learning achievements to look 
like the average learner’s. I haven’t given up on 
swimming with my face in the water, either. On my 
most recent trip to the pool, I was able to swim 
about 4 feet before I snorted in some water. It’s not 
impressive, but it is progress. Likewise those with 
learning challenges hit bump after bump in their 
attempts to master needed skills. It’s not a nice 
smooth learning curve, but that lurching progress 
is still progress in the right direction. Celebrate that 
forward movement and don’t compare your efforts 
to the person in the next lane. Celebrate YOUR 
progress and that of your children and allow the 
joy to follow. f
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As we begin 2013, one aspect of US policy that we 
must not treat with apathy is the constant pressure on 
US lawmakers (specifically US Senators) to ratify UN 
Treaties, which would supersede the authority of our 
own US Constitution.

We have had the opportunity over the past couple 
of months to respond to a couple of these reckless 
agreements, but there are others. The purpose of 
this legislative update is to give you a taste of the 
most daunting pending treaties and provide links to 
more complete information. While this is useful for 
our own exercise of civic responsibility, please don’t 
miss the opportunity to build this information into your 
homeschooling studies, as age appropriate.

GLOBAL TAX:

“In Doha, Qatar, late Saturday [December 8, 2012], 
delegates attending the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) took concrete 
steps toward a new global treaty to address global 
warming that will transform the economic structure of the 
world with a new global tax. To be completed by 2015, the 
UN expects every nation to implement it by 2020, even 
though the globe has not warmed for the past 16 years.

Next year the UNFCCC’s Executive Secretary Christiana 
Figueres will call a “significant number of meetings and 
workshops…to prepare the new agreement.” Then in 
2014, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will “convene 
leaders to mobilize the political will to ensure the 2015 
deadline is met.”

mailto:lzjoshua%40aol.com?subject=The%20Companion%20-%20Ohio%20Legislative%20Report
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The new treaty would be destructive to the American 
economy by capping greenhouse gases, primarily 
carbon dioxide, the gas emitted when fossil fuels are 
burned. The UN insists that fossil fuels be replaced 
with solar, wind and other renewable energy sources, 
but even with billions of stimulus dollars and taxpayer 
subsidies, those sources produce woefully inadequate 
amounts of energy.”

Source: Eagle Forum
Complete report: www.eagleforum.org/topics/global-

warming/un-takes-concrete-steps-toward-global-tax.
html 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:

(Temporarily defeated, thanks to HSLDA’s leadership 
and citizens who stepped up and communicated with 
US Senators)

“As we and many others said, this UN treaty was 
never about protecting the disabled: our nation’s 
laws already provide the greatest protection for these 
precious people, and our nation’s great example should 
be held up as a model for the rest of the world. Rather, 
this UN treaty was all about who should make crucial 
decisions for people with disabilities: their parents and 
caregivers, or UN bureaucrats?

 
This UN treaty was all about who should make laws 

and policy for American citizens: our elected leaders, 
or unaccountable UN bureaucrats?

You answered the call, and provided the crucial 
support which made the Senate listen to our message as 
we lobbied on Capitol Hill: Parents, not UN bureaucrats, 
should decide how to care for their disabled children. 
America should make the laws for Americans.

Defeating the CRPD yesterday was a great victory. 
We won the battle, but not the war. Senate leadership 
has already announced they will bring the CRPD 
back up for a vote in the next Congress. We know 
that the Obama administration is pushing for more UN 
treaties, chief of which is the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.”

Source: HSLDA email update 12.6.12
Read more: www.hslda.org/docs/news/
2012/201208200.asp 

GUN CONTROL:

 UN Arms Trade Treaty (under discussion)

“The gun-control advocates assume that private 
ownership of guns is inherently dangerous. They 
hope they can achieve their goal of prohibiting private 

ownership by the covert strategy of a treaty with vague 
language, and so far have been successful in avoiding 
media attention.

Supposedly UNATT is merely designed to regulate 
government-to-government arms transfers and direct 
sales by manufacturers to governments. Its danger 
to our Second Amendment is its innocuous treaty 
language that can impact on the use and ownership 
of guns by individuals.”

Source: Eagle Forum
Read more: www.eagleforum.org/publications/

column/beware-of-the-lame-duck-session.html f

CHEO has worked for more than two decades 
to preserve and protect our God-given right to 
direct the education of our children through home 
education. We deeply appreciate your ongoing 
prayers and support. 

PARENTAL RIGHTS – 
PROTECTIVE STRATEGY

The Proposed Parental Rights Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution

SECTION 1
The liberty of parents to direct the upbringing, 
education, and care of their children is a 
fundamental right. 

SECTION 2
Neither the United States nor any state shall 
infringe this right without demonstrating that its 
governmental interest as applied to the person 
is of the highest order and not otherwise served.

SECTION 3
This article shall not be construed to apply to a 
parental action or decision that would end life.

SECTION 4
No treaty may be adopted nor shall any 
source of international law be employed to 
supersede, modify, interpret, or apply to the 
rights guaranteed by this article.

For more information on how you and your family 
can make a difference in this protective strategy, 
visit www.parentalrights.org.

http://www.eagleforum.org/topics/global-warming/un-takes-concrete-steps-toward-global-tax.html
http://www.eagleforum.org/topics/global-warming/un-takes-concrete-steps-toward-global-tax.html
http://www.eagleforum.org/topics/global-warming/un-takes-concrete-steps-toward-global-tax.html
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?ID=16455
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?ID=16455
http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/2012/201208200.asp
http://www.hslda.org/docs/news/2012/201208200.asp
http://www.eagleforum.org/publications/column/beware-of-the-lame-duck-session.html
http://www.eagleforum.org/publications/column/beware-of-the-lame-duck-session.html
http://www.parentalrights.org
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The Artful Parent: 
Making Fake Snow
www.artfulparent.com/2012/11/making-fake-
snow-indoor-fun-for-kids.html#more

Angie Lynd’s blog “The Blissful Bite”: 
Sweet Potato Dollars
www.theblissfulbite.blogspot.com/ 
2012/11/simple-snacks-sweet- 
potato-dollars.html

Rebekah lives on a beautiful hill 
with her family in central Ohio. 

She works part-time as an 
English tutor for kids in South 
Korea…as well as a nanny for 

two young girls. She also loves 
spinning yarn and is in the process 

of acquiring Angora  
bunnies for a future business  

venture. Rebekah is happy to be a 
part of The Companion team  

and will be contributing  
fun and interesting  

places to visit on the web.

Martha Stewart’s 
Easy Fixes to 
Common Dog 
Behavior Problems 
www.marthastewart.com/900294/easy-fixes-
common-dog-behavioral-problems#167472

HSLDA’s Homeschooling Now: 
The Three R’s...Kids with 
Special Challenges 
www.hslda.org/cms/?q=blog%2Fthree-r%E2% 
80%99s-getting-started-homeschooling-kids- 
special-challenges-0

RR R

www.hslda.org/cms/%3Fq%3Dblog%252Fthree-r%25E2%25%2080%2599s-getting-started-homeschooling-kids-%20special-challenges-0
www.hslda.org/cms/%3Fq%3Dblog%252Fthree-r%25E2%25%2080%2599s-getting-started-homeschooling-kids-%20special-challenges-0
www.hslda.org/cms/%3Fq%3Dblog%252Fthree-r%25E2%25%2080%2599s-getting-started-homeschooling-kids-%20special-challenges-0
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TIPS
R

By Dawn Little

Have you ever wondered if your children’s books 
could be set up differently at home? Do you think 
about ways to make it easier for your child to find 
and read his books?

Here are a few tips to help you set up a home 
library for your child:

1. Make books accessible for your child. Keep 
them low and easy to reach

2. Consider placing books in easy to move 
baskets, instead of standing them up on a 
bookshelf. Placing them in baskets makes it 
easier for your child to find a book he/she may be 
looking for. It’s much easier for a child to choose 
a book by looking at its cover, rather than the 
spine. If you need the space, consider placing 
some books upright and others lying flat. 

3. Consider organizing books by genre or 
topic. This is also made easier by baskets. Each 
basket can hold its own genre of books! If your 
children are old enough, consider having them 
help you sort books and determine genre. 

4. Include periodicals in your home library. 
Children love receiving mail and periodicals provide 
additional opportunities for children to read for 
different purposes. 

5. Don’t feel confined to one area! Place “mini-
libraries” on every floor of your house. We have 
small book holders in our basement playroom, 
bookshelves in our first floor family room, and each 
child has bookshelves (overflowing with books!) in 
their bedrooms. 

Organizing books can be a hefty feat, but if you use 
a few of these tips, you may find that you’ll have an 
organized home library that your children flock to! f 

 

for Setting up a Home Library for Your Kids
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Baked Salmon
(pictured)

fresh or frozen (and thawed) salmon fillets 
 (4-6 ounces per person)
olive oil
pepper
garlic powder
dried dill weed

Preheat oven to 375°. Lay salmon fillets on a greased 
baking sheet. Brush with olive oil and sprinkle gener-
ously with pepper, garlic, and dill. Bake at 400° for 
10-20 minutes, depending on the thickness of the 
fillets. Salmon is done when it flakes easily with a fork; 
be careful not to overcook the fillets. Serve with lemon 
juice or tartar sauce and salt.

How About You?
Do you have a recipe for a scrumptious dish that 

you would like to share with Pudge? Send an email 
with your recipe to editor@cheohome.org. Please 
put “In the Kitchen with Pudge” in the subject line. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Abby lives with her family on a beautiful farm in 
central Ohio and enjoys cooking in her spare 
time. Her faithful canine companion, Pudge, 
always keeps her company in the kitchen and 
lives to sample each new culinary creation. 
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Sweet Potato Wedges
(pictured)

6 medium sweet potatoes
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/3 cup brown sugar
honey (1-2 tablespoons)
pecans, optional

Peel sweet potatoes and slice into wedges lengthwise. 
In a large bowl, toss sweet potatoes with olive oil, brown 
sugar, and honey. Add pecans if desired. Lay wedges 
in a single layer on a greased baking sheet. Bake at 
375° for about 40 minutes or until sweet potatoes are 
well done.

Lemon Cloud Pie

1 cup sugar
3 tablespoons cornstarch
1 cup water
1/3 cup lemon juice
2 egg yolks
4 ounces cream cheese, cubed and softened
1 teaspoon grated lemon peel
1 cup whipping cream, divided
Baked pie shell

In a saucepan mix sugar and cornstarch; gradually stir 
in water, lemon juice, and egg yolks. Cook over medium 
heat, stirring constantly, until mixture starts boiling and 
thickening. Cook one minute. Add lemon peel and cream 
cheese, stirring until cream cheese is melted. Cool to 
room temperature. Beat whipping cream with electric 
mixer until soft peaks form. Fold half into lemon mixture; 
pour into pie shell and refrigerate for at least six hours. 
Top with remaining whipped cream. f
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The A Beka Academy Virtual Homeschool 
program (K4–grade 12) features master 
teachers in a traditional classroom setting 
by way of video streaming or DVD.

• Low Pricing
• Materials Options
• Subject Combinations 

 abekaacademy.org      1.800.874.3592

Homeschooling  
at Its Best

Excellence in Education from a Christian Perspective

Learn more–

Yearly tuition, room & board

O
nl

y $7,996
Get One Year FREE!*
Attend 4 years for the price of 3! 

PCCinfo.com/FreeTuition

Special Offer available for new  
students enrolling Fall 2013 
PCCinfo.com/FreeTuition



PENSACOLA 
CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGER

* Tuition, room & board; room & board may be taxable.  
  This limited-time offer expires May 15, 2013, and is open only to U.S. and 

Canadian citizens.  PCC reserves the right to change tuition, room and 
board, and other fees as deemed necessary by the Administration, includ-
ing any necessary changes to the One-Year-Free PCC Package.  PCC does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, or national origin.573-202-2000

www.mfwbooks.com

Complete Curriculum
Preschool through High School

http://abekaacademy.org
http://pccinfo.com/freetuition
http://www.mfwbooks.com
http://www.ohioansforfreedom.com
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History Begins at Creation.

Johannes Gutenburg —
movable-type printing press

1450
Fall of Constantinople
1453

Martin Luther posts 
95 Theses

1517

In the beginning . . . .Gen. 1:1

BJU Press prepares your child for 
the future by challenging him 

to think biblically and critically about 
the past.

That past .  .  . begins with Creation.

Go to bjupress.com/go/heritage to 
learn more about our history textbooks.

© 2012 BJU Press. All rights reserved

bjupress.com  |  800.845.5731

MIDDLE-SCHOOL
SCIENCE

IS A
DIFFERENT 

ANIMAL
Your child has outgrown bean 
sprouts and bubble wands. But 
who says science can’t still be 

fun? Apologia’s award-winning 
middle school science courses help students 
transition to the next level of discovery while 
preparing them for the rigors of 
high school science courses. 
And parents don’t need 
to know a photon from 
a photosphere because 
every Apologia textbook 
comes with free Help 
Line support!

STUDENT
NOTEBOOKS

Now
Available!

apologia.com 888-524-4724
www.facebook.com/apologia@apologiaworld

http://www.bjupress.com
http://www.ohioasamerica.org
http://www.apologia.com
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Cornerstone Learning Connections 
“serving homeschoolers since 1992”  

 

Order 1000’s of homeschool and Christian resources  
     at our Amazon store online  
 amazon.com/shops/cornerstonelearningconnections  

or email brianyocom@gmail.com 
to save on shipping.  
Plus there are 1000’s of additional 
titles we can have in a few days. 
 

Mini-conference / curriculum fairs  
for support groups  

 

Wings to Soar 
Online Virtual School 

“where outside the box learners 
get wings to soar” 

www.wingstosoaronline.com 
 

  Online Classes 
 flexible & customized  
 5th-12th Grade 
 designed by a teacher with 

years of experience with 
students with LD, dyslexia, 
ADHD, & Asperger’s 

Online 1-1 Services: 
 dyslexia tutoring 
 writing coaching 
 assessment 
 consultation 
 accountability & support 

RIGHTSTART ™

Helping children understand, apply, and enjoy mathematics.

by Activities for Learning, Inc.

MATHEMATICS

Check us out at 
RightStartMath.com

1
10

100
1000

http://www.cheohome.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=104&Itemid=157
http://www.personhoodohio.com
http://www.wingstosoaronline.com
http://www.rightstartmath.com
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888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com

Find What You’re 
Searching For…
Find What You’re Find What You’re 

888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com

2013 catalog 

available early 

June, request 

one online!

Learning Tools for Homes and Schools

At Rainbow, you’ll fi nd low prices on all 
your favorite curriculum products and 
always free, helpful advice from our 
curriculum consultants. Visit our 
website to browse over 40,000 
products (new items added 
monthly!), live chat or email 
our consultants, watch our new 
consultant workshop videos, download 
our catalogs, and much more!

See you at the CHEO convention 
June 20th - 22nd!

http://www.mathusee.com
http://www.ourproductsonline.com
http://www.totallanguageplus.com
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A Beka Book Homeschool textbooks and 
teaching aids available for nursery through 
grade 12, including 

• day-by-day homeschool  
curriculum / lesson plans

• complete child and parent  
kits (K–6) or subject kits (1–6)

• FREE shipping at Materials Displays

Textbooks & Materials     
for Homeschooling

Excellence in Education from a Christian Perspective
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I homeschooled my three children for 
12 years (one with special needs) and 
now that they are grown I work full time  
tutoring children with reading problems 
and helping homeschooling parents set up 
curriculum.

You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or 
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City 
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or 
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.

I will also include (if you desire) a 
free informal reading  
evaluation for any of 
your children if you 
schedule it during your 
portfolio assessment.

Seminar topics and  
workshop titles are 

available on the 
website.

Member of 
HSLDA, CHEO 

and Home on the 
Rock (local 

support 
group)

Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

Collect Box Tops 
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands 
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from 
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission 
of box tops is February 15, 2013. Box tops can be mailed to the 
CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shop-
ping or recycling ink cartridges at 
your favorite office store. Use the 
following Reward Numbers. If you 
forget the number, then use our phone 
number to have the Rewards Points  
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank 
you for sharing with us!

Staples:  4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658

Rewards
card

http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.thereadingdocinc.com
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.creatingamasterpiece.com
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157


38 The Companion – January/February 2013

http://www.appleseedusa.org
http://www.ccodebate.org
http://ohiochristian.edu/trailblazer-academy
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Financial Hope
with Achievable Tips and Tools

NY Times Best Selling Authors
and Home School Parents

NY Times Best Selling Authors
and Home School Parents

NY Times Best Selling Authors

Steve & Annette Economides
Visit MoneySmartFamily.com  or 

Facebook.com/AmericasCheapestFamily

Financial Hope
The MoneySmart FamilyThe MoneySmart Family

Financial Hope
The MoneySmart Family

Financial Hope

®The MoneySmart Family®The MoneySmart Family

CHEOQuarterPageAd2012.indd   1 9/18/12   8:11:02 PM

CHEO is looking for photos of Ohio homeschool 
families for use in our publications and Web site. If 
you have a “homeschooling moment” captured in a 
photograph and would like to share it with us, please 
follow the submission guidelines below. Thank you!

•	 Send	high	resolution	(300	dpi,	jpeg	files)	photos	as	
attachments to an e-mail message. We cannot use 
photos that are embedded in the body of the e-mail. 

•	 Include the name of the photographer so that we may 
give credit where credit is due. 

•	 Send your photos to erin@cheohome.org. 
 Submitted photos will be used exclusively by CHEO, and 

will not be resold to third parties. Submission of photos does 
not guarantee use in our publications.

candid
reading

cooking
playing

building

learning

Make Learning Easier This Year!

For use with teenagers, adolescents, 
and young children.

Dianne Craft, is the president of Child Diagnostics, Inc., Denver, CO

www.diannecraft.org

A 2-hour parent training
program that brings real results.

Learn to teach your child/teenager
how to store information in
his/her strong, right brain

for permanent storage. 

“Teaching the Right Brain Child” DVD
by Dianne Craft, MA, CNHP

Train Your Child’s Photographic Memory
and

    Spelling         Right Brain Phonics         Sight Word Strategy
    Reading Comprehension Strategy         Test Taking Study Skills
    Math Facts and Processes

See a 2-to-3-year growth in
spelling in one year…

...no matter what other
programs you have used!

http://www.moneysmartfamily.com
mailto:erin%40cheohome.org?subject=Photo%20Submission
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by Eric Jones

As I was reading through the story of Noah this 
morning, I had some interesting thoughts about the 
importance of a father’s faith and how it can bring 
blessing and protection to his entire family. Men…our 
faith matters.

Noah was a righteous man and was considered 
blameless. So when God decided to purge the earth 
of the evil that man had created, He recognized Noah 
and made plans to save him. However, we see that God 
ended up saving more than just Noah. He also decided 
to save Noah’s wife, his sons and his sons’ wives. 

It is interesting that scripture does not mention 
that any of these family members were righteous and 
blameless or walking with God. So why were they 
spared? Was it because God had to repopulate the 
earth and needed them for that task? God could have 
started all over with just Noah and his wife. 

Was it because the sons helped their father build the 
ark and this was their reward? Was it the faith of the 
sons and their wives that saved them? In Hebrews, it 
only mentions that it was the faith of Noah that actually 
saved his entire family from the pain and destruction 
of the epic flood. 

Do not think that I am advocating that a father’s faith 
can provide eternal salvation for his family. For you see, 
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the ark only saved them from the serious storms of 
this life and the judgment of God for a period of time. 
They all eventually died and were accountable to God 
individually. 

However, as men, we can never underestimate the 
importance that our faith plays in the life of our entire 
family. The faith and obedience of a father can protect 
his family from many storms in this life. It can provide 

that spiritual “hedge of protection” that is wide enough 
to shelter others. 

Men, it is humbling and exciting to know that our 
faith affects more than just our lives. When we say yes 
to God and pursue Him, our families are blessed. Let’s 
not take our role as fathers and spiritual leaders of our 
families lightly. We can set the tone, provide a covering, 
and affect generations to come. 

The stakes are 
high, so let ’s put 
our trust in God, 
c i r c u m c i s e  o u r 
hearts to the Lord, 
and live out who we 
are in Christ. 

May we “find favor 
in the eyes of the 
Lord” and be called 
“ r i g h t e o u s  a n d 
blameless among 
the people” just 
as Noah was. And 
may our families be 
invited onto the ark 
in times of trouble 
and turmoil because 
of our faith.f

E r i c  J o n e s  i s  a 
h o m e s c h o o l  d a d , 
the Lead Pastor of 
Evident Life Church 
in Gilbert, Arizona, 
and the Director of 
the East Valley House 
of Prayer (EVHOP). 
Eric and his wonderful 
wife, Velvet, have been 
married for 20 years 
and are blessed with 
one daughter  and 
three sons.
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