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One of the most important elements of the successful 
homeschool is the library. Granted, not many 
homeschooling families have an actual “library,” but 

most homeschoolers I know have lots of shelves in 
various parts of the house, chock full of excellent 

resources for developing minds.
Well-chosen books can feed a child’s curiosity 

and introduce new topics of study, creating an 
enjoyable lifestyle of learning. Parents, reading 

books aloud with children and providing 
materials for independent perusal, are the 

gateway through which a child grows 
in knowledge. How do homeschooling 

families build a library that, on the one 
hand, makes best use of financial 

resources, and on the other hand, is 
comprehensive enough to provide 

a solid educational framework? I’d 
like to offer you some “from-the-

trenches” suggestions.

BREAK IT DOWN
As homeschoolers, we 

often feel we have to have 
it all when it comes to 

educational resources. 
We compare ourselves 

to the public school 
system and to other 

homeschoolers, 
and worry that 
a  d e a r t h  o f 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
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materials (especially books!) will negatively impact our 
children’s academic success. Not to mention, some of 
us are simply bibliophiles at heart, and homeschooling 
is just a convenient excuse to feed a book addiction. So 
one of the first steps in building a homeschool library 
is to take a realistic look at what we need.

REFERENCE BOOKS
Some reference books are essential: a Bible, 

dictionary, thesaurus, world atlas and a concordance 
for Bible study. Ideally, you would invest in sturdy 
editions that can withstand lots of use. Also consider 
a writer’s guide: Writers INC (Sebranek, Meyer, 
and Kemper) is a comprehensive guide for younger 
students, or there’s the standard Chicago Manual of 
Style for the mature writer. As a Christian family, we 
have appreciated both Foxe’s Book of Martyrs and 
Martyr’s Mirror. These are essential stories of the faith 
that are both inspiring and challenging.

We have also been concerned that our family is 
well-versed in homemaking and homesteading skills as 
well as emergency preparedness, so several volumes 
on our shelf address these vital areas. Two books that 
we have found most helpful are The Encyclopedia of 
Country Living (Carla Emery) and The Self-Sufficient 
Life and How to Live it (John Seymour). We also have 
references on gardening, herbology, the slaughter 
and preservation of meat, home medicine, food 
preservation (canning, drying, and root cellaring), 
disaster preparedness and solar cooking.

Encyclopedias, once a mainstay in the home library, 
seem to have faded from use, as old versions tend to 
be outdated and newer edition are often too expensive 
to be practical. However, a set of encyclopedias can 
replace many individual books and provide an overview 
of information on a variety of topics—perfect for the 
young learner! An older set of encyclopedias can often 
be found inexpensively online on Ebay or—if you’re 
fortunate—at a local Good Will. Even if the information 
on some topics isn’t current, there is much in the body 
of knowledge that doesn’t change. Consider a set of 
encyclopedias for your home library, or (in the interest 
of space and finances), get a single volume such as 
the Scholastic Children’s Encyclopedia or other, larger 
volumes that touch upon a number of topics. For 
example, we have The Encyclopedia of Science and 
Tell Me About History, both of which were purchased 
fairly inexpensively at Sam’s Club.

SOMETHING FROM EACH 
SUBJECT AREA

We strive to provide our children with a breadth of 
resources, going into depth only where there will be 
sustained interest or if the subject will likely appeal to 

more than one child in our family. As such, our home 
library includes a number and variety of young children’s 
favorites for early reading and reading aloud.

For school-age children, we have a handful of books 
on key topics across the various subject areas. We 
introduce science topics with series like The Magic 
School Bus or Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science. The If 
You…series by Scholastic (ex., If You Lived in Colonial 
Times, If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad, 
and If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island) is an 
engaging introduction to many historical periods and 
topics. Books like Hungry Planet and Material World 
(Menzel) address both geography and cultural issues. 
We even touch upon math topics with books like How 
Much is a Million?, How Many Ways Can you Cut a Pie, 
The Big Book of Brain Games, and so on. As a Christian 
family, we would also not be without various missionary 
stories and biographies. Our favorites include the YWAM 
International Adventures series and many historically-
based fictional stories from Rod & Staff.

MIX IT UP
Along with a wide variety of subject matter in our 

homeschool library, we strive to provide our children 
with a mix of genres: fiction, non-fiction, short stories, 
biographies, autobiographies, prose and poetry, legends 
and myths (though we are selective about these), fables, 
and so on. Though not all of the children appreciate all of 
the types of literature, there is enough for them to gain 
an appreciation of the various styles of writing.

If you have a number of children in various ages 
and stages, your library will probably, by default, be a 
bit larger. As much as you can, choose books that will 
appeal to children of many ages. Often books that the 
older children read independently, I will read aloud to 
the little ones. Even if they can’t read text, the little ones 
can (and do) look at pictures in the big kids’ books and 
make up their own “stories.” Be thoughtful and selective 
about what you add to your library, but don’t forget that 
books are an integral part of lifelong learning. Personally, 
we do not have TV or video games, so for us, books are 
an alternative investment in creativity and activity. We 
want to be sure that there is “something for everyone”.

CURRICULUM
Of course, no homeschool library is complete without 

curriculum—and this is often where an abundance of 
choices leads to parental angst. Do we need grammar 
and spelling and literature and writing curricula (and that 
for each grade level)? What about different children with 
different learning styles—what worked for one may not 
work for another. Our shelves can be full of curricula 
and our wallets quickly become empty! Curriculum may 
be a “necessary evil,” but very often, less is more. So 
pray, research your options well, use what you have, 
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take what you’re given, and make use of free or 
inexpensive resources (online, library, etc.) as much 
as possible. Much more has been said on the subject 
of curriculum selection in previous newsletters, but this 
will have to suffice.

“LIVING BOOKS”
As much as possible, stock your library with what 

Charlotte Mason referred to as “Living Books”—those 
that are engaging, informative, and not full of (as Ms. 
Mason so aptly put it), “twaddle.” We try to make sure 
that the majority of the books in our library fit this 
description. We don’t fill our children’s minds overly 
much with fairy tales, cartoons, and stories just for 
stories’ sake. Books are meant to teach, encourage, 
inspire, and instruct.

One resource I’ve found invaluable in selecting these 
types of books (whether to purchase or to get from the 
library) is Books Children Love: A Guide to the Best 
Children’s Literature (Elizabeth Wilson).

Living books are perfect for a parent to read aloud 
to children, or are usually engaging enough to hold the 
interest of an independent reader. You can find such 
books in every subject area and on just about every 
topic imaginable! For more information about “living 
books” and the Charlotte Mason approach, you can 
visit sites like www.SimplyCharlotteMason.com.

BEFORE YOU BUY…
Though it is important to have a good selection 

of books at home, it is vital that we not get “carried 
away” by what we think we need to have. Before 
you purchase books, take some time to assess the 
resource, consider its value to your homeschool, and 
think about whether or not its content is similar to 
something you may already have.

If it is a significant investment, ask friends for their 
opinion about it, or look for reviews online. I find 
Amazon.com reviews particularly helpful in deciding 
if a book will be right for us. Quite honestly, there are 
times when I’ve had my cart full books at Amazon, but 
after reading reviews on some of them, I’ve deleted 
quite a few. Every little bit helps on the budget, and 
there’s no point in picking up books that aren’t going 
to meet your family’s goals and objectives.

Finally, before you pull the trigger on a purchase, 
wait. Don’t be shy about praying about what you think 
you need. God supplies all our needs, but not all of 
our wants. Allow Him control of your situation, and 
you will often find that He works in unusual ways to 
bless you—even when it comes to populating your 
homeschool library

Remember, you don’t have to buy every book that 
you think will be beneficial. Your local public library is 
an excellent resource—take advantage of it! This is 

a great way to get the benefits of literature without the 
expense, considering that often children will only want to 
read a book once or certain subjects are only of interest 
at certain times.

One of my kids’ favorite days of the month is “Library 
Day!” because they get “new” books. They do nothing 
but read for days afterward, it seems. If you can’t get to 
the library or don’t use it, for one reason or another, you 
can still add some variety to your personal library and 
keep things fresh and interesting by organizing a “book 
swap” through your homeschool group or just with a 
friend or two. Or, consider rotating what’s on your shelf 
by participating on sites like Paperback Book Swap. 
Finally, you can re-sell single books on Amazon.com 
or “lots” of books on Ebay, and purchase new books in 
the same way with the money you earn.

FREE AND NEAR-FREE 
LIBRARY ADDITIONS

One way we’ve added to our library over the years 
is through Freecycle (www.freecycle.org). Sign up for 
your local group’s list and watch for offers of books, or 
post an occasional request. Many years ago, a teacher 
happened to post an offer for many of the books from 
her personal collection, which contained both teacher 
reference items and children’s books. I was like a kid 
in a candy store when she told me to peruse shelf after 
shelf in her classroom and just take what I wanted! Most 
of those volumes are still in our collection today.

We also ask for books as gifts for children’s birthdays, 
or use gift cards to purchase books on our wish-list. 
Granted, we occasionally grapple with what to do with 
a gift book that isn’t something that we prefer, but those 
instances are few and far between.

Finally, don’t forget about books that are free 
in the public domain from electronic sources like 
Google books or www.gutenberg.org. You can also 
pick up many great resources on sites like www.
HomeschoolFreebieoftheDay.com. Of course you can 
read them on the computer, but it’s hard to know what 
you have, and reading on-screen can be irritating. Not 
only that, but computer time is often at a premium in a 
homeschooling household.

I usually purchase a bunch of plastic portfolios when 
they are on sale at the beginning of the school year, 
and store printed e-books in those. Other homeschool 
families keep them in small binders, or even secure 
the hole-punched pages with brads and duct-tape the 
“binding.” Of course, these printed ebooks can be hard 
to label, may not store as neatly, and aren’t as durable 
as bound books—but it is an inexpensive way to add to 
your homeschool library nonetheless.

Continues on page 20

http://www.simplycharlottemason.com/
http://www.paperbackswap.com
http://www.freecycle.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.homeschoolfreebieoftheday.com/
http://www.homeschoolfreebieoftheday.com/


6 The Companion – January/February 2013

By Russell D. Moore

The American people have decided that Barack 
Obama should have a second term. And, behind 
them, in the mystery of providence, God has decided 
that Barack Obama would be re-elected. So how 
should Christians respond to our once and future 
President?

Many of us have some disagreements with the 
President. As a conservative Christian, I believe 
unborn children have certain inalienable rights, 
including the right to life, and I wish President Obama 
would work to protect them. I believe freedom of 
conscience is the preeminent right in a civil society, 

and the Administration’s incursions on religious liberty 
are troubling. I don’t plan to back down one bit on 
these matters, even as our forefathers Isaac Backus 
and John Leland relentlessly stood up to the founding 
generation of leaders on behalf of religious freedom 
and human dignity.

We are going to disagree with the President on some 
(important) things; there will be other areas where we 
can work with the President. But whether in agreement 
or disagreement, we can honor. Honor doesn’t mean 
blanket endorsement.

I am always amazed by those Christians who will 
dispute the command to honor, arguing that “kings” in 
our system are the people, and therefore we’re called 

Christians,
Let’s 
Honor 
the 
President
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to honor the Constitution but not elected officials. 
But the Scripture doesn’t command honor simply for 
the ultimate authority (which is, of course, ultimately 
God, in any case). Humanly speaking, the ultimate 
political authority in the New Testament context was 
the Emperor. And yet, the Apostle Peter specifically 
calls the people of Christ not only to show submission 
to the emperor “as supreme” but also to “governors” (1 
Peter 2:13-14). The Apostle Paul calls on the churches 

to pray and to show thanksgiving for “kings” (plural) 
and for “all who are in high positions” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

Paul imitated this when he showed due respect to 
the governor Felix, referring to him with the honorific 
title “his Excellency, the governor” (Acts 23:26), even 
as he appealed his way up through the political 
process of the Roman Empire of his time. Paul 
showed thanksgiving for Felix, despite his part in a 
system with which Paul disagreed at some important 
points, for his “reforms” for the common good.

 Behind that is a more general command to “honor 
everyone” (1 Peter 2:17), to pray for “all people” (1 
Timothy 2:1). We are to not only pay our taxes but 
give “respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed” (Romans 13:7).

Christians, above all people, should pray for and 

show respect for our President and all of our elected 
officials. After all, unlike those who see politics as the 
“ultimate”, we recognize that our political structures are 
important, but temporal, before the kingdom of Christ. 
We don’t then need to be fomented into the kind of 
faux outrage that passes for much of contemporary 
political discourse. And, unlike those who see history 
as impersonal or capricious, we see behind everything 
a God who is sovereign over his universe.

So let’s pray for President Obama. 
Let’s not give ourselves to terms of 
disrespect, or every crazy conspiracy 
theory that floats across the Internet.

Tha t  doesn ’ t  mean s lav ish 
obedience. In a democratic republic, 
the President and the Congress 
govern by the consent of the governed. 
We appeal to our elected officials, and 
lobby them for the common good, 
expressing disagreement when 
we must. But we do this, as Paul 
does before Felix and Agrippa, with 
respect and honor, even as he seeks 
to persuade them of the need for 
religious liberty and as he preaches 
“righteousness and self-control and 
the coming judgment” (Acts 24:25).

However we voted in the election; 
let’s pray for God to bless our 
President. We can pray for him to be 
granted wisdom and health. We can 
pray that God would prosper his good 
ideas, and change his mind on his 
bad ideas. Moreover, we can teach 
our children to respect our President, 

starting with referring to him as “President Obama” 
or “Our President,” not as “Obama” or “the guy our 
parents voted against” or what have you.

There’s a time to vote. There’s a time to campaign. 
And there’s a time to petition. But, through it all, let’s 
be the people who, even as we speak with conviction, 
are marked by kindness and respect. When we have 
to differ with President Obama, let’s do that, with 
backbone. But let’s make sure we do all this with honor, 
with respect, with prayer and, most of all, with love.

Let’s render unto Caesar, as free people with 
natural rights. Because we know as believers that we 
will eternally say “Jesus is Lord,” we can as citizens 
temporally say, “Hail to the chief.” f

Reprinted from Moore to the Point blog: 
www.russellmoore.com/blog

http://www.russellmoore.com/blog/
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Five hundred homeschoolers from across 
Ohio registered for Christian Home Educators 
of Ohio’s first Capitol Day held in Columbus on 
November 15th. The families enjoyed tours of 
the beautiful Ohio Statehouse, classical music 
by homeschool students, one-on-one visits with 
their legislators and special speakers which 
included: Ohio Senate President Pro Tempore 
Keith Faber, Ohio Auditor Dave Yost, Ohio 
Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor, Ohio Speaker 
of the House Bill Batchelder, Ohio Director of 
Natural Resources Jim Zehringer and HSLDA 
Attorney Michael Donnelly Esq. CHEO was 
recognized from the floor of the Ohio Senate 
and the Ohio House of Representatives. What 
a blessing to see homeschool families in the 
halls of the Ohio Statehouse praying with their 
legislators and handing them a home-made treat 

to thank them for serving us! It doesn’t get much 
better than this!! 

 “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is 
that good men do nothing.” Edmund Burke

For those families that came to Capitol Day, 
thank you for doing “something”. Capitol Day 
awarded you the opportunity for your family to 
become familiar with the Ohio Statehouse, your 
legislators and other government officials. We pray 
that this is the launching pad to a great personal 
relationship between the Ohio home educating 
families and their legislators. Home educated 
students walked away with a better understanding 
of how our state government works. There is no 
doubt we are educating the next generation of 
leaders here in Ohio and maybe the nation. Keep 
the vision and be sure to watch for details about 
the 2013 Capitol Day. It is well worth the trip! f

We would like to thank the companies that 
made donations for our door prizes: HSLDA, 
Ohio Teen Pact, Notgrass Company, We 
the People Fight Tyranny Game, Institute for 
Excellence in Writing, Red Barn Designs and 
Jay Ryan of Classical Astronomy. Thanks to the 
CHEO Board of Directors for making this day 
possible. The CHEO Board and Representatives 
were serving throughout the day. A special 
thanks to Alexandra Fisher who directed the 
homeschool orchestra, our legislative liaison 
Melanie Elsey who stepped in to give extra tours 
and Stephanie Garrett who worked tirelessly 
to coordinate this event. Thank you for all who 
contributed to make this event so successful.
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By Tracy Klicka

During election weekend my three children still at 
home volunteered to do what they could as non-voting 
age citizens to help make a difference in Tuesday’s 
presidential election. We live in a county in northern 
Virginia where every single vote could make a real 
impact on the overall result in the election in our state. 
They made hours of phone calls, walked several miles 
and knocked on thousands of doors with a team of 
over 60 kids and parents over four days.

 
They did indeed have some challenges that 

weekend, but I was proud of how they pressed through 
them with God’s help:

•  Charity sprained her ankle the first day, but that 
didn’t stop her from going door-to-door. She was 
committed for the long haul (or the long limp!)

• Amy got yelled at by an unhappy citizen who 
was tired of getting campaign phone calls and 
door-knockers… by God’s grace, my quiet, shy 
child remained nonplussed and cheerful.

• My son John didn’t just walk door-to-door; he 
ran! He was a bundle of upbeat energy putting 
up lawn signs and handing out literature for 
conservative candidates. Even when, after hours 
of hard work he got tired, I was told by his team 

leader and legal assistant at HSLDA that John 
stayed focused, encouraging the other boys on 
his team with humble leadership skills. 

Hoping to have at least a strong showing for our three 
conservative candidates, we went to bed that night, 
praying for God’s help with the election results and 
trusting Him for His wise plan, regardless of the outcome.

 
The next morning when my children saw that two 

of their three candidates lost the statewide election in 
Virginia, they were dismayed. They know God is all-wise 
and all-powerful, but they couldn’t help be disheartened 
by the results to all the effort they made.

 
One of the first responses Charity had was, “I feel 

like my hard work was a waste. We didn’t even win our 
county, after the thousands of doors we knocked on.” 
As a mom who just watched her three youngest children 
work very, very hard for four days with great focus, self-
denial and cheerfulness, I was sincerely feeling their pain 
and disappointment. “Oh, Lord, how can I encourage 
these young people?” I silently prayed.

 
After searching the scriptures for what might inform 

the hearts of my children, I discovered four truths to help 
them (and me!) respond to the disappointing election 
results with faith and hope in the Lord.
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Our labor is not in vain when we do it 
unto the Lord. 

My late husband Chris’s favorite verse was 1 
Corinthians 15:58, which says,

 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”

 
With advanced MS, which came with many falls, 

injuries, and increasing limitations, Chris was regularly 
tempted to think his life didn’t amount to much. He 
loved to share the gospel, mentor our children and 
other young people in Christ, and devoted his life to 
protecting and advancing homeschooling freedoms. 
He stood on 1 Corinthians 15:58 even when it became 
nearly impossible to stand or walk.

 
Likewise, our efforts to please God and work 

for His glory matter. This includes studying, doing 
chores, serving our families, honoring parents, 
running a household, loving our spouse, sharing the 
gospel, ministering to the needy, and yes, even doing 
campaign work. We might not see the good results we 
hope and pray for, but we can know, in God’s eternal, 
holy perspective, it is surely not in vain.

 
God is sovereign over all nations, 
rulers and history. 

While my children and I were disappointed that more 
candidates who support a biblical definition of marriage 
and life did not win in this year’s election, we can take 
great encouragement in remembering God is the 
sovereign King over the universe. The Bible clearly 
declares God’s power and authority over all men and 
nations:

“Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah 
and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord before the new 
court, and he said, “O Lord, the God of our fathers, are 
You not God in the heavens? And are You not ruler over 
all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are 
in Your hand so that no one can stand against You.” 
~2 Chronicles 20:5-6

 

Regardless of how the election results came through, 
ultimately no one can stand against God. His purposes 
and plans will stand. We work with all our might as 
unto the Lord, knowing ultimately He is the one who 
establishes kings and removes kings.

It is God who gives the victory.
 
“There is no wisdom and no understanding and no 

counsel against the Lord. The horse is prepared for the 
day of battle, but victory belongs to the Lord.” ~Proverbs 
21:30-31

 
My children, along with over 1,600 young homeschooled 

students and their parents were very prepared for 
Election Day. They had literature and talking points, 
enthusiasm and conviction. They had walking maps 
and phone numbers to call. I certainly had prepared 
my ‘horse’ for the day of battle, driving my SUV through 
neighborhood after neighborhood to get these kids to the 
doors they needed to knock on. Proverbs 21 reminds us, 
however, that no matter how prepared man is, victory 
belongs to the Lord. Had our candidates won on Election 
Day, we still could not take the credit; the triumph always 
goes to our God alone.

We need endurance!

 “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which 
has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, 
so that when you have done the will of God, you may 
receive what was promised.” ~Hebrews 10:35-36 

 
What should motivate us most in this life is knowing 

that there is an eternal reward awaiting us at the end of 
this life if we are in Christ. The power to endure comes 
from God’s promise, not that we are guaranteed to see 
victory in this life necessarily, but surely are in the next. 
Knowing that heaven is our real home and that we have a 
great reward coming is very freeing for Christ’s followers. 
We can press on in faithfulness, doing good, and working 
for righteousness, while asking our all-wise, all-powerful 
God for His blessing and help, and leaving the outcome 
of all our efforts in His hands. Press on in the journey!

 
There’s no place like home,

   Tracy Klicka f
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by Renee Tougas
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By Maribeth Spangenberg

“For not from the east or from the west 
and not from the wilderness comes lifting 
up, but it is God who executes judgment, 
putting down one and lifting up another…” 
-Psalm 75: 6-7

When the results of this presidential 
election were announced, I felt downcast in 
my spirit. Lying in bed that night, I sensed 
a little voice inside of me say, “BUT GOD 
allowed it.”

 
And that is what I need to cling to….BUT 
GOD. He is the One who is in control. He is 
the One who sees all, knows all and allows 
all. Although America is not worthy of His 
mercy, but rather His judgment, I can still 
pray for a better America for my children and 
grandchildren. In the light of the result of this 
recent election, I see even more my need 
to pray for my children and grandchildren, 
that God will grant them continuing grace 
to stand strong for truth, especially in the 
light of America’s lack of it. As a mother and 
grandmother, I need to continue “standing in 
the stead” for my future generations…..no 
matter what is going on around me.

Standing In the Stead
We’re standing in the stead, 
Of another generation. 
For all that we do now, 
Definitely bears relation, 
To how they live their lives, 
So it’s important that we know, 
Decisions that we make, 
Determine how THEIR lives will go. 
Please pray before you “do,” 
And make each decision matter. 
For if it’s wrong you choose, 
In the future, lives can shatter.

It is in God’s power to turn this nation 
around. But He will not force His hand upon 
a people who reject Him, His Person, His 
commandments, His Word and His Son. As 
Christians, we can only pray and hope and 
remember that our citizenship is not here on 
earth, but in heaven. f

Prayer: 
Thank you, Lord, for allowing me to be born 

in the country of America! Although we don’t 
deserve it, I ask for your mercy and grace on 
our nation. I pray for grace and strength for 
my future generations, that like Daniel, they 
can continue to stand strong for you, with a 
testimony that will not grow lax.
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By Michael P. Donnelly, Esq.,  
 Director of International Relations

 With classes set to begin in less than a month, 
Sam and Robert Pritcher (names changed to protect 
privacy) received an email from the college where 
they were enrolled stating that because they were 
homeschooled and did not have a GED more than 
half of their financial aid had been withdrawn. 

With tuition becoming increasingly expensive, Sam 
and Robert’s Federal Pell grants were a critical part 
of their college financing. Not having the aid could 
have meant not going back to school.

The brothers were victims of a commonly 
misunderstood provision of the Federal Student Aid 
Handbook concerning the eligibility of homeschool 
students for federal financial aid. Under an old policy, 
students used to be eligible for funds by taking an 
“ability-to-benefit” test. A new policy removed this 
option, but some colleges and universities mistakenly 
thought that this removed the eligibility of homeschool 
students, too.

After Mrs. Pritcher contacted HSLDA, Staff 
Attorney Mike Donnelly put his experience in helping 
homeschool students with college application and 
financial aid issues into action. Donnelly and his 
assistant, Gregory Escobar, gathered the relevant 
documentation and sent a firm letter to the college’s 
financial aid director, explaining the law and urging 
the official to reinstate the funds. 

Federal law specifically recognizes homeschool 
students as eligible for federal financial aid if 
the student “has completed a secondary school 
education in a homeschool setting … under state 
law.” Homeschool students are not required to get a 
GED or have a diploma from a public school.

Soon after receiving Donnelly’s letter, the college 
financial aid office amended its policy and returned 
the federal grants.

“We thought we were safe from having any issues,” 
Mrs. Pritcher said. “This was a wake-up call that we 
must continue to be vigilant for homeschoolers even 
if we have finished our days of homeschooling.” 

HSLDA is pleased to serve our members and 
resolve big problems. Whether you are just starting 
out, or graduating your last student, HSLDA is here 
to provide you the support you need to homeschool 
with confidence. And when your students walk with 
that diploma in hand to start off on a new adventure, 
we are blessed to be able to celebrate with you. f

Mike serves HSLDA as director of international affairs and 
as staff attorney for member affairs in the states of Colorado, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Ohio, 
West Virginia, Wyoming, and the District of Columbia. As 
director of international affairs he coordinates HSLDA’s support 
of homeschooling freedom all over the world. Mike is also an 
adjunct professor of government at Patrick Henry College where 
he teaches constitutional law. He received a juris doctorate from 
the Boston University School of Law with honors as a Paul J. 
Liacos Scholar. He is a member of the bars of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, West Virginia, the District of Columbia, and the 
United States Supreme Court.

Mike is an internationally published writer and frequent 
conference speaker on the subject of homeschooling, 
educational freedom, parental and human rights. He and his 
wife homeschool their seven children. 

We are blessed to have Mike Donnelly serving the families 
of Ohio by protecting our homeschooling rights.
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Bluestocking Guide: Political Philosophies
By: Kathryn Daniels (Editor)

Designed to enhance students’ understanding and retention of 
the subject matter presented in Are you Liberal, Conservative or  
Confused? Includes comprehension questions, application questions, 
and research/essay assignments.

Frozen Assets: Cook for a Day, Eat for a Month 
By Deborah Taylor-Hough 

While it may seem like an outrageous idea, the author of these books 
cooks all of her meals for an entire month in a single day (actually 
about seven hours), removing the burden of heavyweight cooking for 
the month. She begins by spelling out her reasoning and logic for 
cooking this way and addressing any reservations you might have. 
Next, she walks you through her typical day of cooking. Chapter four 
is loaded with all the information you’ll need to get started, including 
menu planning, making your shopping list, shopping tips, cooking 

and freezing tips, thawing and serving, and preparation steps. The next chapter offers you 
a sample thirty-day line-up - which meals the author is going to make, her shopping list, 
her preparation plan, and the actual recipes. The last chapter holds money saving tips and 
grocery ideas and advice meals (such as for gifts) and recommended resources. In the very 
back of the book, there are blank calendar. If you’d like to lessen stress come suppertime 
without giving up quality meals, this may be a perfect solution for you.

American Patriots Handbook
By George Grant 

Grant has included many of the well-known and lesser-known  
historical works that you would like to lay your hands on when you 
teach American history, such as the Mayflower Compact, Declaration 
of Independence, “Washington’s Inaugural Address”, and the “Gettys-
burg Address.” Altogether, more than 100 writings, speeches, songs, 
and poems that define and reflect our national character are included. 
A great resource for any patriot.

Are You Liberal? Conservative? Or Confused?
By Richard J. Maybury

Your guide to political positions of all kinds, as well as the economic 
policies behind these philosophies. As with all the “Uncle Eric” books, 
this volume offers clear, concise explanations

Click “Support CHEO 
Links” on our Web site 
(cheohome.org) to 
find a link to

All it takes is a simple 
click and you will support 
CHEO with your purchase! 

Thank you! 

http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
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To check out these 
family-friendly  
locations and enjoy 
E X P L O R I N G  our 

beautiful state!

(click on 
the links!)

1

4

3 2

5

1. Central: Perkins Observatory - Delaware 
  www.perkins-observatory.org

2. South Central: Portsmouth Murals - Portsmouth  
  www.portsmouthohiomurals.com/home.php

3. South West: The Glass ReFactory - Georgetown  
  www.glassrefactory.com

4. Northeast: The Children’s Museum of Cleveland - Cleveland 
  www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org

5. Northwest: Toledo Museum of Art - Toledo 
  www.toledomuseum.org
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On Saturday, October 13, 2012, Rachael Fry 
placed first in the Charlotte and W. Alfred Gray 
Competition for grades 10-12 in the Ohio Federation 
of Music Clubs State Convention. The OFMC is the 
premier music organization in the state of Ohio. It is 
the daughter organization of the National Federation 
of Music Clubs and membership is available to music 
teachers (of all instruments) and their students 
throughout the state of Ohio. In order to compete at 
the State Convention, students need to have earned 
a minimum of five consecutive years of Superior 
ratings at their annual judged events. Rachael’s 
events occur annually at Miami University in Oxford. 
For achieving this honor, students are invited to 
compete at the State Convention, held this year in 
Cuyahoga Falls. Rachael played “Zigeunerweisen” 
by Pablo de Sarasate. She was awarded a music 
scholarship for her achievement.

Rachael is the daughter of CHEO members 
David & Robyn Fry and is a junior in high school. 
She has been homeschooled her entire life and 
has taken violin lessons for ten years. Her violin 
teacher in Cincinnati, Marion Peraza de Webb, is 
also a homeschool parent and is passionate about 
spreading the love of music to all of her students. 
Rachael plays first violin in the CSYO (Cincinnati 
Symphony Youth Orchestra), enjoys her popular 
string ensemble, Allegro, and plays in her church’s 
orchestra and bluegrass group. She loves to play 
special music with her sister and friends both at 
church and in local nursing homes. Rachael is the 
second of seven children and daily instructs her two 
youngest siblings in violin.

Rachael is undecided as to her plans after high 
school, although music will play a prominent role 
whether she decides to pursue a degree in music 
or not. Most importantly, she just loves to play. As 
her parents, we are very proud to see her use her 
gifts to glorify the Lord each week in church as well 
as other opportunities around the community. f
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By Dick & Dorothy Karman

Pray Without Ceasing

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.” 1 Timothy 
2: 1-3

We are reminded throughout scripture that God 
individually placed our “rulers” and “those in eminent 
position” in their place of authority. Scripture also tells 
us that it is our responsibility to pray for these men 
and women “that we may lead quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godliness and honesty.”

“We must not lose heart, but remember that “the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” James 5:16

Our quiet and peaceable lives are in the hands 
of our lawmakers. Sixteen of those positions have 
input into areas that directly affect your life. They are 
The President, Senators, Congressmen, Governors, 
State Senators, State Representatives, and the nine 
Supreme Court Justices. Has it ever occurred to you 
to pray for these men and women by name? God 
promises that this prayer “avails much”. 

Pastor Charles Stanley, of Atlanta, Georgia, has 
suggested ten ways to pray:

• Pray that they would realize their daily need for 
cleansing of their sin by Jesus Christ.

• Pray that they would recognize their personal 

inadequacy to fulfill their tasks and that they would 
depend upon God for knowledge, wisdom, and 
the courage to do what is right. 

• Pray that they would reject all counsel that 
violates spiritual principles, trusting God to prove 
them right.

• Pray that they would resist those who would 
pressure them to violate their conscience. 

• Pray that they would reverse the trends of 
socialism and humanism in this nation, both of 
which deify man rather than God.

• Pray that they would be ready to sacrifice their 
personal ambitions and political careers for the 
sake of this nation, if yielding them would be in 
the best interest of their country.

• Pray that they would rely upon prayer and the 
Word of God as the source of their daily strength, 
wisdom and courage.

• Pray they would restore dignity, honor, trust-
worthiness, and Righteousness to the office 
they hold.

• Pray that they would remember to be good 
examples in their conduct to the fathers, mothers, 
sons, and daughters of this nation.

• Pray that they would be reminded daily that they 
are accountable to Almighty God for the decisions 
they make.

Make this a family project and part of your homeschool.

To find the names of your elected officials go to Project 
Vote Smart (votesmart.org). You can also study the 
biographies of the Justices on the US Supreme Court. f

Reprinted with permission from the Oregon Christian Home Education 
Association Network, 17985
Falls City Rd., Dallas, OR 97338. www.oceanetwork.org. Originally 
published April 1995 in Waves.
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Continued from page 5

On a side note, we are excited to launch our 
“Values-Driven Homeschool Library,” where we will be 
introducing public domain works formatted and perfect-
bound at competitive prices for your homeschool library. 
We’re starting with a series of “How to Do it” books for 
boys by J.S. Zerbe: Electricity, Carpentry, and Practical 
Mechanics. Our twelve year old has loved these and 
they are full of practical information and inspiration for 
activity. Our desire is to offer durable paperback reprints 
of classic works at value prices for the homeschool 
family. We have a series for girls planned, as well as a 
host of other books. They can be purchased in single 
volumes or at a bargain, “bundle” price. Be sure to 
check out our first series, and keep your eyes peeled 
for additions in the future: www.ValuesDrivenFamily.
com/homeschoollibrary.

Finally, don’t forget about audio books, which you can 
also find free online at places like www.Librivox.org. You 
can save files to your computer or MP3 player, or even 
burn them to disk for physical storage in your library.

REMOVE TEMPTATION
If you, like me, love books and are tempted in this area 

(to covet or to overspend), I humbly suggest removing 
as much of the temptation as possible. I no longer 
look at catalogs from Christian Book Distributors—I 
almost always throw them right in the garbage—
because chances are, I’ll see some good stuff in there. 
Likewise, I receive email newsletters from Library and 
Educational Services (www.libraryanded.com), which 
are tempting because they have such excellent deals 
(and great resources!), but I’ve gotten in the habit of 
deleting them without looking at them. If what we’re 
using for curriculum is sufficient, I don’t go looking. Last 
but not least, I avoid trips to the book store, and make 
myself walk by the book section at Good Will without 
a second glance.

READ THE BOOKS YOU ALREADY OWN
Think about how large your public library is. How 

many of those books have you read—even if you 

would find many of them interesting, helpful, or even 
“necessary”? Obviously, you probably haven’t even 
picked up a fraction of them. The same can be true of 
your homeschool library.

In preparation for our move to Africa, we had a giant 
yard sale in September. Although we still have a large 
shelf of books left in our living room, I was (what I would 
consider) pretty merciless in culling through our selection. 
Of the many boxes of books that were set out, the majority 
were given away, not sold. Not only that, but there was 
a percentage of those that I’m not sure we ever even 
used. Granted, a lot had been given to us or had been 
purchased fairly inexpensively—but even so, it was a 
sobering exercise.

So don’t add to your personal library for the sake of 
accumulation, thinking, “maybe we will benefit from this.” 
Take, or purchase, only what you know you will use. And 
read—and re-read—what you already have on your shelf. 
Frankly, if you only had a Bible, it *might* be enough!

CONCLUSION
Prayerfully consider each addition to your library—

because even if you “nickel and dime” adding to your 
collection, it is still a significant investment. Don’t 
compare your home library to your public library, the CBD 
book catalog, the inventory at your local homeschool 
convention, or another family’s bookshelves. Focus on the 
essential references and build a small selection of books 
that will appeal to various ages and stages. A homeschool 
library can be slowly built up, in various ways, for free or 
for cheap. But don’t forget, even if you acquire a bunch 
of books for free, if you aren’t actually using them, you 
could be withholding a blessing from another family who 
would benefit from the books as well.

Although it is important to have a collection of books 
for your homeschooling use, don’t fail to address any 
spiritual issues that arise as a result. We’re told not to 
love the world or anything in the world (1 John 2:15) 
and that a man’s life does not consist of the abundance 
of his possessions (Luke 12:15). Further, consider the 
command not to covet (Exodus 20:17). Most importantly, 
remember that we’re not to store up for ourselves 
treasures on earth, but rather concentrate our investment 
in the Kingdom of God and the work that He is doing 
(Matthew 6:19-21). f

(Previously published Values-Driven newsletter.)

http://valuesdrivenfamily.com/homeschoollibrary/
http://www.valuesdrivenfamily.com/homeschoollibrary
http://www.valuesdrivenfamily.com/homeschoollibrary
http://www.librivox.org/
http://www.libraryanded.com/
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HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535

When you support Christian Home Educators of Ohio 
with your membership you’ll receive the following benefits: 

Please Print Clearly

Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Husband’s Name: __________________________ Wife’s Name: __________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ______ 
Zip: ___________________ Ohio County: _____________________________________________
Phone: ( _____) _______________________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Are you an HSLDA Member? - q Yes q No  Add me to the CHEO e-mail list - q Yes q No 
q Are you a Support Group Leader? If so, name your Support Group: _________________________
q Membership fee of $30 enclosed  
q Donation of $ _____ enclosed Please send me _____ additional CHEO brochures for my friends

Become a CHEO Member!

• $10 discount to the annual CHEO convention
• $5 discount on admission to the Creation Museum
• $8 discount on Home School Digest magazine 

• $120 discount on CollegePlus enrollment 
• $40 discount on College In A Bag (CollegePlus) 
• $20 discount on a membership with HSLDA 

Send this form, along 
with your check to:

CHEO
616 Hebron Road, Suite E
Heath, OH 43056-1444

CHEO appreciates your support as you join us in furthering 
home education in Ohio. Become a CHEO member online at  
www.cheohome.org or fill out and mail this form today!

http://www.cheohome.org

