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her. She didn’t even need to see what was actually 
written on the page to know that the amount of print 
represented more time and effort than she felt she 
could handle. We were able to work around this 
by enlarging the print, covering up all problems 
except the one she was working on, and focusing 
on one problem at a time. Without being visually 
overwhelmed, my daughter was able to complete all 
of the work. When I learned that my daughter was 
making decisions based on how the page looked to 
her, I could re-arrange and modify the assignment to 
make it appear more visually manageable. It wasn’t 
the content on the page; it was how the page actually 
looked that was intimidating my daughter.

If your children are old enough to explain their 
decision-making process it can offer valuable insight. 
For example, long after my son was past the picky 
eater stage in his development he occasionally 
refused to even try certain foods. I would ask him 
how he knew he wouldn’t like it if he hadn’t even 
tasted it. One time his response was to shrug his 
shoulders and tell me that “It’s colored funny and 
looks chunky.” This particular food offering was a dip 
that had some small pieces of red and green pepper 

mixed in. Since my son is colorblind I’m not sure what 
it looked like to him, but the appearance was enough 
to suggest to his brain that he might not like it and 
should proceed with extreme caution or else retreat. 
The appearance combined with his past experiences 
with certain textures and tastes influenced my son’s 
decision to decline this particular experience.

We know that young children often learn through 
hands-on experiences, but I think “multi-sensory” is a 
more accurate description. Children learn and make 
decisions based on what they see, smell, taste, touch, 
and hear. Much of this type of learning is incidental 
rather than deliberately taught to them. Children are 
not bound by logic or mature reasoning as much as 
by impressions and past experiences. My children 
did eventually eat chicken drumsticks again…and 
as they matured they were able to express what was 
influencing their decisions. It seems obvious, but is 
so easy to forget that children don’t necessarily think 
the way we do as adults. As we teach them to learn 
our perspectives they can teach us to see things the 
way they do. It’s a fresh, sometimes bewildering, and 
funny way to look at an experience. Learn it, laugh 
with it, and work with it! f
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The Constitution of the United States, Amendment II:

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to 
the security of  a free State, the right of  the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.

This amendment was penned as the second within 
the Bill of Rights and is the focus of a renewed national 
debate on gun laws.What was meant by “militia” and 
how does this amendment serve to protect the security 
of a free State?

The Founders did not create this right out of thin air.
This right to security was based on English common law 
that even predated the Declaration of Independence. 
And the term “well regulated” had nothing to do with 
being controlled by the State. Instead it was a term 
that referred to a general militia that was defined in the 
debates on ratification of the Constitution as the “whole 
people.” The U.S. Supreme Court has held, for example, 
that the National Guard is an integral component of the 
U.S. Army Reserve system (since 1916). It made the 
distinction between special militias (i.e. National Guard) 
and general militias (citizens with privately procured and 
owned arms). [Perpich v. Dept. of Defense, 1990]

In the wake of the nation’s most horrendous school 
massacre, there are policy decisions now being made 
across the country to create more restrictive gun laws.
Connecticut statutes already ban selective types of 
weapons and the perpetrator of the heinous crime at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School was not a licensed gun 
owner.In most of the most tightly regulated areas of the 
country, gun violence is not deterred.In fact, locations 
identified as gun-free zones have clearly created areas 
that can be easily targeted by criminals with no chance 
of self-defense.In addition, we must address the fact 
that one media outlet in New York, The Journal News, 
made an executive decision to publicly disclose (using 
an interactive Google map) the full name and address of 
every single concealed carry permit holder in Westchester 
and Rockland Counties.

We must ask ourselves some serious questions… 
Should states pass laws restrict ing access to 
firearms?Should demographic information on holders 
of gun permits/licenses be a part of a public record and 
publicly published?

Currently Ohio law (RC 2923) governing the issuance 
of a CCW license (carrying a concealed weapon) requires 
(in part) that the applicant:

•	 be at least 21 years of age;

laws.What
air.This
air.This
laws.Connecticut
laws.Connecticut
owner.In
deterred.In
self-defense.In
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•	 be a legal resident of the US and an Ohio 
resident 45 days prior to applying for a license;

•	 be a resident 30 days in the county (or adjoining 
county) where the application is made;

•	 complete a firearms safety course under an 
instructor approved by the NRA or Ohio Peace 
Officer Training Commission (includes 10 hours 
of instruction and 2 hours of experience shoot-
ing a handgun);

•	 undergo a BCI background check to ensure 
he/she is not under indictment, charged with or 
convicted of any felony or misdemeanor offense 
of violence;

•	 not have been adjudicated as a mental defec-
tive, committed to any mental institution, found 
by a court to be mentally ill or an involuntary 
patient

•	 not be the subject to a civil protection order or 
a temporary protection order of an Ohio court 
or a similar protection order issued by another 
state (i.e. restraining order)

Ohio law currently forbids the carrying of a handgun 
into law enforcement offices, airport terminals, airplanes, 
mental health facilities, courthouses, universities, places 
of worship (unless place of worship permits otherwise), 
child day care centers, places where there is a Class 
D liquor permit (unless the CCW license holder is not 
consuming liquor) and any public place where there is 
a sign posted that prohibits the carrying of a firearm. 

There are two pieces of legislation that have been 
introduced in Ohio that warrant our attention. They are 
as follows:

1. SB 18, introduced 2/12/13 by State Senator 
Shirley Smith; currently pending in the Ohio Sen-
ate Criminal Justice Committeewww.legislature.
state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_18 

•	 Establishes a new requirement for the state 
Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investiga-
tion (BCI) to maintain a firearm and ammunition 
transaction database

•	 Forbids any person from knowingly possessing 
or acquiring any “assault weapon”

•	 Defines “assault weapon” to be any automatic 
firearm and any semi-automatic firearm with a 
magazine capacity of ten or more cartridges

This bill would effectively wipe out the lawful 
protective use of many, if not most, handguns 
and many hunting rifles in use today by law-
abiding CCW licensees. It would clearly be an 
unconstitutional overreach of state government.

2..       SB 36, introduced 2/12/13 by State Senator 
Kris Jordan and co-sponsored by State 
Senator Tim Schaffer; currently pending 
in the Ohio Senate Public Safety, Local 

Government, and Veteran Affairs Com-
mittee www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.
cfm?ID=130_SB_36 

•	 Prohibits any agency and its employees from 
seizing a firearm from any person lawfully in 
possession or control of the firearm except 
when a law enforcement officer believes the 
immediate seizure is necessary for the safety 
of the officer or another person, or to preserve 
the firearm as evidence

•	 Prohibits the establishment of a firearm registry.

Clarification:The registry that would be prohibited in 
SB36 is a registry of weapons and is different from 
the registry maintained by the state on CCW license 
holders.

ACTION: Please consider contacting your State 
Senator and your State Representative (if either of 
these bills makes it to the Ohio House). Ask him/her to:

Oppose SB 18  
Support SB 36.

In addition, please contact Senators Kris Jordan and 
Tim Schaffer. Ask them to consider the following ideas 
to improve and strengthen SB 36.

1. The recent public disclosure of the full 
names and addresses of CCW permit 
holders in the state of New York put 
residents of those counties in harm’s way 
and Ohio law does NOT provide protection 
from a similar disclosure. This needs 
remedy.

2. Ohio public records statute (RC 149.43) 
should be amended to exempt the CCP 
database, which is managed by the law 
enforcement automated data system 
(LEADS). This system is under the control 
of the State Highway Patrol, pursuant to 
RC 5503.10 and RC 2923.125.

There are many reasons Ohioans need this protection, 
not the least of which is that the public disclosure 
of households likely to have weapons creates a 
heightened target for criminals to steal them and tells 
violent criminals which homes are not protected. It 
may also disclose the residences of peace officers, 
corrections officers, judges, court officials, etc. and 
create targets for retribution.

Please prayerfully consider taking action to protect 
our freedoms.

CHEO has worked for more than two decades to preserve 
and protect our God-given right to direct the education 
of our children through home education. We deeply 
appreciate your ongoing prayers and support. 

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_18
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_18
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_36
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_36
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Free Planners 
Planning just got easier! Click here to find links to FREE menu, 
cleaning, and weekly planners.Choose from several different 
designs to help create a bit more order in your busy life. 

www.designfinch.com/2011/07/31/sunday-planning

Easel Stories 
Teaching your young child to write creatively can be difficult.
Click here to see an easy fill-in-the-blank exercise that will get 
your child’s creative juices flowing as well as providing an op-
portunity for him/her to practice spelling and handwriting skills. 

www.notimeforflashcards.com/2013/01/
fill-in-the-blank-easel-stories.html

Rebekah lives with her family on 
a beautiful hill in central Ohio. 

She works part-time as an 
English tutor for kids in South 
Korea…as well as a nanny for 

two young girls. She also loves 
spinning and dying speciality 
yarns as a business venture. 

Rebekah is happy to be a part of 
The Companion team and will be 
contributing fun and interesting 

places to visit on the web.

Finger Knitting 

Is your young child interested in knitting, but the idea of handing 
him/her a set of pointy needles makes you uncomfortable?Click 
here to find one mother’s instructions for knitting with your 
fingers! No needles necessary!

www.pretty-ditty.blogspot.
com/2008/07/finger-knitting.html

Number Punch Activity 

What toddler doesn’t like playing with a hole puncher? Click 
here to find a creative way to give your child an opportunity to 
punch holes to his/her heart’s content while practicing counting. 

www.totallytots.blogspot.com/2012/07/
number-punchsimply-made.html

planners.Choose
www.designfinch.com/2011/07/31/sunday
difficult.Click
difficult.Click
www.notimeforflashcards.com/2013/01/fill-in-the-blank-easel-stories.html
www.notimeforflashcards.com/2013/01/fill-in-the-blank-easel-stories.html
http://www.pretty-ditty.blogspot.com/2008/07/finger-knitting.htm
http://www.pretty-ditty.blogspot.com/2008/07/finger-knitting.htm
www.totallytots.blogspot.com/2012/07/number-punchsimply-made.html
www.totallytots.blogspot.com/2012/07/number-punchsimply-made.html
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on a reproduction camera and take 
a picture of it on negative film. That 
film would be “stripped” or taped to an 
orange carrier sheet or flat, a blue-line 
proof (like a blueprint) would be made 
from the negatives, and then a metal 
printing plate would be burned.

3. Finally the plate would be put onto the 
printing press and the actual transfer 
of ink to paper would begin.

The print salesman told Steve to make sure he 
proofed the typeset copy very carefully, because 
catching an error during Step 1 would cost only $5 
to fix. But a typo caught in Step 2 would cost $50 
to fix, because new film would have to be imaged. 
The salesman paused, furrowed his brow, and 
said, “But if you find a mistake once the job is 
on the press [Step 3], the press will need to be 
stopped, the pressman will be standing around 
with nothing to do, the print shop schedule will 
be delayed, and that will cost you around $500 
an hour. So be sure to proof your work.”

That was when we discovered the 5/50/500 rule 
of life. Most of life’s lessons have an escalating 
scale of cost. For instance, a toddler who throws 
a tantrum may need to be put in time-out for five 
minutes; a teen throwing a tantrum at school may 
receive fifty minutes of detention; but a young 
adult who loses his cool and starts a fight may 
get a criminal record and five hundred hours of 
community service. The cost of an unlearned 
lesson will always escalate with time.

The same is true with teaching kids about 
money. Unfortunately, the rising cost of funding 
this unlearned lesson is usually borne solely by 
the parents.

There are five stages to the 5/50/500 money rule: 

•	 The $5 stage: ages 0 to 5 
•	 The $50 stage: ages 6 to 11 
•	 The $500 stage: ages 12 to 17

•	 The $5,000 stage: ages 18 to 23 
•	 The $50,000 stage: age 24 and beyond

In the $5 stage, each of your toddler’s “wants” 
costs you five dollars. Repeatedly footing the bill for 
his whims reinforces the thinking, Every time I want 
a toy, Mommy will buy it for me. If you don’t deal 
with that attitude now, you will enter the escalating 
cycle of the 5/50/500 money rule.

Not teaching your children to manage their own 
money when they’re young—at the $5 stage—
will ensure that the price tag keeps increasing. 
Some teens expect their parents to buy them $50 
sneakers, pay for their $500 cell phone or portable 
computer and replace their totaled cars. And how 
about the college freshman who calls home looking 
for a $5,000 credit card bailout, and Mom and Dad 
pay the bill? Some twenty or thirty-somethings, 
“boomerang kids,” return home expecting their 
parents to pay for extravagant weddings, graduate 
school, or divorce-debt rescues. Unfortunately, 
these stories are becoming increasingly common. 
That’s the $50,000 stage, and that’s bad news.

Of course there are times when parents need 
to be a safety net for their adult children and 
grandchildren. The good news about knowing the 
5/50/500 money rule is that the sooner you start 
training your children to manage their own money, 
the smaller the price tag will be, and the sooner 
they’ll proudly be seated upon their own nest egg.

You are a rare breed of parent. You want to 
support, love, and help your children, but you 
know that there is incredible value in the struggles, 
failures, and trials that life often sends their way. 
You want to protect them from harm, but you don’t 
want to shield them from growing strong through 
the experiences that life’s “vitamins” bring their 
way. Let’s stand shoulder to shoulder, committed 
to raising a generation of strong, courageous, 
principled and MoneySmart kids!

We strongly believe that it’s never too early, 
too late or too hard to start learning financial 
responsibility to your children. f

This excerpt is from the new book, The MoneySmart Family 
System: Teaching Financial Independence to Children of Every 
Age by Steve & Annette Economides.

continued from page 11
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Upside-Down Pizza

1 pound Italian sausage
1 medium onion, chopped
1/4 cup chopped green pepper, optional
2 teaspoons Italian seasoning
1 can (15 ounces) pizza sauce
3-4 cups mozzarella cheese
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
3 eggs
1-1/4 cups milk
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
3 tablespoons Parmesan cheese

Cook sausage with onion and pepper in a saucepan 
over medium heat; drain. Stir in Italian seasoning and 
pizza sauce. Spread over bottom of a greased 9”x13” 
pan. Sprinkle with cheese. In a mixing bowl, combine 
flour and salt. Stir in eggs, milk, and oil. Pour over 
sausage mixture. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese and 
bake, uncovered, at 425° for 40-45 minutes

How About You?
Do you have a recipe for a scrumptious dish that 

you would like to share with Pudge? Send an email 
with your recipe to editor@cheohome.org. Please 
put “In the Kitchen with Pudge” in the subject line. 

We look forward to hearing from you!
 

Abby lives with her family on a beautiful farm in 
central Ohio and enjoys cooking in her spare 
time. Her faithful canine companion, Pudge, 
always keeps her company in the kitchen and 
lives to sample each new culinary creation. 

mailto:editor@cheohome.org
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Cinnamon Roll Biscuits

2 cups flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 tablespoon sugar
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 cups vegetable oil
3/4 cup buttermilk
1 stick (8 tablespoons) butter, softened
1/2 cup granulated sugar 
1/4 cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Combine flour, baking powder, sugar, salt, and cin-
namon. Stir in vegetable oil and buttermilk just until 
blended. Knead dough on a lightly floured surface for 
several turns. Roll dough into a 10”x18” rectangle. In 
a bowl combine butter, sugars, and cinnamon. Spread 
over dough. Roll up from one long end of the rectangle 
to the other. Cut into 1-1/2” slices using dental floss 
(wrap floss around the roll and pull ends in opposite 

directions to cut through to the center of the roll). Arrange 
rolls in a greased 9-inch round pan. Bake at 400° for 15-20 
minutes. Serve warm.

Pudge-Size Taco Bowls
(pictured)

8 flour tortillas (6 inch)
1 lb. lean ground beef
1 envelope taco seasoning
1 cup chunky salsa
1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
2 cupschopped lettuce
1 tomato, chopped
1/4 cup ranch dressing

Microwave tortillas on high for 30 seconds. Line eight 
muffin cups with tortillas. Gently fold back edges of 
tortillas. Bake at 350° for 10 minutes. In a skillet, brown 
meat. Add taco seasoning. Stir in salsa and bring to a boil. 
Simmer for 10 minutes. Spoon meat mixture into tortilla 
bowls. Top with remaining ingredients.f
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       re you aware, that more than 10 Billion dollars is spent annually on Adult-oriented businesses?                         

Do you know who’s processing your credit cards?
Cornerstone Payment Systems does not process for morally objectionable business types. Find out how your  business 
or ministry can process with an industry leader that stands for the same Christian values that you do. In addition to 
our stand for Christ, Cornerstone guarantees to provide you a more favorable processing rate for your business or 
ministry, or we will donate $500.00 to Christian Home Educators of Ohio (CHEO).

To  � n d  m o r e,  g ive  us  a  ca l l  today at  855.644.1870  
or  v i s i t  us  onl ine  at  cornerstone.cc/CHEO

Star t processing for a PURPOSE!

More money is spent on pornography each year than on the NFL, the NBA, and Major League baseball combined.      
In retail and online, the majority of the money spent, is paid for with a credit or debit card.  To facilitate these           
transactions, objectionable businesses must contract with a credit card processor.  These same processors may be 
handling the credit card transactions for your business or ministry.  This should not be so, and you have options.

Merchant Accounts are provided through Corner stone Payment Systems a registered ISO/MSP of Woodforest National Bank, Houston, Texas.
© Copyr ight 2013.Corner stone Payment Systems. All Rights Reser ved.Designed By: Four Seasons Marketing, LLC .

Attention Business Owners   

Christian Home Educators of Ohio

http://www.cornerstone.cc/CHEO
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http://www.cheohome.org
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The A Beka Academy Virtual Homeschool 
program (K4–grade 12) features master 
teachers in a traditional classroom setting 
by way of video streaming or DVD.

• Low Pricing
• Materials Options
• Subject Combinations 

 abekaacademy.org      1.800.874.3592

Homeschooling  
at Its Best

Excellence in Education from a Christian Perspective

Learn more–

RIGHTSTART ™

Helping children understand, apply, and enjoy mathematics.

by Activities for Learning, Inc.

MATHEMATICS

Check us out at 
RightStartMath.com

1
10

100
1000

http://abekaacademy.org
http://www.rightstartmath.com
http://www.ourproductsonline.com
http://www.ohioansforfreedom.com
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History Begins at Creation.

Johannes Gutenburg —
movable-type printing press

1450
Fall of Constantinople
1453

Martin Luther posts 
95 Theses

1517

In the beginning . . . .Gen. 1:1

BJU Press prepares your child for 
the future by challenging him 

to think biblically and critically about 
the past.

That past .  .  . begins with Creation.

Go to bjupress.com/go/heritage to 
learn more about our history textbooks.

© 2012 BJU Press. All rights reserved

bjupress.com  |  800.845.5731

Yearly tuition, room & board

O
nl

y $7,996
Get One Year FREE!*
Attend 4 years for the price of 3! 

PCCinfo.com/FreeTuition

Special Offer available for new  
students enrolling Fall 2013 
PCCinfo.com/FreeTuition



PENSACOLA 
CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGER

* Tuition, room & board; room & board may be taxable.  
  This limited-time offer expires May 15, 2013, and is open only to U.S. and 

Canadian citizens.  PCC reserves the right to change tuition, room and 
board, and other fees as deemed necessary by the Administration, includ-
ing any necessary changes to the One-Year-Free PCC Package.  PCC does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, or national origin.

888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com

Find What You’re 
Searching For…
Find What You’re Find What You’re 

888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com888.841.3456 • www.rainbowresource.com

2013 catalog 

available early 

June, request 

one online!

Learning Tools for Homes and Schools

At Rainbow, you’ll fi nd low prices on all 
your favorite curriculum products and 
always free, helpful advice from our 
curriculum consultants. Visit our 
website to browse over 40,000 
products (new items added 
monthly!), live chat or email 
our consultants, watch our new 
consultant workshop videos, download 
our catalogs, and much more!

See you at the CHEO convention 
June 20th - 22nd!

http://www.bjupress.com
http://pccinfo.com/freetuition
http://www.totallanguageplus.com
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Cornerstone Learning Connections 
“serving homeschoolers since 1992”  

 

Order 1000’s of homeschool and Christian resources  
     at our Amazon store online  
 amazon.com/shops/cornerstonelearningconnections  

or email brianyocom@gmail.com 
to save on shipping.  
Plus there are 1000’s of additional 
titles we can have in a few days. 
 

Mini-conference / curriculum fairs  
for support groups  

 

Wings to Soar 
Online Virtual School 

“where outside the box learners 
get wings to soar” 

www.wingstosoaronline.com 
 

  Online Classes 
 flexible & customized  
 5th-12th Grade 
 designed by a teacher with 

years of experience with 
students with LD, dyslexia, 
ADHD, & Asperger’s 

Online 1-1 Services: 
 dyslexia tutoring 
 writing coaching 
 assessment 
 consultation 
 accountability & support 

MIDDLE-SCHOOL
SCIENCE

IS A
DIFFERENT 

ANIMAL
Your child has outgrown bean 
sprouts and bubble wands. But 
who says science can’t still be 

fun? Apologia’s award-winning 
middle school science courses help students 
transition to the next level of discovery while 
preparing them for the rigors of 
high school science courses. 
And parents don’t need 
to know a photon from 
a photosphere because 
every Apologia textbook 
comes with free Help 
Line support!

STUDENT
NOTEBOOKS

Now
Available!

apologia.com 888-524-4724
www.facebook.com/apologia@apologiaworld

http://www.personhoodohio.com
http://www.wingstosoaronline.com
http://www.apologia.com
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573-202-2000
www.mfwbooks.com

Complete Curriculum
Preschool through High School

http://www.mathusee.com
http://www.ohioasamerica.org
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=104&Itemid=157
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A Beka Book Homeschool textbooks and 
teaching aids available for nursery through 
grade 12, including 

• day-by-day homeschool  
curriculum / lesson plans

• complete child and parent  
kits (K–6) or subject kits (1–6)

• FREE shipping at Materials Displays

Textbooks & Materials     
for Homeschooling

Excellence in Education from a Christian Perspective
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 abeka.com        1.877. A BEKA BOOK 
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http://www.abeka.com
www.kitchenmixers.com
http://www.homeschoolfoundation.org
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I homeschooled my three children for 
12 years (one with special needs) and 
now that they are grown I work full time  
tutoring children with reading problems 
and helping homeschooling parents set up 
curriculum.

You can schedule tutoring, a workshop or 
assessments at my Columbus/Grove City 
office by calling 614-277-ABCD (2223) or 
visit www.thereadingdocinc.com.

I will also include (if you desire) a 
free informal reading  
evaluation for any of 
your children if you 
schedule it during your 
portfolio assessment.

Seminar topics and  
workshop titles are 

available on the 
website.

Member of 
HSLDA, CHEO 

and Home on the 
Rock (local 

support 
group)

Click here to support CHEO while you shop!

Collect Box Tops 
& Support CHEO!

With your help, the Box Tops program can earn thousands 
of dollars each year to help homeschooling in Ohio... all from 
empty boxes and cans! The next deadline for our submission 
of box tops is April 15, 2013. Box tops can be mailed to the 
CHEO office or given to any CHEO Representative.

Thank you for your support!

Support CHEO while you are shop-
ping or recycling ink cartridges at 
your favorite office store. Use the 
following Reward Numbers. If you 
forget the number, then use our phone 
number to have the Rewards Points  
added to CHEO (740-522-2460). Thank 
you for sharing with us!

Staples:  4077825091
Office Depot: 1558490502
Office Max: 2008-11658

Rewards
card

Make Learning Easier This Year!

For use with teenagers, adolescents, 
and young children.

Dianne Craft, is the president of Child Diagnostics, Inc., Denver, CO

www.diannecraft.org

A 2-hour parent training
program that brings real results.

Learn to teach your child/teenager
how to store information in
his/her strong, right brain

for permanent storage. 

“Teaching the Right Brain Child” DVD
by Dianne Craft, MA, CNHP

Train Your Child’s Photographic Memory
and

    Spelling         Right Brain Phonics         Sight Word Strategy
    Reading Comprehension Strategy         Test Taking Study Skills
    Math Facts and Processes

See a 2-to-3-year growth in
spelling in one year…

...no matter what other
programs you have used!

http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.thereadingdocinc.com
www.thereadingdocinc.com
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/
http://www.cheohome.org/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26task%3Dview%26id%3D104%26Itemid%3D157
http://www.cheohome.org/shop-for-cheo/


38 The Companion – March/April 2013

http://www.appleseedusa.org
http://www.ccodebate.org
http://ohiochristian.edu/trailblazer-academy
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Financial Hope
with Achievable Tips and Tools

NY Times Best Selling Authors
and Home School Parents

NY Times Best Selling Authors
and Home School Parents

NY Times Best Selling Authors

Steve & Annette Economides
Visit MoneySmartFamily.com  or 

Facebook.com/AmericasCheapestFamily

Financial Hope
The MoneySmart FamilyThe MoneySmart Family

Financial Hope
The MoneySmart Family

Financial Hope

®The MoneySmart Family®The MoneySmart Family

CHEOQuarterPageAd2012.indd   1 9/18/12   8:11:02 PM

HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.

#10535

http://www.moneysmartfamily.com
http://www.creatingamasterpiece.com
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Dear Friends,
 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 is probably one of the most 
quoted Scripture references when speaking of home 
education: “And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise.”

I thought of this verse many, many times as we 
home educated our four sons, who are now 25, 27, 
30 and 32. I often pondered how teaching my sons 
as I sit, walk, lie down and rise would look like. Did 
this mean having regular family worship times? Did it 
mean memorizing Scripture and plastering our walls 
with Scripture?

 In looking back, these are all worthwhile activities, 
and this kind of thinking is correct. But I always 
seemed to miss the order in which the Holy Spirit 
has orchestrated His Word. There is a reason verse 
5 precedes verses 6 and 7. Deuteronomy 6:5 says, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.”

 Before I can expect to teach my children the words 
of God, I must be in a heart relationship with God 
myself. So for the past year and a half I have been 
asking God to help me to love Him with all my heart, 
soul, mind and strength. 

I didn’t know how He would answer this prayer, but 
since it is clearly according to His will, I knew He would 
answer my request. I kind of expected that I would 
experience some sort of quickening and I would find 
my affections being drawn heavenward.

 But the opposite happened. Instead of my feelings 
towards God changing, I have been increasingly aware 
of His affection for me.

Through a series of experiences and Scriptures, 
over the past several months, God has been teaching, 
showing and conveying to my heart how much He 
cares for me. Through these providences He has 
been communicating to me how much he loves and 
even likes me. 

As I pondered this, I realized this is consistent with 
how our heavenly Father operates. We read in 1 John 
4:19 that “we love because he first loved us.” As I have 
been shown how much God loves me, I am finding that 
I love God more than ever. 

My newfound appreciation for my Savior is in direct 
proportion to the revelation of His love for me. Once 
again God has taken the initiative and made me know 
that I am His and He is mine.

 The most powerful Scripture that the Holy Spirit has 
quickened to me in recent months has been John 15:9: 
“As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved You. Abide 
in My love.” To think that Jesus loves me as much as His 
Father loves Him. This truth is difficult to absorb, but it 
is the Word of God.

 I see with new eyes that the best thing I can do for my 
family is fall in love with God and His Word continually. 
A heart relationship with my heavenly Father is what 
prepares and equips me to teach my children. In fact 
as I love God and His Word, discipleship will flow from 
my heart to the heart of my family.

 This summer a friend sent me an e-mail describing 
what God has been teaching him and his wife about 
home-based discipleship. With his permission I am 
sharing his words with you:

 “We are in a time of real soul-searching and transition 
of heart and mind from external-based, legalistic forms 
of ‘family discipleship’ to which we’d been exposed and 
thought, ‘Well, that’s how the so-called experts seem 
to be doing it.’ Our new goal is heart-based, humility-
powered ‘just loving each other’. Just loving each other 
doesn’t sound nearly as noble and high-minded as family 
discipleship, but honestly it’s what we need to do. We 
are desperate to see something of Jesus in our home 
these days.”

 Home education is not a formula but a relationship. 
This relationship begins with our hearts as parents 
turning toward God and then toward home. May God 
save us from the external forms and appearances of 
homeschooling and do a deep work in our hearts that 
will birth relationships with God and each other that will 
last for eternity.
 
Pursuing Christ,
  Steve 
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